
BY RANDALL RIGSBEE
News + Record Staff

APEX — Jean Copeland has been in the 
strawberry business for 40 years — that’s 
her name on the sign at Jean’s Berry Patch 
at the corner of  N.C. Hwy. 751 and Lewter 
Shop Road a few miles east of  Jordan Lake — 
and she’s accustomed to being busy during 
springtime.

Two weeks into this year’s season, Cope-
land said her business is doing very well.

Even with extra measures in place to 
protect customers from potential spread of  
COVID-19, demand for fresh strawberries 
is high and business strong

“It has worked out amazingly,” said Cope-
land, who launched this year’s selling season 
on April 16. “I’m just overwhelmed with the 
amount of  customers we’ve had.”

Crediting a mild winter and good all-
around growing conditions this spring, 
strawberry farmers throughout the state are 
harvesting excellent berries now and will be 
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COVID-19 adjusts regular 
mom’s day celebrations

BY ZACHARY HORNER
News + Record Staff

Marilyn Grant says the 
last couple months have been 
“heartbreaking at times.”

“My mom has some demen-
tia,” she said, referring to 
her 91-year-old mother Alma 

Arnold, a resident at Cha-
tham Ridge Assisted Living 
in Chapel Hill. “She’s not full-
blown Alzheimer’s, but she’s 
like a child. You keep her on a 
schedule and she does well.”

That schedule has been 
disrupted by the COVID-19 
pandemic. Nearly 2,000 

nursing homes in North 
Carolina have been the 
epicenter of  COVID-19 
outbreaks, with 203 deaths 
coming from those facili-
ties. Chatham Ridge is not 
one of  them, but like other 

Good, plentiful crops 
draw in consumers

Budget calling  
for 5% jump 

BY ZACHARY HORNER
News + Record Staff

Chatham County Manager Dan LaM-
ontagne said Monday that the county’s 
budget process for fiscal year 2020-21 
was more or less restarted by the ad-
vent of  COVID-19.

“Until COVID-19, Chatham County 
was having an excellent year,” he said. 
“We had to shift gears right at the end 
of  February, early March.”

The projected county spending plan 
for the next fiscal year was presented 
to the public in part on Monday, and in 
full on Tuesday, showing a proposed 
budget of  $132,335,610 — an increase 
of  5 percent from the current year’s 
budget. The majority of  the increase is 
in new expenses for Chatham County 
Schools and six new positions within 
county departments.

Art: distraction, 
coping mechanism 
during COVID-19

BY ZACHARY HORNER
News + Record Staff

On March 31, a couple of  weeks 
after Gov. Roy Cooper’s executive or-
der closing public school classrooms, 
some Jordan-Matthews High School 
faculty and students conducted a 
Twitter concert.

Yes, a Twitter concert.
English teacher Sarah Harris 

played a selection from “Under the 
Sea” from the movie “The Little 
Mermaid” on the piano. Student Kayli 
McIntosh sang the song “She Used to 
Be Mine” — from the soundtrack to 
the Broadway play “Waitress” — with 
her own ukulele accompaniment. 
David Gonzalez Hernandez, another 
student, performed an excerpt from 
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A birthday parade
Jeremiah ‘Jay’ Martin waits as a parade of Chatham first 
responders approaches his home in celebration of his 11th 
birthday. More photos on page B9.

STRAWBERRIES: A SWEET BUSINESS

Staff photo by Peyton Sickles

State agriculture officials say this year’s strawberry 
season has started strong, with fresh berries available at 
numerous locations. One of them is Jean’s Berry Patch off 
N.C. Hwy. 751 east of Jordan Lake, operated by veteran 
strawberry farmer Jean Copeland. Like other outlets for 
fresh strawberries, Copeland has implemented social 
distancing measures to help keep her customers healthy.

Submitted photos

Alma Arnold, 91, right, looks out the window at her family members last Easter as they 
visited her. Arnold will be spending Mother’s Day in Chatham Ridge Assisted Living in 
Chapel Hill and will be seeing her family the same way.

See MOMS, page A3

See CROPS, page A12

See BUDGET, page A6 See ART, page A12

MOTHER’S DAY 2020

CHATHAM COUNTY GOVERNMENT

‘This year’s crop is looking pretty 
good,’ according to Christina Harvey, 
Agriculture Marketing Specialist with the 
N.C. Dept. of Agriculture, who is working 
with strawberry growers and sellers in 
adjusting to the unique requirements of 
selling strawberries this spring.
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COMMUNITY 
CALENDAR
Events are subject to change 
based on closures due to coro-
navirus. Verify with organizers 
prior to events.

ON THE AGENDA

• The Chatham County Board of 
Education will meet at 5:30 p.m. 
on Monday, May 11. 

• The Chatham County Board 
of Commissioners will hold 
a regular meeting at 6 p.m. 
on Monday, May 18, a public 
hearing on the county’s FY 
2020-2021 budget plan at 6 
p.m. on Tuesday, May 19, and 
work sessions on the budget 
at 9 a.m. on Thursday, May 
21, and Friday, May 22. A 
third budget work session 
is tentatively scheduled for 
Thursday, May 28.

CANCELLATIONS

• Town of Pittsboro, all town 
advisory boards meetings are 
canceled. In order to protect 
the most vulnerable members 
of  our community from the 
COVID-19 virus and slow its 

spread, Please monitor the 
town’s website at pittsboronc.
gov for additional notifications 
and alerts.  

• Chatham County Council on 
Aging: Both centers are closed 
at this time until further notice. 
If  you need to pickup supplies, 
call the Siler City or Pittsboro 
location or check our website: 
chathamcoa.org.  

• Chatham County Historical Mu-
seum: For the safety of  visitors 
and volunteers, the Chatham 
County Historical Museum is 
closed until further notice. See 
our website: https://chatham-
history.org. 

• Chatham Community Library: 
Closed to the public at this time. 

• State Employees Credit Union 
(SECU) branches statewide 
have temporarily transitioned 
to drive-thru only, Members 
who need to access safe depos-
it boxes, drop off tax return 
information, or inquire about a 
loan should call the branch to 
schedule an appointment. 

• The Second Bloom of Chatham 
Thrift Shop will be closed for 
shopping and donations until 
further notice.

THURSDAY  

• St. Bartholomew’s Episcopal 
Church - We provide a healthy, 
appetizing meal at no cost to 
those who come to us hungry at 
noon on Thursdays. We pro-
vide a place of hospitality and 
fellowship for everyone. All are 
welcome, regardless of race, sex, 
age, national origin, religious 
preference, handicap, or income. 

• The Pittsboro Farmers Market 
is open with seasonable items 
year-round from 3 to 6 p.m. on 
Thursdays. They are located at 
287 East St., Pittsboro.

UPCOMING

• With COVID-19 sweeping the 
country, artists’ livelihoods are 
being challenged like never be-
fore. The Chatham Arts Coun-
cil has put together a relief  ef-
fort specifically for artists and 
arts-workers called CAARE: 
Chatham Artist and Arts-Worker 
Relief Effort. For more informa-
tion on CAARE, or to donate, 
visit ChathamArtsCouncil.org.

ALSO HAPPENING

• JMArts hosted a JMACorona-
Concert via Twitter featuring  
performances submitted by JM 

students and faculty. Concerts 
can be viewed on its Twitter 
account @JMArts and by using 
the hashtags #JMACoronaCon-
cert performances and #JMA-
CoronaConcert program. 

• Chatham Habitat for Humanity 
is seeking groups – corporate, 
school, neighborhood, etc. – to 
volunteer on their Siler City 
build sites. Build days are on 
Wednesdays, Thursdays, and 
Saturdays. For more informa-
tion, visit chathamhabitat.org/
volunteer, or email rachelh@
chathamhabitat.org  

• Adult Volunteers Needed at Cha-
tham Hospital in Siler City, a 
25-bed Critical Access Hospital 
located in Siler City and part of  
the UNC Health Care System. 
All prospective volunteers must 
complete an on-line applica-
tion, a criminal background 
check, an orientation and have 
documentation of  required im-
munizations. To learn more go 
to: www.chathamhospital.org/
ch/about-us/volunteer. 

• Volunteers Needed — Nonprofit 
agencies in Chatham seek teen 
volunteers to help with many 
projects. Teens can help at food 
pantries, in gardens, fundrais-
ing projects, office work, and 

care for animals. Chatham 
Connecting website lists many 
volunteer opportunities for 
youth. See where you are need-
ed to help in the community: 
www.chathamconnecting.org. 

• Foster and/or adoptive informa-
tion — Give children a safe place 
to grow. Interested in becoming 
a Foster and/or Adoptive par-
ent. Call 642-6956 to learn more. 

• Alcoholics Anonymous — North 
Carolina District 33, call the 
Help Line at 866-640-0180 for the 
meeting schedule for this area. 

• Motorcycle Association — The 
Motorcycle Association for Cha-
tham, Western Wake, Lee, Orange 
and Alamance counties meets in 
Pittsboro and is open to all riders. 
For information, call 919-392-3939 
or visit www.chathamCBA.com. 

• Narcotics Anonymous — For 
drug problems in the family, 
Narcotics Anonymous helps! 
Call 1-800-721-8225 for listing of  
local meetings! 

• Al-Anon Meeting — Pittsboro 
Serenity Seekers Al-Anon 
Family Group meets at 7 p.m. 
Mondays, at Chatham Commu-
nity Church, in the lower level 
of  Chatham Mill, Pittsboro.
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N.C. legislature allocates nearly $1.5B to COVID-19 recovery
BY ZACHARY 

HORNER
News + Record Staff

The N.C. General 
Assembly passed, and 
Gov. Roy Cooper signed, a 
pair of  bills that allocat-
ed nearly $1.5 billion of  
federal money from the 
CARES Act as part of  
the state’s response to 
COVID-19.

Cooper signed the bills 
— which received unani-
mous support in both the 
state House and Senate — 
during a press briefing on 
Monday.

“This is a time where 
North Carolina has truly 
come together to fight 
this disease,” Cooper said. 
“This emergency funding 
is just a first step. There 
will be more work ahead. 
We need it to repair the 
damage that has been 
done by this virus and to 
look ahead as to how we 
can prevent illness in the 
future.”

The Senate bill, la-
beled as SB704, covered 
policy changes related to 
the pandemic, and state 
Sen. Valerie Foushee 
(D-Durham), Chatham’s 
member of  the Senate, 
joined several of  her 
colleagues as primary 
sponsor. The House Bill, 
HB1043, allocated the 
funds from the federal 
government, and state 
Rep. Robert Reives II 

(D-Chatham) was one of  
many bill sponsors.

The Senate bill, among 
other things:

• Extended the payment 
deadline for franchise, 
corporate income and 
individual income tax to 
July 15

• Enshrined Gov. 
Cooper’s executive order 
expanding emergency 
unemployment benefits 
into law

• Canceled end-of-class 
and end-of-grade tests, 
and eliminated the re-
quirement for K-3 read-
ing assessments for this 
school year

• Altered the school 
calendar opening require-
ment to allow schools to 
open August 17, a week 
earlier than normal

• Called for the forma-
tion of  a Strategic State 
Stockpile of  medical 
supplies to be accessed by 
public and private health-
care entities

The House bill direct-
ed the funds to various 
agencies across state gov-
ernment and other areas, 
including:

• $75 million for school 
nutrition services 
through the Dept. of  Pub-
lic Instruction

• $35 million for com-
puters and other electron-
ic devices for students 
through DPI

• $125 million for small 
business loans through 

the Golden LEAF Foun-
dation

• $85 million spread 
to five universities for 
vaccine research, testing 
efforts and rural-focused 
healthcare response

• $50 million to pur-
chase personal protective 
equipment and other 
healthcare supplies for 
COVID-19 response

The bill also allocated 
$150 million for county 
governments, with each 
county receiving a base 
allocation of  $250,000, 
with remaining funds dis-
tributed on a per capita 
basis. Additionally, $2.25 
million will be given to 
foster care families in the 
form of  monthly supple-
mental payments of  $100 
for each child receiving 
such assistance payments 
for April, May and June.

Elected officials at Mon-
day’s press conference 
said they were pleased 
with the spirit of  coopera-
tion through the negotia-
tions, but added that more 
work needed to be done, 
with specific kinks to be 
worked out over unem-
ployment benefits.

“There are more 
needs. I hope the spirit 
of  consensus that brings 
us together today will 
continue,” Cooper said. 
“I think there is some 
disagreement about how 
much and for what period 
of  time we should do un-

employment insurance. 
Because it was contro-
versial and because we 
couldn’t reach agreement, 
that’s been put off to a 
later time.”

Reives said in a tweet 
soon after the bill signing 
that more would come.

“This is a good and 
bipartisan start, but we 
still have work to do,” the 

tweet stated.

Reporter Zachary Horner 
can be reached at zhorner@
chathamnr.com or on Twit-
ter at @ZachHornerCNR.
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long-term care facilities 
in the state, it has not 
allowed visitation for 
weeks, with resident 
relatives like Grant 
restricted to phone calls, 
video calls and window 
visits.

On a day like Mother’s 
Day, which is this Sunday, 
that restriction will still 
be in place — but Grant 
said her family has a 
plan.

“It’s going to be a 
little bit different,” said 
Grant, who works in the 
Chatham County Manag-
er’s Office. “We’re going 
to have to drop off a meal 
and do a window visit 
outside. It will be very 
different, but I do have 
confidence in knowing 
the home will make a 
Mother’s Day meal spe-
cial for the mothers. It 
will be that second fami-
ly in there with them.” 
Mother’s Day — first 
established in the U.S. 
in 1914 by presidential 
proclamation — is usual-

ly a time of  celebrating 
the women that gave 
birth to, well, everyone. 
But this year will be 
different, in Chatham 
County and around the 
world.

The company US 
Foods conducted a 
survey of  2,000 mothers 
across the country in 
April and found that 75 
percent of  them said 
“there’s someone they 
won’t be able to hug 
this year because of  
quarantine.” Nearly 
half  of  respondents 
said they’d do a phone 

or video chat with rel-
atives, while 27 percent 
would visit in-person 
“at a safe distance.” 
Only a quarter said 
they would visit in-per-
son “up close.”

Angela deMuinck, the 
activities manager at 
Cambridge Hills Assisted 
Living in Pittsboro, said 
her facility would try to 
keep things “as normal as 
we can, close to what we 
normally do.”

“We are just trying 
to maintain a normal 
routine for the residents,” 
she said. “That’s very 
important for them.”

In previous years, the 
facility has held a tea 
party for mothers and 
any family members in 
attendance. With family 
members restricted from 
visiting, Cambridge Hills 
will instead host a “spa 
day” for its mothers, in-
cluding the option of  full 
manicures, hand mas-
sages and make-up. The 
facility’s chef  will cook a 
special meal, and families 
will be doing window 
visits.

DeMuinck said that the 
change is “pretty signifi-
cant” for the residents at 
Cambridge Hills.

“The families really 
look forward to coming in 
and having that time with 
their loved ones and other 
residents they’ve gotten 
to know,” she said. “It’s 
right up there with all the 
other holidays.”

A few days before Moth-
er’s Day, Chatham Ridge 
will be hosting a drive-by 
parade for its residents. 
At 2 p.m. Thursday, 
friends and family mem-
bers of  residents are in-
vited to drive around the 
facility and make signs 
and greet them. Chatham 
fire and law enforcement 
members are also expect-
ed to participate.

“The COVID-19 pan-
demic has challenged all 
of  us to alter our normal 
way of  life, and none 
more so than our very 
vulnerable residents,” 
Chatham Ridge Exec-
utive Director Jessica 
Werner said in a state-
ment. “They have han-
dled these changes and 
increasing limitations 
with grace and support. 
They are our heroes and 
we welcome the opportu-
nity to help show them 
our love and respect by 
holding this celebration 
for them.”

Grant said she’s plan-
ning to be there, signs at 
the ready. She and her 
family visited Arnold on 
Easter and are planning a 
repeat for this holiday.

“We made some great 
big signs for Easter and 
took them up,” she said. 
“Now we’ve got signs for 
this. I told my husband, 
‘You know we’ve got to 
make signs for Mother’s 
Day too.’ We sat there like 
some kids who are color-
ing up signs. My husband 
just loves it, and his 
handwriting is a whole lot 
better than mine.”

This time and dis-
tance has been hard for 
Arnold, Grant said. The 
daughter visits the moth-
er three days a week, 

does more FaceTime 
calls and sends a card to 
Arnold and her room-
mate once a week.

“I did a window visit 
yesterday [Sunday], 
so that was OK,” she 
said. “But it’s kind of  
hard to see through the 
window and the screen. 
So unless you get right 
up to the window, it’s 
hard.”

But on Sunday, don’t be 
surprised if  you see Grant 
and her family parked 
outside Arnold’s window 
again, talking to her on 
the phone, celebrating a 
day just for moms.

“I love my mom dear-
ly,” Grant said. “I feel like 
it’s what I’m supposed to 
do. She took care of  me 
when I was young, and 
it’s my turn to take care 
of  her. I may not be with 
her 24/7 but I guarantee 
you I know my mom 
better than anybody else. 
I’m very thankful that 
mom is where she is, 
and although I hate the 
restrictions, I understand 
the restrictions and know 
that they are in place for a 
reason.” 

Reporter Zachary Horner 
can be reached at zhorn-
er@chathamnr.comr or on 
Twitter at @ZachHorn-
erCNR.

Mother’s Day: More meaningful, yet 
difficult, during COVID-19 

BY DENNIS STREETS
Chatham County  
Council on Aging

There is something special 
about Mother’s Day — a time 

to pay tribute 
to the person 
who provided 
loving care 
and encour-
agement 
through the 
ups and downs 
of  life. 

My moth-
er passed a 

number of  years ago, but it 
seems like only yesterday I was 
sitting by her bedside, holding 
her hand, as she took her last 
breath in her earthly home. 

This year, Mother’s Day will 
be quite different as we are 
still in the midst of  battling 
COVID-19. If  my mother was 
still here for this Mother’s 
Day, I don’t know how I would 
respond. I hope I would follow 
the guidance of  Public Health 
— as hard as that would be 
— and not visit her in person 
and possibly expose her to 
the virus’ horrible effects. 
Not only was she 89 when she 
passed, but she suffered from 
asthma for many years, which 
would have placed her at high-
er risk. 

So what would I do for some-

one I loved beyond description 
in a year when Mother’s Day 
celebrations are anything but 
typical? 

First, I would try and make 
every day “Mother’s Day.” My 
mother was always the first 
person I called after work each 
day. I loved hearing her voice 
and enjoying an amusing mem-
ory or two. I loved her laugh. 
We had our serious moments, 
too. I often sought her advice 
even when I was well into 
adulthood. 

Second, I hope I would have 
not only sent her a card and 
signed my name to its pre-
printed text, but also taken the 
time to have written a mean-
ingful message. Hopefully I 
would have thought to include 
a recent photo of  my sons, as 
she dearly loved her grandchil-
dren. 

Third, hopefully I would have 
contacted a florist to deliver 
flowers to her home, explicitly 
requesting that they be left 
safely on the porch. Her favor-
ite flower was a rose and was 
reflected in a saying she often 
shared with me, “The fragrance 
of  roses stays on the hand of  
the one who gives them away.” 
The giving of  flowers was an 
important gesture in my family, 
as my dad always reminded 
me to give flowers to the living 
— and I’d hope my purchase 

would help a local florist during 
these tough economic times.  

Because my Mom was not 
one to use a computer and did 
not have Internet, a Zoom or 
Skype virtual visit would not 
have been possible, making 
all of  these other actions even 
more important in order to 
show my gratitude.  

Perhaps you’ve noticed that 
I prefaced much of  what I said 
with “hopefully.” I confess that 
I wasn’t always that conscien-
tious as a son — although in 
hindsight I wish I had been.  

For those who are fortu-
nate enough to have mothers 
or grandmothers still living, 
please don’t miss the opportu-
nity to share with them how 
very much they mean to you. 
Keep them safe while doing so, 
but be creative, proactive and 
genuine. 

While I no longer have a 
Mother to call and wish “Happy 
Mother’s Day,” I do have a won-
derful wife (mother of  my two 
sons), a self-sacrificing mother-
in-law and a loving sister, who 
is quarantined in an assisted 
living facility in Florida. I also 
have friends and neighbors who 
live alone and have no family.   

I am especially struck by 
the loneliness and anxiety 
that those in long-term care 
facilities must feel when, by 
executive order, families are 

not allowed to visit. We must 
be thankful for all that these 
facilities are doing to help 
families remain connected and 
to provide loving care in their 
absence during this time of  
COVID-19.     

At the Chatham County 
Council on Aging, we also 
hear expressions of  isolation 
and loneliness during our 
friendly check-in calls with 
participants. Such emotions 
are very complex and quite 
real and demonstrate how 
important it is to stay socially 
connected with one another 
while maintaining physical 
distance. 

One senior shared her thanks 
for our call: “Thank you so 
much for calling; makes me feel 
like I have had some company!” 
Another remarked, “Bored to 
tears and afraid.” Maybe most 
touching was this one: “Never 
missed the well until the water 
goes dry.”

Maintaining social ties with 
family, friends and community 
has a powerful effect on one’s 
physical, mental and emotional 
well-being. That is why it is so 
vitally important to reach out 
to family, friends and neigh-
bors.                

Unfortunately, we under-
stand that not all seniors and 
their families enjoy loving rela-
tionships. Therefore, the Coun-

cil on Aging joined with the 
Chatham County Department 
of  Social Services and the Cha-
tham County Sheriff’s Office 
in asking the Chatham County 
Board of  Commissioners to 
proclaim Vulnerable Adult and 
Elder Abuse and Exploitation 
Awareness Month — to begin 
on Mother’s Day and extend 
through Father’s Day. 

As noted in the Commis-
sioners’ resolution, “research 
shows that abuse, exploitation, 
and neglect (self  and caregiver) 
of  vulnerable and older adults 
all remain grossly underreport-
ed” and affect people of  every 
social, economic, racial and 
ethnic background.

In signing the proclamation, 
Commissioner Chairman 
Karen Howard called upon all 
in Chatham County to observe 
this month by “honoring and 
respecting vulnerable and older 
adults, helping prevent abuse 
and exploitation, and taking 
steps otherwise to promote 
their well-being.”  

It is incumbent on all of  us 
to find appropriate ways to 
celebrate Mother’s Day — and 
especially honor all those who 
are protecting our community 
during this challenging time.

Dennis Streets is the Executive 
Director of  the Chatham County 
Council on Aging.

MOMS
Continued from page A1

Streets

‘I love my mom dearly. I feel like it’s what 
I’m supposed to do. She took care of 
me when I was young, and it’s my turn 
to take care of her. I may not be with 
her 24/7 but I guarantee you I know 
my mom better than anybody else. I’m 
very thankful that mom is where she is, 
and although I hate the restrictions, I 
understand the restrictions and know that 
they are in place for a reason.’

MARILYN GRANT

Available in one gallon bottles by 
the case (4 one gallons), five gallon 

buckets, and 55 gallon drums. 
Large orders by the pallet and save. 

Shipped directly to your facility 
from the manufacturer. 

Free and very fast shipping!
Medical facilities, schools, offices, 

retail spaces etc. 

discountsani.com 
Pandemic or not, we 

have you covered! 
Call or text 919-753-4826

Email: 
sales@discountsani.com



When life gives you lemons, at 
least try to make lemonade

I’m going to wander out 
here onto a limb and hope it 
doesn’t get cut out under me 
to make a general statement 
that no matter who or what 
you believe about the corona-
virus pandemic that you’re 
tired of  it.

Tired of  wearing face masks. 
Tired of  gloves. Tired of  one-
way aisles in stores. Tired of  
staying away from your house 

of  worship. Tired of  not being able to sit down in 
your favorite restaurant. Tired of  24/7 television 
coverage. Tired of  wondering which scientific 
“expert” to believe. Tired of  the animosity and 
down-right hatred exhibited by politician and 
private citizen alike. Tired of  wondering what 
any or all of  us can do about it.

The reality of  all that, however, is basically we 
don’t know answers to many of  the questions. 
And lately, it seems, we’re coming up with more 
questions. 

What’s a body to do?
From my perspective in my little corner of  the 

world, which admittedly isn’t a New York City 
“hot spot,” I think there are several respons-
es. And I’m not saying they may be universal 
responses. I think every person’s water has to 
find its own level, although there are some basic 
things in common. For instance, I’m pretty sure 
folks who are sick and coughing and sneezing 
and wheezing shouldn’t go into grocery stores 
and contaminate produce or cashiers by breath-
ing on either. And in the way of  response, in 
a decidedly non-Christian point of  view, if  
someone does that intentionally they probably 
should be hauled out to the woodshed and have 
a collection of  hickory sticks worn out across 
where they sit down.

Other than that, however, I think there are a 
few other alternatives. One is to throw up your 
hands, hide under the bed and drop out of  life. 
But that doesn’t seem such a great option.

Unfortunately, as time goes along and the 
virus is still with us, more and more folks are ex-
periencing periods of  sadness, even depression 
and in some cases taking matters to the extreme 
by permanently dropping out of  life by their own 
hand.

Others try to cope by going along as if  life has 
not changed as they attempt to act as they did 
before. But how can you go to a baseball game 
or a movie or a store when they’re not there or 
open?

That brings me to yet a third option that at 
least offers some relief  and possibilities — name-
ly, redo and retool. We’re seeing that in many 
ways. For instance, I can’t sit down in a favorite 
restaurant but I can order their bacon cheese-
burger or fried chicken to take out and take 
home.

Earlier in the midst of  the “stay-at-home-if-
you-can,” when there was no NCAA basket-
ball, I watched games of  long ago. And, you 
know, Carolina still beat Georgetown in ’82 
and N.C. State toppled Houston in ’83. Games 
turned out the same way as they did the first 
time.

No doubt, there are countless other examples 
of  getting by. But with all this rearranging, how-
ever, comes a unique opportunity within that op-
tion. Many folks find themselves with more time 
on their hands than previously and the question 
becomes how are they or we using it.

Remember that comment earlier about how 
some folks are really becoming sad and de-
pressed? It may just be that you and I, if  we will, 
can be the answer to their situation.

Telephones haven’t been shut down. The post 
office is still delivering mail, even though it’s 
struggling. Pick up the phone. Buy some stamps. 
Write a letter. Make a care package for someone 
who can’t get out. Read your Bible. Say your 
prayers. Wash your hands. Don’t sneeze on any-
one or the tomatoes.

Don’t just set aside the lemons we’ve been 
dealt or try to suck on them. Add some sugar. 
It’ll go down a lot easier.

We’re frustrated by a lack of details about COVID-19.  
It doesn’t change how we should respond

Information is a hot commod-
ity in the age of  COVID-19, and, 
unfortunately, as currency, 
there’s a pretty robust black 
market for those who trade in 
it.

Rumors. Hearsay. Social 
media rants. Unsubstantiated 
claims. A veritable grapevine 
of  gossip, enough to overwhelm 
the senses at a time we’re al-
ready overwhelmed.

There’s no denying: we’re 
all curious. Who in Chatham 
has COVID-19? Where’d they 
get it? How’d they get it? Who’s 
been tested? Who’s recovered? 
Who’s being monitored? Why 
don’t we have names? Where 
are Chatham’s hotspots? Who’s 
coughing and not wearing a 
mask? Did “it” indeed come 
to Chatham from an overseas 
traveler who lives here and 
came home sick, knowing he/
she might have the virus? How 
bad is it at Mountaire that The 
Daily Kos helicoptered into 
Siler City and did a three-part 
story on the outbreak there? 

Why aren’t they limiting foot 
traffic at Lowes Home Improve-
ment, and how many employ-
ees there are sick?

How can we know we’re safe?
Will I get it?
These days, there are many 

more questions than answers, 
and a great deal of  mis- and 
dis-information to boot. Loud 
voices are drowning out useful 
ones, and in our hunger to sat-
isfy our curiosity we’re feeding 
on whatever morsels are tossed 
our way.

The frustration is easy to un-
derstand. Chatham County, per 
capita, is one of  the most-infect-
ed counties in North Carolina; 
there are more than 400 cases as 
of  this week, with COVID-19-re-
lated deaths now numbering 
in the double-digits. Take away 
the outbreak at the Laurels of  
Chatham and we’d still rank 
high. We’re on the front lines 
and fighting an invisible enemy, 
and we’re all at risk.

And rightly and logically, 
we want answers. We have 

neighboring counties whose 
officials, on a daily basis, are 
telling their residents not just 
how many positive cases are 
there, but who — by gender 
and age range, though not 
by name — has COVID-19. 
They’re also saying how 
many people have recovered 
and, in some cases, provid-
ing details about where the 
infected live.

There’s no question we’re cu-
rious about those same details 
in Chatham County, that we’re 
all stymied by a perception of  
a closed — or at least stingy — 
information loop.

But at the end of  the day, 
would knowing some of  those 
details matter?

Not one bit.
Put aside federal health 

privacy laws and individu-
al privacy rights, knowing 
all that and more wouldn’t 
change what each of  us should 
be doing to safeguard our own 
health in this crisis. Speculat-
ing on those kinds of  details, 

while an enticing experiment, 
only serves as a distraction 
from what’s more important: 
that we should assume the 
worst about the contagious 
nature of  the coronavirus and 
do our best to practice proper 
and safe health practices — 
practices all of  us have heard 
repeatedly, but too often fail to 
practice.

Upset that other municipal-
ities and counties are dishing 
out more details than in Cha-
tham? We get it. 

But to overlook, or to dis-
regard, the tireless work the 
Chatham County Public Health 
Department and Chatham’s 
Emergency Management are 
doing, and their commitment 
to slow the spread of  the virus? 
Isn’t that — not the dissemi-
nation of  vague statistics — a 
higher priority?

Thinking otherwise is bad 
medicine.

This is new for them and 
everyone. There’s not a play-
book for this. When it’s finally 

in our rear view mirrors, we’ll 
look back and think of  a thou-
sand and one things we could 
collectively have done different-
ly, better. Parsing and sharing 
information will certainly be 
one of  them.

But when it’s over, we’ll also 
look back on what really mat-
tered most: the fact that, as for-
mer President George W. Bush 
said over the weekend, we are 
equally vulnerable and equally 
wonderful, and we’ll rise or fall 
together — wholly in propor-
tion to how smart we act.

Chatham officials are fo-
cused on ongoing mitigation 
in hotspots like Laurels of  
Chatham and Mountaire Farms 
on testing, contact tracing and 
medical care for employees. In 
the meantime, we’ve all been 
asked to suffer some inconve-
niences and nuisances until the 
virus is more understand, more 
under control.

Let’s focus there, and knock 
this thing out. Save some de-
bates for later.

Many challenges this year, 
including a reading goal

When 2019 rolled over into 2020 and the 12 
months that lay ahead were promising blank 
canvases, I did something I’d never done at 
the launch of  any other year: I set a reading 
goal.

And like most new year’s goals and reso-
lutions, I tackled my plans — at first — with 
focused attention.

Three weeks into the new year, I was on a 
roll, and at the rate I was going — with three 
books already in the rear view mirror — it 
would be a cinch to exceed my 30-book goal.

I was feeling accomplished.
My blaze of  glory continued through Feb-

ruary, but at a slightly slower pace. But I was undeterred since 
my reading that month included two thick 19th century novels 
that I couldn’t merely breeze through. And my new tally 
didn’t include my third reading of  “Moby Dick,” since it was a 
re-read and technically not even that since I’d only listened to 
it — all 22 hours — on Audible, squeezing the thick classic in 
during my commute to and from work.

How I arrived at 30 as a goal, I don’t remember other than 
that it was less than 50, the number of  books my wife — who 
was the inspiration for me undertaking this goal — aimed to 
read utilizing the same Goodreads app, and I didn’t want to set 
a goal I had little chance of  meeting. That wouldn’t be good for 
the ego.

But other than ego, or perhaps my own self-improvement by 
reading more, nothing was at stake.

The “challenge” — all voluntary — involved no prizes for 
success or punishments for failure. There’s not even so much 
as a t-shirt on the line.

And though there would be no public glory in meeting the 
challenge, just as there would be no public shaming if  I didn’t, 
I started to take the challenge seriously, and by that I mean 
that for every book I completed and checked off on the app, I 
was feeling accomplished.

As with meeting any goal, I enjoyed seeing my progress; in 
this case, that meant watching the progress bar expand on my 
Goodreads app every time I finished another book.

But then — there’s never a shortage of  excuses when we 
need one — the new year started getting weird and by early 
March, when it started to look like the end of  the world as we 
knew, I couldn’t even pretend to be caring any more about the 
challenge I’d set three months earlier.

Instead of  reading novels for pleasure, I was reading con-
stant coronavirus updates.

I’m envious of  the folks I know who have taken full advan-
tage of  this weird time in history to accomplish new things, 
like reading more books.

And I’ve accomplished some things, too. Last weekend, I 
built an outdoor table. The weekend before, I brought down 
a big tree in my backyard that had died, cut it to manageable 
pieces and hauled them to the street. We’ve got a long to-do list 
that includes painting the kitchen.

I’ve been busy.
But I’ve not been able to maintain a focus on pleasure read-

ing, and my challenge — initially so promising — stalled at 
five of  30 books, a mere 17 percent of  my goal.

My wife, meanwhile, hasn’t lost pace, enjoying —among 17 
other books she’s read so far this year — a thick biography of  
Queen Victoria. She’s reached 34 percent of  her goal and is one 
book ahead of  schedule while I lag behind mine by five.

I’m trying to kick start my efforts, to get the challenge back 
on track, but with only intermittent success. 

The key has been finding the right book. Light reading — I 
love mysteries, for example, and can knock out a good one in 
a couple of  sittings — seemed too light for these times. So I 
turned my reading attention to a classic which I’d never tack-
led before and, without the intervention of  the events of  2020, 
likely never would have: Giovanni Boccaccio’s “The Decamer-
on.”

I chose this imposing 14th century Italian book for a couple 
of  reasons.

One, because it’s thick. My copy — complete with a long in-
troduction, notes and index — is just over 900 pages. I like big 
books and cannot lie, reasoning that if  a book is good, there’s 
that much more of  it to love in a long one. I spent, for example, 
much more time reading “Lonesome Dove” than I needed to, 
not because the paperback I read 12 years ago was 945 pages 
and the print was small, but because I read it slowly by design, 
savoring it with zero desire to leave Larry McMurtry’s vivid 
characters and their world any sooner than I had to.

Second, because it seemed timely, even for a book written 
nearly 700 years ago. Completed by its author in 1353, “The De-
cameron” is set during the Black Plague epidemic in Europe in 
1348. Like “The Canterbury Tales,” “The Decameron” is a col-
lection of  stories recounted by a disparate group, in this case 
seven young women and three young men sheltering in a villa 
outside the city of  Florence to avoid the spreading sickness, 
passing the time telling stories. It seemed a perfect choice to 
read in these unsettled times, but admittedly, it’s slow going.

There’s an option on Goodreads to edit my challenge, and 
I considered it briefly. Maybe reduce my goal to 15? But that 
would be cheating and I’d only be cheating myself. And I can 
be a bit forgiving of  myself, I think, because when I set this 
challenge for myself  in early January, such an innocent time 
so long ago, there was no way to know the many other chal-
lenges that lay ahead.

VIEWPOINTS

What’s on your mind?
The Chatham News + Record welcomes letters from its readers on topics of local and public interest, as well as thoughtful 
and informative guest columns.
At our discretion, we may edit letters for clarity. We reserve the right to refuse letters and other submissions that promote 
a commercial product, contain either libelous material, personal attacks on individuals or vulgar language. Consumer 
complaints and letters containing unverifiable factual claims are ineligible for publication.
Each letter must contain the writer’s full name, address and daytime telephone number for verification. Letters should be 
no more than 400 words in length. Letters selected for publication may be edited and all letters become property of the 
Chatham News + Record.
To submit a letter: Mail it to the News + Record at P.O. Box 290, Siler City, N.C. 27344; or email to bhorner3@chathamnr.com; 
or drop by our office at 303 West Raleigh Street in Siler City.
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Unfortunately, as time goes along 
and the virus is still with us, more and 
more folks are experiencing periods 
of sadness, even depression and in 
some cases taking matters to the 
extreme by permanently dropping 
out of life by their own hand.



Heard enough about Chapel Hill?
Are you tired 

of  hearing about 
Chapel Hill? Have 
you heard enough 
to last a lifetime? 
Has the multipart 
ESPN series about 
Michael Jordan, 
“The Last Dance,” 
been the last 
straw?

Even so, there 
are things about the University 
of  North Carolina at Chapel Hill 
that all North Carolinians ought to 
know about this important institu-
tion.

So, here is a new book, “UNC A 
to Z: What Every Tar Heel Needs to 
Know about the First State Uni-
versity,” by Nicholas Graham, the 
university’s archivist, and Cecelia 
Moore, former university historian. 
Disguised as a campus guidebook, it 
is a serious and compelling universi-
ty portrait.

Maybe the first thing we should 
know is whether or not the insti-
tution in Chapel Hill is really the 
first state university. One of  the 
book’s hundreds of  alphabetical 
entries, “First State University,” 
explains that both Georgia and 
North Carolina have claimed the 
distinction: Georgia was the first 
to be chartered, and UNC the first 
to open. UNC admitted students 
in 1795. Georgia’s first student did 
not arrive until 1801. But “A to Z,” 
proving its objectiveness, gives 
its readers the facts and lets them 
make up their minds about which 
university is first.

The book deals similarly with 
the controversial and confusing 

question about the name of  UNC. 
Is it the University of  North Car-
olina, UNC, UNC-Chapel Hill, or 
Carolina?

“A to Z” answers in the intro-
duction: “Throughout the book, 
we refer to the University of  North 
Carolina at Chapel Hill using the 
familiar, shortened terms ‘UNC 
Chapel Hill,’ ‘Carolina,’ or ‘the 
university.’ In acknowledgment 
of  the university’s name change 
in 1963 when ‘at Chapel Hill’ was 
added, references in this book to 
‘UNC’ refer to the university pri-
marily during the period before the 
creation of  the consolidated state 
university system.”

If  this answer does not satisfy 
you, you are not alone. But it would 
take another whole book to give a 
complete story of  the university’s 
changing names.

Meanwhile, “A to Z” charges on 
with its short entries in conve-
nient alphabetical order. Many 
entries deal with places, build-
ings, or objects. I was curious to 
see what “A to Z” would say about 
the controversy over the Silent 
Sam statue.

“Confederate Monument” is one 
of  the book’s longer entries and 
one of  many that deal with the 
university’s complicated and con-
tinuing association with race. It 
cites the speech of  Julian Carr at 
the monument’s dedication in 1913 
praising the Confederate army for 
“saving the very life of  the Anglo 
Saxon race in the South.”

Only a few pages earlier in 
an entry titled “Carr Building,” 
“A to Z” notes that in 1900, this 
“frequent donor” funded the 

building in its entirety. Carr 
made a fortune in tobacco and 
textiles. In politics he actively 
championed “the cause of  white 
supremacy.”

Other campus buildings are 
named for important university 
figures who were also slaveholders 
or white supremacists.

Joseph Gregoire de Roulhac 
Hamilton chaired the history 
department from 1908 until 1930. 
Hamilton Hall is named for him.  
He was “an avowed white suprem-
acist” and defended “Ku Klux 
Klan violence and Jim Crow seg-
regation.” Hamilton energetically 
collected family and business 
records all over the South. These 
papers became the foundation of  
the Southern Historical Collec-
tion housed at the university’s 
library.

Interestingly, some of  the 
book’s most important informa-
tion was available only because 
of  Hamilton’s efforts. His records 
are “the primary sources that a 
younger generation of  histori-
ans would use to challenge and 
eventually discredit the work of  
Hamilton and other Confederate 
apologists.”

“A to Z” drips with the irony 
that some of  the university’s most 
progressive strengths are built on 
foundations of  the contributions of  
slaveholders and white suprema-
cists.

“A to Z” is a book, not just for 
Carolina loyalists, but also for 
everyone who wants to under-
stand the complex mix of  attri-
butes of  our first state universi-
ty.

Debt only delays what is due
Set aside for 

the moment 
how quickly 
and to what 
extent North 
Carolina and 
other states 
should reopen 
our econ-
omies. Set 
aside partisan 
wrangling 
ahead of  the 

2020 elections. Set aside the 
sweeping ideological claims 
about how COVID-19 “proves” 
everyone’s preexisting beliefs 
about the proper size and scope 
of  government.

Perhaps then we can all agree 
that the costs of  the pandemic 
are staggering — and that ask-
ing the “federal government” to 
pay for them, so that “we” don’t 
have to, is meaningless babble.

Going into the crisis, Wash-
ington was already running 
massive deficits, adding a 
trillion dollars a year to the 
national debt. That is, what 

Congress and the president 
wanted to spend at the moment 
significantly exceeded the taxes 
they were willing to impose at 
that moment to pay for them.

Unfortunately, that was only 
the easily recognized tip of  the 
preexisting debt iceberg. By 
the early 2030s, annual federal 
deficits were projected to climb 
to $2 trillion or more because of  
unfunded liabilities for Social 
Security, Medicare, and other 
entitlements.

Now, we must layer the 
current cost of  COVID-19 on top. 
Here are the projections from 
the Congressional Budget Office 
just for 2020. Start with the 
preexisting $1 trillion operat-
ing deficit. Add $2.2 trillion for 
the business loans, unemploy-
ment-insurance expansions, 
and other kinds of  federal relief  
already enacted. Then add 
another $500 billion for direct ef-
fects on the federal budget such 
as higher Medicaid utilization 
and lower tax collections.

That takes the deficit for this 

year alone to $3.7 trillion. Brian 
Riedl, a fiscal analyst for the 
Manhattan Institute, is more 
pessimistic about the budgetary 
effect and projects a $4.2 trillion 
deficit for 2020.

Furthermore, all analysts 
agree that COVID-19 will damp-
en revenue and heighten spend-
ing beyond this year. Riedl’s 
estimate is that the effects of  the 
Great Suppression will translate 
into $8 trillion in deficits over 
the decade. The national debt 
would rise to $41 trillion by 2030, 
or 128% of the gross domestic 
product projected for that year. 
“This would exceed the national 
debt at the height of  World War 
II,” he observes.

It’s a staggering bill. And we 
are all going to pay a chunk of  
it, directly or indirectly. Forget 
the fanciful notion that politi-
cians can make “the wealthy” 
and “big corporations” pay the 
bill. You can steal every penny 
from the mega-rich and not get 
anywhere close to that.

It gets worse, though, because 

politicians — and in fairness, we 
the public in our panicked state 
— don’t seem to be finished with 
COVID-19 relief. There is talk of  
still-more grants and loans for 
distressed businesses and still-
more-massive bailouts of  state 
and local governments.

North Carolina’s budget defi-
cit alone may exceed $4 billion 
this year, according to some 
estimates. The state has wisely 
set aside a rainy day fund and 
other reserves, but those can-
not fully bridge such a gap.

“Let’s get Washington to pay 
for it!” many insist. Many in 
the rest of  the country are say-
ing the same. Essentially, they 
dream of  filling up their side of  
the bathtub by scooping water 
from the other side. There will 
be lots of  splashing around. 
But the math doesn’t work. 
State taxpayers are also federal 
taxpayers.

Facing the post-COVID fiscal 
realities in North Carolina and 
the rest of  the country will 
mean accepting some hard 

truths. For the foreseeable 
future, there won’t be any more 
large-scale tax relief. We aren’t 
going to expand entitlements, 
and indeed they will have to be 
trimmed and means-tested.

Boosting federal debt is not an 
alternative to paying our bills. 
It merely delays when the bill 
is due, while increasing the size 
of  that bill at least a little — and 
perhaps more than a little if  our 
abnormally low interest rates 
rise closer to normal levels over 
the coming decade.

Saving lives and shielding 
households and businesses 
from immediate ruin may well 
be objectives worthy of  the 
money we are spending. But 
that’s the point: we the taxpay-
ers are incurring the expense, 
not “the government.”

John Hood (@JohnHoodNC) 
is chairman of  the John Locke 
Foundation and appears on 
“NC SPIN,” broadcast statewide 
at 7:30 p.m. Fridays and 12:30 
p.m. Sundays on UNC-TV.

No ‘new’ 
normal

We are living through a crisis. The coronavi-
rus pandemic has brought physical, emotional 
and economic suffering. No one knows what the 
future holds. It may well include greater hard-
ships and more tragedies. We do not even know 
if  the end is in sight.

So, on the one hand, I get it that we want to 
return to “normal.”

But don’t use the phrase “new normal.” I 
think we can do much better.

Throughout history, people of  different 
religious faiths and philosophies have abided by 
the same principal: we trust where we are going 
by remembering where we have been. But we 
should not make an idol of  the past. We should 
be open to the great possibility of  the future.

The congregation I serve, Chapel in the Pines 
Presbyterian Church, was chartered in 2009. 
Granted, we have not met in our sanctuary since 
mid-March and, yes, it is painful that we cannot 
gather for worship in the foreseeable future. But 
a few years ago, our sanctuary wasn’t even built! 
What was “normal” a decade ago is far short of  
what we had come to expect in 2019.

Please understand that I do not wish to dimin-
ish or dismiss the tragedies that have occurred 
as a result of  COVID-19.

It is true, however, that there are signs of  
new life all around us. Blue skies are now seen 
over Los Angeles and Beijing for the first time 
in decades. Birdsong can once again be heard 
in Manhattan and New Delhi. Rivers and 
oceans are running clearer and cleaner. And 
not only are people connecting to the natural 
world, but we are also reconnecting to one an-
other. The irony of  social distancing is that the 
separation has caused many people to pick up 
a phone and called extended family members 
and neighbors just to check-in. Several local 
nonprofits have joined together to create the 
Chatham Solidarity Fund to raise money in 
support of  people in need, particularly immi-
grants.

Immigration, of  course, is a so-called hot 
button issue. It’s no secret that our country’s 
recent history has been tense and divisive. 
Whereas “normal” just a few months ago would 
have included bitter partisan politics, today the 
vast majority of  people recognize the sacrifice 
necessary to care for the common good and are 
overwhelmingly supportive of  our essential 
employees, especially our heroic healthcare 
workers.

Thinking of  heroes, perhaps you know the sto-
ry of  the Apollo 13 lunar module. As the oxygen 
tank failed, there was the terrible possibility that 
the spaceship would not return safely to earth. 
Gene Kranz, the lead flight director, overheard 
fellow NASA employees lamenting that this 
could be the worst disaster in the organization’s 
history. But Kranz responded:

“With all due respect, I believe this is going to 
be our finest hour.”

We are living through a crisis. Yet we also 
have an incredible opportunity. Let’s rocket past 
normal. Let’s be extraordinary.

How will we come out of this?
Lib, my retired 

Methodist Pastor 
wife, and I have 
been married for 
55 years and our 
household has 
always been filled 
with interesting, 
sometimes differ-
ing but generally 
entertaining con-
versations about 
current issues. A 

recent afternoon discussion on our 
deck raised the question as to how 
we will emerge from this COVID-19 
pandemic. I hope you find it inter-
esting. 

ME:
Are Americans more willing to 

fight a war with bullets against 
a foreign nation than we are for 
our own health? Before answer-
ing I remembered the stories my 
parents told about how people 
willingly rationed butter, gas, 
sugar and other items for the war 
effort in World War II. Our people 
were willing to sacrifice to win 
that war. 

For the first time since World 
War II every North Carolinian 
has been asked to sacrifice. But 
30 days into stay-home orders — 
designed to reduce the spread of  
a highly contagious and poten-
tially deadly disease — a growing 
number are rebelling by pro-
testing, leaving our homes and 
disobeying crowd size limitations, 
face masking and cleanliness sug-
gestions. Partisanship, rumors, 
anger, ugly rhetoric and blame 
increase daily. 

Without question COVID-19 has 
been painful for everyone, but the 
anger is being fueled by those who 
neither believe how potent this coro-
navirus is nor accept the restric-
tions as solutions. They claim the 
economic damage is worse than the 
deaths they consider a small price to 
pay to earn money. 

We have become skeptical, 
distrustful, unwilling to sacrifice 
and, apparently, selfish instead of  
selfless. We are a far different people 
than those in the 1940s. 

We no longer trust elected 
officials, business leaders or much 
of  anyone — sometimes for good 
reason. Leaders too frequently fili-
buster, pivot remarks to evade direct 
questions or shade the truth. Too 
frequently the media, which increas-
ingly has staked out philosophical 
and political alliances, permits 
leaders’ behavior and sensational-
izes stories. We follow social media, 
where people can say anything, true 
or not. 

To come out of  this COVID-19 
pandemic we need leaders who tell 
us unvarnished truth, whether it 
benefits them, their political party 
or business interests. They must 
demonstrate they serve the common 
good, not just a narrow constituen-
cy. But we must be willing to follow 
their leadership, not just when it is 
convenient or serves our best inter-
ests or our affiliations. They usually 
see a bigger picture than do we. 
Untruthful and untrustworthy lead-
ers should be turned out of  office or 
punished in other ways.

In World War II we were united in 
fighting for freedom. We won’t come 
out of  this crisis until we do the 
same today.

MY WIFE:
The 1918 deadly H1N1 flu came in 

three waves, killing nearly 700,000 
people in the United States. Farther 
back in history, another pandemic 
changed the world. The Black Death, 
or Bubonic Plague, decimated 
Europe in the 14th century. Millions 
of  Europeans, including half  of  the 
population of  Florence, Italy, died 
brutal deaths. Those who remained 
were shaken. Their grief  and dis-
ruption of  life was compounded by 
financial ruin that threatened their 
future.

History tells what happens next. 

The people of  Florence rose up. Out 
of  their pain a new thing was born. 
We know it as the Renaissance. Re-
birth, re-generation, reformation, 
re-set, and Resurrection are the 
story of  life that emerges beyond 
pain and even death.

How we come out of  this pan-
demic as whole people depends 
on how we respond to what we 
have learned. Pandemic shutdown 
has exposed cracks, shortcom-
ings and failings of  our culture. 
Inequality, racism, hate and anger 
are right at the fore and we see 
clearly how we have failed one 
another. Poverty, healthcare, and 
education issues are exposed as 
serious unsolved problems. The 
rural divide is stark, and nobody 
seems to have vision or interest 
to solve problems for the good of  
all. We will come out of  this if  we 
can awaken to the truth that we 
are only as strong as our weakest; 
only as rich as the poorest among 
us. We will come out of  this when 
we begin to examine our own 
souls. Where is empathy? Where 
is compassion? What is enough? 
Who is being left behind?

We will come out of  this as we 
look to those who are innovating 
a future.  Somebody told me once, 
“Creativity springs from a restful 
mind.” We, who are made in the 
image of  God, have great capacity 
for creativity. The unleashing of  
creativity in the world will be part 
of  coming back from the pain of  
the pandemic. Our time of  rest and 
sheltering seeds creativity. God is 
always doing a new thing. If  we see 
it, claim it, and work to live into 
it, we will come out of  this. Who 
knows, maybe we will be better for 
it all.

Tom Campbell is former assistant 
North Carolina State Treasurer and 
is creator/host of  NC SPIN, a weekly 
statewide television discussion of  
N.C. issues that airs on UNC-TV.
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Chatham’s meat-processing plants under 
COVID-19 microscope as operations continue

BY ZACHARY 
HORNER

News + Record Staff

Meat-processing 
plants like Siler City’s 
Mountaire Farms and 
Brookwood Farms are 
now required to contin-
ue operations during 
the pandemic, despite 
concerns from lawmak-
ers and advocacy groups 
about the virus’ spread.

President Donald 
Trump signed an execu-
tive order last Tuesday 
requiring the U.S. Sec-
retary of  Agriculture 
to “take all appropriate 
action...to ensure that 
meat and poultry pro-
cessors continue oper-
ations consistent with 
the guidance for their 
operations.” The order 
would, in practice, keep 
processors like Mountaire 
Farms and Brookwood 
Farms in Siler City open 
throughout the COVID-19 
pandemic.

Multiple meat pro-
cessing plants across 
the United States have 
closed in the wake of  
outbreaks — specifical-
ly, the Smithfield Foods 
plant in Sioux Falls, 
South Dakota; the JBS 
pork-processing facility 
in Worthington, Minne-
sota; and Tyson Fresh 
Foods’ plant in Waterloo, 
Iowa. According to an 
April 27 report from 
CNN Business, those 
three plants account for 
“approximately 15 per-
cent of  pork production” 
across the country.

Trump’s order states 
that “it is important” for 
such plants to continue 
operations “to ensure 
a continued supply of  
protein for Americans.” 
Closures of  plants, the 
order says, “threaten the 
continued functioning 
of  the national meat and 
poultry supply chain, 
undermining critical 
infrastructure during the 
national emergency.”

“Given the high volume 
of  meat and poultry 
processed by many facil-
ities, any unnecessary 
closures can quickly have 
a large effect on the food 
supply chain,” the order 
states. “For example, 
closure of  a single large 
beef  processing facility 
can result in the loss of  
over 10 million individual 
servings of  beef  in a sin-

gle day. Similarly, under 
established supply chains, 
closure of  a single meat 
or poultry processing fa-
cility can severely disrupt 
the supply of  protein to 
an entire grocery store 
chain.”

The order utilizes the 
Defense Production Act to 
give the president author-
ity to require companies 
to operate in a certain 
way to meet national 
defense needs.

The decision was met 
with skepticism from U.S. 
Rep. David Price (D-N.C.), 
whose Fourth District 
will encompass most of  
Chatham County start-
ing next year. Price and 
fellow Rep. Mark Pocan 
(D-Wisconsin) sent a 
letter to Trump and other 
administration officials, 
seeking mandated pro-
tections for workers in 
meat-processing plants. 
Price said in a statement 
that keeping plants open 
without “adequate” pro-
tections “places workers 
at extraordinary risk.”

“Severe outbreaks 
across meat-processing 
plants reveal the major 

deficiencies in protective 
measures with tragic 
results,” he said. “A 
secure food supply chain 
depends on the safety and 
wellbeing of  frontline 
workers who should not 
have to choose between 
their health and their 
work. I urge the adminis-
tration to implement our 
recommendations and 
will continue to monitor 
the situation to ensure 
that workers’ health 
remains a priority.”

The total spread of  
COVID-19 at Mountaire 
Farms’ Siler City plant is 
not entirely clear. Media 
reports from last week 
stated that more than 
70 workers and family 
members had tested 
positive for the virus, 
but the company has not 
responded to multiple at-
tempts for comment since 
the executive order went 
into place. Mark Reif, the 
company’s community 
relations manager for 
North Carolina, told the 
News + Record on April 
15 that the company has 
been “proactive” in trying 
to protect employees 

during the outbreak.
“Our employees are 

considered ‘essential 
employees’ working in 
an ‘essential industry’ 
to help ensure people 
have the food they need,” 
Reif  said. “We have an 
amazing team at Moun-
taire Farms, that works 
together to produce the 
best quality products that 
our customers have come 
to expect from us. They 
have faced this challenge 
with strength and deter-
mination and we’re proud 
of  them every day.”

The Chatham County 
Public Health Depart-
ment has continued to 
work with other agencies 
like Piedmont Health Ser-

vices to track Mountaire 
employees and family 
members with COVID-19 
symptoms, according to a 
statement released May 
1 from CCPHD Director 
Layton Long.

“While the CCPHD 
does not have the au-
thority to inspect or 
permit meat-processing 
facilities,” Long said, “we 
have long understood 
the importance of  these 
facilities to feeding com-
munities as well as the 
potential for the virus to 
spread among employees 
and in the community.”

Long’s statement said 
that the department has 
collaborated with the 
county’s Emergency 

Management depart-
ment, the N.C. Dept. 
of  Health and Human 
Services and the N.C. Na-
tional Guard, as well as 
Piedmont Health, since 
Mountaire’s first case 
was reported, and that 
mitigation and contain-
ment efforts were put in 
place before then.

“Local agencies and 
partners in Chatham 
County recognized early 
in the pandemic that its 
impacts could be consid-
erable and widespread, 
particularly in those 
facilities and business-
es that would be most 
vulnerable,” Long said. 
“Mountaire Farms was 
the first of  these facilities 
we were able to meet with 
in late March.”

As meat-processing 
plants continue oper-
ations throughout the 
pandemic, organizations 
like The Hispanic Liaison 
in Siler City have been 
raising awareness of  
concerns at the Moun-
taire plant. A Facebook 
post from April 29 said 
Mountaire tested 356 
“symptomatic workers 
and family members,” a 
small number relative to 
the total workforce.

“Many more family 
members are sick and 
didn’t get tested,” the post 
stated. “There’s an as-
sumption that if one family 
member is sick, others have 
contracted as well, which 
eschews the real number 
of infections in our small 
town. According to workers 
we have spoken with, 
Mountaire is implement-
ing the safety measures 
they promised, but they’re 
worried that the company 
is not sharing information 
with them about the extent 
of the outbreak.”

Reporter Zachary Horner 
can be reached at zhorn-
er@chathamnr.com or on 
Twitter at @ZachHorn-
erCNR.
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Additionally, the county’s property 
tax rate will not be altered and remain 
at 67 cents per $100 of  assessed value.

LaMontagne said the theme of  this 
year’s budget was “choices,” reflecting 
decisions that had to be made in light 
of  projected revenue changes due to 
COVID-19.

“The budget theme reflects our difficult 
choice we have to make,” he said. “In the 
face of many unknowns, we had to focus 
on what we do know, project our revenue 
cautiously and make careful choices 
about the services we can provide.”

The county government was project-
ed to exceed expected revenues prior to 
the pandemic. Sales tax receipts were 13 
percent over budget, LaMontagne said, 
and property tax collection was “slight-
ly over” projections. Based on this, the 

county budget plan makes “conserva-
tive” additions, he said, to maintain the 
current debt model, support Chatham 
County Schools and serve residents.

“As things stand today, it appears that 
we will continue to meet our projected rev-
enue,” he said. “There is a lot of specula-
tion. Time will tell whether our projections 
are right or wrong. Our revenue projec-
tions are broadly conservative. Every day 
there’s a new report to consider.”

The News + Record will feature a 
story in next week’s edition looking at 
the budget proposal more in-depth. The 
whole document is available online. 
The public will be allowed to weigh in 
during a public hearing on May 18, with 
county board of  commissioner work 
sessions scheduled for May 21, 22 and 28. 
The budget is projected to be finalized 
by June 15.

Reporter Zachary Horner can be reached 
at zhorner@chathamnr.com or on Twit-
ter at @ZachHornerCNR.

BUDGET
Continued from page A1
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Mountaire Farms in Siler City has been home to more than 70 positive COVID-19 tests of employees 
and their family members, according to media reports, as advocates express concerns about the plant 
staying open.
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BY CASEY MANN
News + Record Staff

PITTSBORO — Andrea 
Batsche was looking 
forward to spring and the 
start of  “First Sundays” 
in Pittsboro.

As the new year began, 
the owner of  New Karma 
for Old Threads, located 
adjacent to the circle 
in downtown Pittsboro, 
was seeing an uptick in 
her business. There had 
been a lull in the protests 
over the Confederate 
monument that used to 
sit in front of  the Historic 
Chatham County Court-
house, which Batsche said 
“changed the feeling of  
downtown.”

“I was feeling really 
good,” she said, “like we 
were turning a corner.”

Then came COVID-19 
— which has done to 
Batsche what it’s done 
to nearly every business: 
forced changes.

Batsche is an artist 
with fabric. She takes old 
fabrics, reuses, reworks 
and up-cycles older 
garments and transforms 
them into something new. 
She’s not just a seam-
stress. As she says, she 
“works in memories.” 

She recalled one cus-
tomer who asked her to 
re-work her father’s shirt 
and bag from the Air 
Force and fashion it into 
a bag for the customer’s 
sister as a gift. When she 
was able to make two 
bags, the customer was 
“touched” by being able 
to have that piece of  her 
father for herself  as well.

“I have profound ex-
periences doing memory 
designs,” Batsche said. “I 
get so overcome with the 
deep connection. I realized 
that my dad was a Veteran 
during the same era, Viet-
nam. He came back, but 

didn’t come back. There’s 
a real energy, the energy 
is in these clothes. It’s 
such an honor. It’s not just 
sewing a thing but working 
in memories. Every single 
project has a different 
story and a different family 
energy. It’s me working, 
honoring that time.”

Her items are made to 
order and “absolutely 
unique,” attracting repeat 
customers that have a 
specific niche whether it’s 
vintage, a boho vibe or 
something special. Each 
item is distinct not just 
because of  the fabrics, but 
because of  the person she 

is creating the item for. 
And her shop, an “empo-
rium of  creativity,” was 
also a destination, similar 
to “hanging out at your 
favorite coffee shop.”

She recalled a mother 
and daughter who would 
drive hours from their 
home outside of  Charlotte 
once a month when receiv-
ing treatments at Duke 

Hospital. Coming to her 
shop was “part of  their 
outing.” They would stop 
by each month and buy 
something. She tapped vis-
itors from Raleigh, South-
ern Pines, Winston-Salem 
and Asheboro who came 
into town looking to see 
“what was new.”

“It became quite a desti-
nation,” Batsche said.

When stores began clos-
ing their doors to walk-in 
traffic after the onset of  
COVID-19, Batsche was 
there, in the store. But 
soon, she stopped going.

“I was so depressed at 
an empty store with the 
empty streets,” she said. 
“It was so much silence. I 
decided to not go in any-
more. My husband and 
son were staying at home 
and I felt like I should hon-
or what they are doing. 
I sat in a dark cloud and 
didn’t know what to do.”

As a result, Batsche has 
decided to “re-define” a 
bit. With the help of  her 
daughter, she started 
an online store at www.
newkarmaforoldthreads.
com. She admits that her 
particular art form — 
custom made goods for 
clients — is somewhat 
difficult on that type of  
platform since “fabrics 
are meant to be felt.” She 
still has many vintage 
goods that she has offered 
for sale online and is still-
ing working on people’s 
“memories.” She thinks 
that with 2020 graduates 
missing out on so many 
things this year, there 
may be an opportunity 
for creating custom goods 
from fabrics of  their 
childhood to commemo-
rate in a whole new way.

These days, Batsche is 
doing appointments and 
is considering ways to do 
virtual sewing classes and 
meetings with clients. In 
the end, she believes that 
there is still hope in the art 
of her creations for others.

“Before opening, I had 
a tremendous amount of  
support from close friends, 
my family and other local 
artists,” she said. “I could 
not have done this without 
their love and support. 
I am eternally grateful 
to each act of  kindness 
bestowed upon me.

“Going forward, I really 
hope that the communi-
ty continues to support 
these unique small busi-
nesses and artists. I think 
we have a glimpse of  how 
we can make things better 
for the community as a 
whole.”

Casey Mann can be 
reached at CaseyMann@
Chathamnr.com.
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New Karma in the COVID-19 age

Andrea 
Batsche, 
owner 
of New 
Karma 
for Old 
Threads in 
Pittsboro, 
created a 
silk dress 
from old 
ties.

Staff photo 
by Kim 
Hawks

Staff photo by Kim Hawks

Families who have lost family members bring mementos 
to New Karma for Old Threads in Pittsboro. Owner 
Andrea Batsche creates new designs for her clients, 
creating something new with old memories.

Staff photo by Kim Hawks

New Karma for Old Threads is located on the 
circle in the heart of Pittsboro.

Batsche 
took a 
plain 
taupe 
top and 
added a 
vintage 
doily and 
lace to 
upcycle 
into a 
whole 
new 
look.

Staff photo 
by Kim 
Hawks

Staff photo by Kim Hawks

Andrea Batsche, owner of New Karma for Old 
Threads in Pittsboro, shows off a dress she up-
cycled adding a little lace and trim, creating a new 
summer dress from old clothes.
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OBITUARIES

LORA DELL RAMSEY 
PARKER

Lora Dell Ramsey Parker, 92, 
of  Pittsboro, died Thursday, 
April 30, 2020. 

A graveside service was held 
Monday, May 4, 2020 at 1:30 p.m. 
at Bynum United Methodist 
Church Cemetery with Rev. 
Ray Gooch presiding. 

Lora was born in Fayette 
County, WV on August 12, 1927 
to the late Emmett Ramsey and 
Clara McKnight Ramsey. She 
was also preceded in death by 
her husband Murray Gipson 
Parker, brothers, Gary Ramsey 
and Earl Ramsey, and sisters 
Patsy Stephens, Thelma Ste-

phens, and Jackie DeBerry. 
Survivors include her son, 

Dennis Parker of  Pittsboro; 
daughter, Linda Smithwick of  
Pittsboro; brother, Bob Ramsey 
of  Portsmouth, VA, Billy Joe 
Ramsey of  Barnesville, GA; 
sisters, Shelby Soesbee and 
Vivian McFarland, both of  GA; 
two grandchildren and three 
great-grandchildren. 

In lieu of  flowers the family 
asks for memorial contributions 
to be made in Lora’s memory 
to Rock Spring Baptist Church, 
29 Rock Springs Church Road, 
Pittsboro, NC 27312. 

Condolences may be made at: 
www.donaldsonfunerals.com .

TYSONIA FRANCINE 
(BARKLEY) BRINKLEY

Tysonia “Francine” Brinkley, 
69 of  Raleigh, passed away Sat-
urday, April 25, 2020 at Hillcrest 
Raleigh.

The funeral service was held 
at 2 p.m. Saturday, May 2, 2020 at 
Knotts Funeral Home in Sanford.

JOHN WESLEY 
MCDONALD 

John Wesley McDonald, 83, 
passed away on Friday, May 1, 
2020 at Maimonides Medical 
Center, Brooklyn, NY.

Services entrusted to: 
Knotts Funeral Home, San-
ford.

JOEY LEE DIAZ
Joey Lee Diaz, 66, of  Broad-

way, passed away on Monday, 
April 27, 2020 at his home.

A graveside service was held 
Saturday, May 2, 2020 at 11 a.m. 
at Lee Memory Garden

Joey was born in Lee County 
on April 4, 1954 to the late Lena 
Mae Butler Diaz. In addition 
to his mother, he was preceded 
in death by his grandparents, 
Vester Lee Butler, Sr. and Omie 
Holder Butler and brother, 
Tony Gregory Haire. He worked 
in sales for contractor supplies.

He is survived by his wife, 
Ava Dalrymple Diaz; son, Joey 
Lee Diaz, II of  Broadway; and 
sister, Michelle Diaz Holland of  
Fuquay-Varina.

Condolences may be made at 
www.bridgescameronfuneral-
home.com.

LYNDA JOYCE RAY HALL
Lynda Joyce Ray Hall, 66, of  

Bear Creek, died Monday, April 
27, 2020 at her home.

A graveside service was held 
Friday, May 1, 2020 at 4 p.m. at 
Westwood Cemetery with Rev. 
Bob Wachs presiding. 

Lynda was born in Durham 
County on May 27, 1953 to the 
late Dwight Norris Ray and 
Lydia Ruth Teer Ray. 

Survivors include her 
husband, Robert Bruce Hall; 
daughter, Meredith Ellyn Mann 
Jones of  Jacksonville, FL., Liz-
abeth Amy Mann Marcum of  
Summerfield; sisters, Jill Ellen 
Ray Chesser of  Isle of  Palm, 
SC, Kay Ray Edwards of  Chapel 
Hill; and four grandchildren.

In lieu of  flowers the family 
asks for donations to be made 
in Lynda’s memory to the 
National MS Society, P.O. Box 
91891, Washington DC 20090-
1891.

Condolences may be made at: 
www.donaldsonfunerals.com .

NANCY FRYE HILL
Nancy Frye Hill, 73, of  Sea-

grove, passed away Friday, May 
1, 2020 at her home. 

She was born on May 27, 1946 
to Edith Louise Phillips Frye 
and Alton James Frye. She 
was employed as a corrections 
officer with the NC DPS. She 
was a member of  Fall Creek 
Baptist Church. In addition to 
her parents, she was preceded 
in death by her son, Travis Hill, 
brothers, Jimmy Frye, Charles 
Frye and sister, Cathy Kidd.

She is survived by a son, 
Bryan Thomas Hill of  the 
home; sisters: Gladys Pearce of  
N. Myrtle Beach, SC, Marga-
ret Beauchamp of  Lakeview, 
Betty McRainey of  Burlington, 
Carole Smith of  Snow Camp; 
brother, Terry Fry of  Rob-
bins; two grandchildren, two 
step-grandchildren, and five 
step-great-grandchildren. 

Due to the COVID-19 virus, 
a public gathering will not be 
held. 

The immediate family held 
a private service on Wednes-
day, May 6, 2020 at  p.m. at the 
Joyce-Brady Chapel with Rev. 
George Townsend presiding. 
Burial was at Fall Creek Baptist 
Church Cemetery. 

In lieu of  flowers, memorials 
may be made to Fall Creek Bap-
tist Church Cemetery Fund, 
1745 Fall Creek Church Road, 
Bennett, NC 27208.

Condolences may be offered 
online at: www.joycebrady-
chapel.com.

JOAQUIN ALBERTO ORTIZ
Mr. Joaquin Alberto Ortiz, 

87 of  Pittsboro, passed away 
Thursday, April 23, 2020 at his 
residence.

Burial was held Wednesday, 
April 29, 2020 at Sandhills Vet-
erans Cemetery at Fort Bragg.

ERIC TRAVIS TATE
Eric Travis Tate, 64, of  Chap-

el Hill passed away on Tuesday, 
April 28, 2020 at UNC Hospitals. 

Graveside services were held 
at 3 p.m. Saturday, May 2, 20202 
at Carrboro Cemetery. 

ALPHONZO WOMBLE
Mr. Alphonzo Womble, 82, of  

Siler City, passed away Mon-
day, April 27, at Summerville 
Community Hospice House 
in Summerville, SC. Services 
entrusted to Knotts and Son 
Funeral Home.

JEAN PEATROSS ADAMS
Jean Peatross Adams, 88, of  

Pittsboro passed away Friday, 
April 17, 2020.  

Arrangements by the Crema-
tion Society of  the Carolinas, 
www.CremationSocietyNC.
com .

JOSHUA RILEY DUNN
Joshua Riley Dunn, 33, of  Raleigh 

died Monday, April 27, 2020. 
Mr. Dunn was born in Orange 

County on January 28, 1987, the son 
of  Phillip Berry Dunn and the late Al-
ice Riddle Conner. Joshua was a grad-
uate of  Cary High School and East 
Carolina University with a degree 
in Education. He had served twelve 
years as a Specialist with the Army 
National Guard. He was of  the Baptist 
Faith and was currently working 
in restaurant management. Joshua 
enjoyed cooking, fishing, drawing and 
painting, online games and animals. 

He was a good handyman and enjoyed taking on a project. 
Joshua was preceded in death by his mother and his ma-

ternal grandparents, John and Emily Riddle. He is survived 
by his father, Phillip Dunn of  Siler City; one sister, Cara Hall 
and husband Dustin of  Raleigh; aunt, Jackie Dunn of  Siler 
City; niece, Ava Grace Hall; and paternal grandparents, Cliff 
and Ann Dunn of  Siler City. 

A private memorial service for the family was held Sunday, 
May 3, 2020 at 2 p.m. with Rev. Bobby Shutt, officiating.

A memorial service with military honors will be held at a 
later date.

Online condolences may be made at: www.pughfuneral-
home.com . 

Smith & Buckner Funeral Home is assisting the family. 
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JESSE FRANKLIN ABRIGHT, SR.
Jesse Franklin Albright, Sr., 91, 

of  Coleridge Road, Siler City died 
Friday, May 1, 2020 at UNC Hospice, 
Pittsboro. 

Jesse was the oldest child of  Joe 
Fulton and Bertha (Murray) Albright, 
born on December 1, 1928. Jesse 
retired from Durham Life Insurance 
after 14 years of  service. He worked 
with State Capitol for 10 years. Prior 
to his career in Insurance he worked 
with Dossenbach’s Furniture in Siler 
City. 

Jesse was preceded in death by 
his parents and his wife Betty Sue (Hudson) Albright. 
Betty was his wife, helpmate, friend and confidant for 61 
years. They both loved traveling and were members of  
the Chatham County Scampers for several years. They 
made a second home in Badin Lake and Jesse was very 
instrumental in getting Badin Shores Church found-
ed and active. Jesse was faithful to His Lord and loved 
to share his faith. He was a member of  Moon’s Chapel 
Baptist Church. He was a very active member of  the NRA 
and held firm to our 2ND Amendment Rights under the 
Constitution. He was an avid hunter and loved to share 
his “tales” of  bringing home the meat for his family. 
He believed hunting wasn’t just a sport but a means for 
providing for his family. Jesse was a “true patriot” and 
served his county in the Korean Conflict. 

He is survived by his son, Franklin Albright, Jr. and 
wife, Linda of  Siler City; loving granddaughter, Tiffany 
Albright; great-granddaughter, Lua Albright and sib-
lings, Geraldine Callicutt of  Asheboro, Pauline Jarrell 
and husband, David of  Asheboro, Ray Albright and wife, 
Carolyn of  Ramseur, Faye Craven and husband, Floyd 
of  High Point, Betty Joe Cox and husband, Maurice of  
Athens, TX, and Elaine Kearns and husband, Neal of  
Asheboro. 

The funeral will be at Moon’s Chapel Baptist Church, Siler 
City with Dr. Rev. Patrick Fuller officiating. Burial will be in 
Chatham Memorial Park, Siler City. 

Memorials may be made to Moon’s Chapel Baptist 
Church Building Fund, 175 Moon’s Chapel Road, Siler 
City, NC 27344 or UNC Hospice, PO Box 1077, Pittsboro, 
NC 27312. 

Due to the Covid-19 virus all services will be private but 
friends are encouraged to visit the Smith & Buckner website 
or come by the office to register condolences. 

LINDA GAIL SNYDER MARSH 
Linda Gail Snyder Marsh, 75, of  

Siler City died Saturday, May 2, 2020 
at Siler City Center.

Mrs. Marsh was born in Cha-
tham County on March 20, 1945, 
the daughter of  Virgil T. and Swan-
nie Beatrice (Mashburn) Snyder. 
Linda was a member of  the First 
Baptist Church where she was a 
member of  the church choir and 
had taught Sunday School. Linda 
was a homemaker and had worked 
as a teacher’s assistant at Chatham 
Middle School and Jordan-Mat-
thews High. She also worked as 

a customer service representative for Welford Harris. 
She was a member of  the Gideon Auxiliary, and enjoyed 
traveling and singing. Linda had an outgoing person-
ality, a quick wit and an infectious spirit that brought 
pleasure to all she met. Linda never met a stranger, was 
blessed with a tender heart and a motherly instinct for 
all children. 

She was preceded in death by her parents; brothers, Roger 
and Talmadge Snyder and a sister, Nadine Brady. 

She is survived by her husband of  53 years, Charles 
R. Marsh; one daughter, Janie Marsh Stewart of  Apex; 
two sons, Stephen C. Marsh and wife Kathleen of  Siler 
City and Mike Marsh of  Siler City; grandchildren, 
Joseph Marsh, Kailee, Lexi, Scotty Stewart; two broth-
ers: Tommy Snyder of  Manteo, NC, and Jerry Snyder of  
Pineville, NC. 

Due to the Covid-19 virus, a private graveside service will 
be held at Loves Creek Baptist Cemetery with Rev. Jim Wall 
and Rev. Allen Admire officiating. 

Friends are encouraged to visit the Smith & Buckner web-
site or come by the office to register condolences. 

EDWIN EASLEY “BUDDY” WHITT, JR.
Edwin Easley “Buddy” Whitt, 

Jr. passed away May 1, 2020 at his 
daughters’ home in Pittsboro, NC, 
surrounded by loved ones. 

Born in Red Star, W.VA, on No-
vember 11, 1940 to the late Edwin 
Easley Whitt, Sr. and Frances Gor-
don Pittman, he was also preceded 
in death by his only sister, Connie 
Hoover.

He joined the Army out of  High 
School and served as a paratroop-
er in the 82nd Airborne Division, 
stationed in Frankfurt, Germany. 
Never understanding the need to 

jump out of  a perfectly good airplane he used his GI Bill 
to obtain his pilot’s license and flew small aircraft for 
pleasure. After discharge from the Army he apprenticed 
for the National Cash Register Company. He started out 
repairing registers and through hard work and applying 
his analytical mind moved up to working on mainframe 
computers. He taught himself  programming and spent 
the rest of  his career working for various companies, as a 
computer programmer. 

After his retirement he enjoyed spending time with his 
children, grandchildren and his beloved little dog Tucker. 
He loved tinkering with cars and doing carpentry work that 
required the finesse of  an axe.

He is survived by his two daughters, Teresa Frances Whitt 
(Cheryl) of  Pittsboro, NC, Vondy Whitt Pope of  Burnsville, 
NC, and one son, Edwin Keith Whitt (Danielle) of  Virginia 
Beach, VA: and grandchildren, Frances Pope, Logan Pope, 
Christos Komis and River Whitt. 

He will be greatly missed by his family. 
A private service will be held. 
Condolences may be made at: www.donaldsonfunerals.com .
Donaldson Funeral Home & Crematory is honored to serve 

the Whitt family.
To send flowers to the family or plant a tree in memory of  

Edwin Easley Whitt, Jr., please visit our floral store.

RUBY LOIS DIXON HOLT
Ruby Lois Dixon Holt, 91, passed 

away on May 1, 2020 in Columbia, 
South Carolina. She was the widow of  
Bobby Gene Holt. 

Born in Siler City, North Carolina 
on December 8, 1928, she was the 
daughter of  Carl King Dixon and 
Nancy Alma Cox. She graduated from 
Siler City High School and was em-
ployed at Boling Chair Company for 
nearly 50 years. She was a member of  
First Baptist Church, Siler City, since 
1947, and served as a Deacon, Sunday 
School teacher, and was involved in 

many other areas of  service for the church. 
She is survived by her son, Kenneth Dixon Holt and 

daughter-in-law, Cici Holt; grandsons, Nicholas P. Holt (Rae 
LeGrone), Patrick D. Holt (Nina Kane), Michael J. Allison 
(Kristin) and Kevin A. Allison (Anne); great-grandchildren, 
Carl LeGrone, Hazel LeGrone, and Andrew Allison; broth-
er-in-law Elmer Holt, Jr. (Dixie); sister-in-law Anita Seawell 
(Roger); nephew, Philip Pritchard; niece, Beth Seawell; many 
cousins and countless friends. She was predeceased by her 
parents, her husband, and her sister, Carlene D. Pritchard 
(Jack).  At her request, there will be a graveside service only, 
held on Saturday, May 9, 2020 at Chatham Memorial Park, 
Siler City. 

Her wish was that in lieu of  flowers, donations may be 
made to the Baptist Childrens’ Home or a charity of  donor’s 
choice or following her example, simply do an act of  kindness 
for someone. 

Friends may register condolences at Smith & Buckner 
Funeral Home on Saturday, May 9, 2020 from 9 to 12 Noon. 

The family would like to extend a special thanks to the 
Forest Pines Staff in Columbia, SC, and to her caregivers at 
Prisma Baptist Hospital, Columbia, SC. 

Online condolences may be made at: www.pughfuneral-
home.com .

THOMAS H. GRIFFIN JR 
Thomas H. Griffin Jr. passed away 

peacefully at home on May 3rd, 2020 
surrounded by loved ones.

Born in Fayetteville, NC on Febru-
ary 3rd, 1950 to the late Jean Johnson 
and Thomas H. Griffin Sr. He was also 
preceded in death by his loving wife 
Teresa Griffin, sister Becky Richard-
son, sister Patricia Champion, and 
brother Robert Griffin.

A native of  Chatham County, he 
was a graduate of  Central Carolina 
Community College, as well as, a 
licensed electrician and plumber. He 
served the University of  North Caro-

lina for 40 years, first in its Housing Department and lastly as 
a heating, ventilation, and air conditioning (HVAC) manag-
er for Facility Services. While at the university he proudly 
served as the Employee Forum Chairman from 2002-2005 and 
2008-2010. He served on a myriad of  University boards and 
committees, most notably as the co-chair of  the Chancel-
lor’s Task Force for a Better Workplace and as the first ever 
elected staff representative on the Board of  Trustees Finance 
Committee. During his terms as Forum chair the University 
turned its attention to staff concerns to a degree unsurpassed 
in University history. He was also a contributing member to 
the State Employees Association of  North Carolina (SEANC). 

In his spare time, “JR” as he was known to family and 
friends, liked to tinker and work the land on his ancestral 
farm and surrounding property. He loved action and western 
movies. Hard work was his focus and guiding practice. A trait 
that he passed onto his children. 

He is survived by his son William D. T. Griffin, daughter 
Ashley L. Griffin, sister Kathy G. Butler, sister Carolyn 
Robinson, sister Evalyn Griffin, and numerous nieces and 
nephews. 

He will be greatly missed as his heart was too large for this 
world. 

A private service will be held graveside for the family with 
a memorial to be planned at a later date. 

Condolences may be made at: www.donaldsonfunerals.com .
Donaldson Funeral Home & Crematory is honored to serve 

the Griffin family.

See OBITUARIES, page A9
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SPINCE EDWARD GILMORE, 
JR. 

Spince Edward Gilmore, Jr., 71, 
of  Sanford, died Sunday, May 3, 
2020 at home.

Due to the current social distanc-
ing restrictions, the family will be 
receiving friends and family at a 
drive through visitation at Cameron 
Grove Cemetery on Saturday, May 9, 
2020 from 1 to 3 p.m. A brief memo-
rial service will follow the visitation 
which friends are welcome to attend.

Spince was born in Lee County 
on August 28, 1948 to the late Spen-
ce Edward Gilmore, Sr. and Hazel 
Stewart Gilmore. In addition to his 
parents, he was also preceded in 
death by a son, Brent Gilmore He 
retired after 25 years as a Correc-
tions Officer with the N.C. Depart-
ment of  Corrections.

He is survived by his wife of 24 
years, Deborah Byrd-Gilmore; sons, 
Jason Spince Gilmore of Willow 
Spring and James Aaron Gilmore 
of Leland; brother, Ronald Gilmore 
of Raleigh; sisters, Polly Locklear of  
Aberdeen, Rhonda Roach of Liber-
ty; and eleven grandchildren.

Condolences may be made at: 
www.bridgescameronfuneral-
home.com .

Arrangements are by Bridg-
es-Cameron Funeral Home.

ELMA DELOACH 

Elma DeLoach, 61, of Raleigh, passed 
away on Monday, April 27, 2020 at the 
Laurels of Chatham in Pittsboro.

Services entrusted to Knotts 
Funeral Home, Pittsboro.

BRITTANY SHANTE’ MCIVER
Brittany Shante’ McIver, 29, 

of  Sanford, passed away Sunday, 
April 26, 2020 at her residence.

Services entrusted to: Knotts 
Funeral Home.

MARY K. ALSTON 
Mary K. Alston, 71, of  Pittsboro 

passed away on Friday, May 1, 2020 
at UNC Hopice.

Services entrusted to: Knotts 
Funeral Home.

FREDRICK NORTON 
DICKMAN, III

Fredrick N. Dickman III, 62 of  
Pittsboro, passed away on Thurs-
day, April 30, 2020 at his residence.

Services entrusted to: Knotts 
Funeral Home, Chapel Hill.

JOYCE L. HACKNEY 
Joyce L. Hackney, 82, of  Mon-

cure, passed away on Friday, May 
1, 2020 at Siler City Community 
Health Center,

Services entrusted to: Knotts 
Funeral Home, Pittsboro.

JAMES G. HINTON
James G. Hinton, 85, of  Bronx, 

NY passed away on Saturday, 
April 25. 2020 at his residence.

Services entrusted to: Knotts 
Funeral Home, Sanford.

GEORGIA GINELL 
MCDOUGALD

Georgia Ginell McDougald, 72, 
of  Carthage passed away Satur-
day, May 2, 2020 at her residence. 

Services entrusted to: Knotts 
Funeral Home, Sanford.

CANATTA (CANDY) MASSEY-
EDWARDS

Canatta “Candy” Massey-Ed-
wards, 55, of  Durham, passed 
away on Sunday, May 3, 2020 at 
Amedisys Hospice in Garner. 

Services entrusted to: Knotts 
Funeral Home, Chapel Hill.

WALTER MORROW
Walter Morrow, 76, of Carrboro 

passed away on Monday, May 4, 2020 
at UNC Hospice Home in Pittsboro. 

Services entrusted to: Knotts 
Funeral Home, Chapel Hill.

OBITUARIES
Continued from page A8 Littering, illegal dumping continue 

despite ‘stay-at-home’ orders
BY RANDALL 

RIGSBEE
News + Record Staff

WILSONVILLE — 
Since its formation 11 
years ago, volunteers 
with the nonprofit 
group Clean Jordan 
Lake have removed 170 
tons of  trash — that’s 
16,722 bags of  gar-
bage and nearly 5,000 
tires — from the lake’s 
shoreline.

Volunteers were 
scheduled to return to 
the lake on March 28 
for the group’s Annual 
Spring Trash Cleanup 
— nearly 150 people 
had signed up to help 
— but in mid-March, 
organizers canceled the 
event out of  concerns 
about COVID-19 and to 
comply with governor’s 
orders restricting large 
gatherings.

“We can’t get our 
volunteers togeth-
er because we can’t 
gather more than 10 
people,” said Dr. Fran-
cis Digiano, Professor 
Emeritus, Dept. of  
Environmental Scienc-
es and Engineering at 
the UNC-Chapel Hill, 
who co-founded Clean 
Jordan Lake with Dr. 
Thomas Colson in 2009.

Just prior to that 
event, Clean Jordan 
Lake organizers also 
made the call to cancel 
a planned effort by 80 
employees of  the Dell 
Corporation to help 
with trash removal at 
the lake.

“We had to cancel 
that the day before 
the event,” Digiano 
said. “It’s very disap-
pointing. Like a lot of  
nonprofits, we’re just 
in a holding pattern 
right now.”

And what those vol-
unteers can expect to 
find in terms of  trash 
accumulations when 
they are able to return 
to the lake remains 
uncertain.

For more than a 
month, Jordan Lake 
has been largely closed 

to the public.
Jordan Lakes facili-

ties managed by North 
Carolina State Parks 
— including the State 
Parks’ Jordan Lake 
office and visitor center, 
beaches, trails, camp-
grounds, shelters, picnic 
areas, boat ramps, canoe 
access and restrooms — 
were closed at sunset on 
March 31, until further 
notice to adhere to 
social distancing guide-
lines and reduce the 
spread of COVID-19.

The closure, however, 
doesn’t mean the lake is 
being spared the trash 
that volunteers regular-
ly remove from it.

“Most of  the trash 
we gather from the wa-
tershed is not generat-
ed by recreational use,” 
Digiano said, “although 
the recreational trash 
is the most visible to 
us.”

The bulk of  trash, in-
cluding “lots of  sport-
ing equipment-type 
trash,” Digiano said, 
that’s extracted from 
the lake through vol-
unteer clean-up efforts 
comes from upstream 
sources. Any impacts 
that stay-at-home 
measures could have 
on the amount of  trash 
that finds its way to the 
lake remains unknown 
until volunteers are 
able to return to their 
clean-up work.

“I’ve thought about 
that a lot,” Digiano 
said. “Whether we’ll 
see less trash on the 
shores of  the lake 
because of  this.”

The lake, however, 
isn’t completely shut 
down and boating and 
fishing continues.

Some access points 
remain open, said 
Shannon Maness, Chief  
Ranger at Jordan Lake.

Farrington Boat 
Ramp and Tailrace 
Park, a popular fishing 
spot, are open and both 
areas are seeing a lot 
of  activity during the 
quarantine.

Digiano visited 

Farrington Boat Ramp 
a couple of weekends 
ago and reported “a lot 
of people” were utilizing 
the area.

“The parking lot was 
full of  cars,” he said.

Maness said there 
have been few prob-
lems at the lake during 
quarantine, though 
with parking areas 
closed, there has been 
more parking on 
roadsides near the 
lake. “That’s more of  a 
traffic issue,” he said.

Maness said there’s 
been no evidence of  a 
resurgence of  wildlife 
at the lake because of  
quarantine measures, 
as has been reported 
in other parts of  the 
world. ABC News in 
March, for instance, 
reported “an unexpect-
ed side effect” of  the 
pandemic in Venice, Ita-
ly, where the “normally 
cloudy canals have 
transformed into water 
crystal clear enough 

to see fish swimming 
below.” ABC reported 
“swans were seen in the 
water, while dolphins 
have been spotted 
swimming in the port.”

Wildlife continues to 
thrive in and around Jor-
dan Lake — the Army 
Corps of Engineers on 
Monday posted pictures 
of pelicans gliding over 
the lakes surface; the 
Corps also observed on 
Facebook this week that 
“a handful” of bald eagle 
nests at the lake have 
newly fledged chicks 
— but officials say it’s 
normal wildlife activity 
and not related to the 
pandemic or a reduction 
in human activity.

Maness reminds 
those still accessing 
the lake for boating 
and fishing to practice 
normal safety habits, 
including maintain-
ing social distancing, 
adhering to boating 
safety requirements, 
and wearing personal 

flotation devices.
Countywide, ac-

cording to Solid Waste 
Manager Justin Taylor 
of  the county’s Solid 
Waste & Recycling 
Department, trash 
remains a concern. 
Illegal dumping and 
littering has been on 
the rise in Chatham in 
recent months.

“Littering and illegal 
dumping have always 
been an issue, given 
Chatham County’s rural 
areas and backroads,” 
he said. “With many 
residents affected by the 
stay-at-home order and 
COVID-19, this is the per-
fect time to get a jump on 
‘spring cleaning.’” Our 
collection centers have 
seen a vast increase in 
waste, and our depart-
ment is operating at 
full capacity to ensure 
residents have access to 
the most essential ele-
ments of our waste and 
recycling programs at 
the collection centers.”

Chatham County’s 
Collection Centers re-
main open and operat-
ing with normal hours. 
However, since March 
30, the Swap Shops have 
been closed and the 
county’s Electronics 
Recycling program is 
suspended until the 
processor reopens. 
Electronics accepted in 
the recycling program 
are banned from dispos-
al in landfills, so they 
cannot be thrown away. 
Residents will need to 
hold onto those items 
until the Electronics 
Recycling program is 
back up and running.

“Being a predomi-
nantly rural county, 
keeping all 12 of  the 
collection centers 
operational during this 
time is critical to help 
curb illegal dumping,” 
Taylor said. “We have 
seen an increase in ille-
gal dumping and litter-
ing in recent months. 
However, whether 
it’s availability, or not 
knowing proper dis-
posal methods, illegal 
dumping is continuing 
to be a major threat to 
Chatham County.”

Taylor said his 
department remains 
“committed to the 
health and safety of  
county residents, and 
are asking that resident 
stay committed to prop-
erly disposing of  their 
waste. The most effec-
tive way to help control 
illegal dumping is to 
educate the public of  
their disposal options, 
and the effects of  the 
illegally dumped waste 
on our environment 
and public health.”

Randall Rigsbee can 
be reached at rigsbee@

chathamnr.com.

Staff photo by Peyton Sickles

While access to Jordan Lake remains limited with state parks closed 
for social distancing requirements, there’s still activity on the lake. 
How that translates into trash accumulation remains to be seen, with 
clean-up efforts also temporarily on hold. 

Since its formation 11 years ago, Clean 
Jordan Lake volunteers have removed 170 
tons of trash from the lake’s shoreline. Nearly 
150 volunteers were scheduled to return 
to the lake on March 28 for the group’s 
Annual Spring Trash Cleanup, but in mid-
March, organizers canceled the event out 
of concerns about COVID-19 and to comply 
with governor’s orders restricting large 
gatherings.

Staff photo by Peyton Sickles

(919) 930-6633 • 1605 EAST 11TH ST., SUITE 100
SILER CITY, NC 27344

Your New Neighborhood Paint Store
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CHURCH NEWS

2020 COLLEGE 
GRADUATES 

JORDAN-MATTHEWS 
ARTS SCHOLARS 
NAMED

Five students have 
been named JMArts 
Scholars by the Jor-
dan-Matthews Arts Foun-
dation, recognizing their 
excellence and dedication 
to the arts.

They are Brady An-
drew, Tiana Brooks, Laci 
Burt, Josselyn Gonzalez 
Hernandez and Andrea 
Santiago. 

Tiana Brooks is also 
the 2020 JMArts-Rota-
ry Scholar, receiving a 
scholarship provided by 
the Rotary Club of  Siler 
City.

JM RECOGNIZES NA-
TIONAL HONOR SOCI-
ETY INDUCTEES

Eight JM artists were 
inducted this spring into 
the National Art Honor 
Society: Juniors: Adri-
ana Cooper, Cindy Funez 
Lopez, Daisey Gaspar 
Samayoa and Kevin 
Manzanarez; Sopho-
more: Jamie Chicas 
Garcia; and Freshmen: 
Carolina Fernandez 
Bello, Sherlyn Hernan-
dez Guerrero and Janini 
Juarez Serrano.

To be considered for 
the honor, students 
must maintain a 95 
average in art classes 
and at least a 2.8 grade 
point average overall. 
Inductees are selected 
on the basis of  citizen-
ship, visual art grades 
and art ability, and are 
encouraged to promote 
the arts in their school 
and community through 
community service and 
art exhibitions.

JMHS STUDENT 
HONORED WITH 
MAJOR SCHOLARSHIP

Kayli McIntoh from 
Jordan-Matthews High 
School is one of  35 
incoming students at 
UNC Greensboro award-
ed the scholarship 
that provides funding 
for tuition and fees, 
on-campus room and 
board and other educa-
tional expenses up to 
the estimated cost of  
attendance. The UNCG 
Guarantee Program 
also provides social 
activities, leadership 
retreats and academic 
enrichment experienc-
es throughout these 
scholars’ undergradu-
ate study.

Events listed are 
subject to change in 

consideration of  closures 
due to the coronavirus. 

Reach out to the 
individual Churches 

prior to events to verify.

STAUNTON MEMORIAL 
CME CHURCH 

Staunton Memorial 
CME Church will have 
a church sit-in service 
in our parking lot in 
your car beginning at 11 
a.m. on Sunday, May 12. 

Come out and cel-
ebrate Mother’s Day 
with our church family! 
Don’t forget to bring 
your mask!

The church is located 
at 230 Credle St., Pitts-
boro.

LOVES CREEK BAPTIST 
CHURCH 

You are invited to 
hear the latest sermons 
from Loves Creek Bap-
tist Church presented 
by Pastor Kenny Black. 
Just go to the church 
website, LovesCreek.
org. You can also see 
them on YouTube 
at PastorKenny@
LoveCreek.

The University of  Mis-
sissippi will celebrate 
more than 5,400 candi-
dates for graduation in 
the Class of  2020 during 
a live, virtual celebra-
tory event on May 9, 
2020. The following local 
students are candidates 
for graduation:

McKenna Riley Nixon 
of  Bear Creek, is a 
candidate for a Master 
of  Criminal Justice de-
gree. Nixon is a Crimi-
nal Justice major in the 
Graduate School.

Margaret Emma 
Moore of  Siler City, is 
a candidate for a B.S. 
in Pharmaceutical 
Sciences degree. Moore 
is a Pharmaceutical 
Sciences major in the 
School of  Pharmacy.

HONORS

call (919) 663-3232 or go to 
chathamnewsrecord.com/subscribe/

ONE YEAR FOR ONLY
$45 in county / $50 outside county

Worth knowing.

She gets her hair from her mom.

Her eyes from her dad.

And her drugs from her 
home medicine cabinet.
53% of people who abuse prescription drugs get them 
from family or friends.1 Prevent children, friends and
relatives from abusing medication by securing your meds 
in safe places they cannot access.

BE AWARE. DON’T SHARE.®
LOCK YOUR MEDS.®
www.lockyourmeds.org/nc

Supported by the N.C. Department of Health and Human Services, Division of Mental Health, Developmental Disabilities and Substance Abuse Services, with 
funding from the Substance Abuse and Mental Health Services Administration, Opioid STR/Cures (Grant#1H79TI080257) and SPF-RX (Grant # 1U79SP022087).

TM

1. Substance Abuse and Mental Health Services Administration. (2018). Key substance use and mental health indicators in the United States: Results from 
the 2017 National Survey on Drug Use and Health.

Water is essential.
We treat it with expert care.

Old North State Water Company is honored 
to serve the residents of Briar Chapel. At our 
website, you’ll find the answers to questions 
about our water reclamation efforts. 

For example: 
 • How does the neighborhood’s 
  irrigation system work?
 • What are the cost, environmental 
  and quality of life benefits?
 • How can I get in touch with you 
  to share my thoughts?

You can also submit questions. So please, visit 
our website and sign up for our newsletter:
www.OldNorthStateWater.com.  

(Off Hwy 64 between Ramseur and Siler City, Watch for Signs)
936 Kildee Church Rd. • (919) 742-5102

STRAWBERRIES
KILDEE FARM 

Pre-Picked 
Strawberries

Call to check availability. 
Days open vary.

Solution for the puzzle in last week’s edition.



Movies can 
be ahead of  
their time in 
a couple of  
ways. They 
can employ 
technological 
wizardry that 
belies their 
contemporar-
ies, films like 
“The Wizard 

of  Oz,” “She Wore a Yellow 
Ribbon,” “Terminator 2,” and 
“Jurassic Park.” They can also 
encompass and express themes 
that are not always understood 
in their day, but that prove 
prescient about our present and 
even future world.

Many filmmakers foretold 
some of  the most outrageous 
and impactful aspects of  
today’s society. Indeed, re-
watching these films today feels 
like revisiting old, ultimately 
fulfilled prophecies. Here are a 
few films that captured a world-
view ahead of  their time: 

“A Voice in the Crowd” (1957)
Several years after making 

“A Streetcar Named Desire” 
and “On the Waterfront,” 
director Elia Kazan produced 
this film that is notable for two 
reasons. One is the revelatory 
performance by Andy Griffith 
as Larry “Lonesome” Rhodes, 
a two-bit drifter from Arkansas 
blessed with musical aplomb 
and the gift of  gab. Plucked 
from obscurity, Rhodes rides a 
successful radio show to great 

fame and influence while prov-
ing a flawed vessel for the pow-
er he wields. The film wallows 
in the corruptive influence of  
celebrity, but its most eye-open-
ing aspect is demonstrating 
how even the unqualified and 
unworthy person can engender 
a dangerous cult of  personality.

“2001: A Space Odyssey” (1968)
Director Stanley Kubrick’s 

vision of  space exploration 
and the human capacity was 
a visual marvel. But while 
mankind has not yet caught 
up to the film’s more inscruta-
ble themes, its most prescient 
element is forecasting a com-
puter age in which mankind 
becomes beholden — and even 
subservient — to artificial in-
telligence and its technological 
creations.

“Network” (1976)
Like “A Voice in the Crowd,” 

this film — directed by Sidney 
Lumet and written by Paddy 
Chayefsky — features a mad-
man who becomes a popular, 
influential celebrity. Indeed, 
Howard Beale’s famous excla-
mation still rings true today: 
“I’m mad as hell, and I’m not 
going to take this anymore!” 
But the most cynical and 
prophetic part of  the film is the 
future advent of  television info-
tainment, an unholy marriage 
between the media and cold 
capitalism. Ridiculed by news-
men in its day, the film is truly 
frightening to watch now.

 “The Truman Show” (1998)
This masterful film came 

along at the advent of  reality 
television. Writer Andrew 
Niccol foretells a future in 
which the lines between real-
ity and entertainment might 
be erased. Played by Jim 
Carrey, Truman Burbank is 
born and raised as the star of  
a popular, ongoing television 
show about his life inside an 
artificial environment that 
he is not aware of. The film 
prompts a lot of  thought-pro-
voking themes, but it shrewd-
ly predicts our obsession 
with reality TV and the moral 

boundaries it can and might 
still cross.

“Idiocracy” (2006)
Marginalized by its own 

movie studio when released, 
writer-director Mike Judge’s 
feature follow-up to “Office 
Space” is set 500 years in the 
future, in which the world is 
a gun-happy, anti-intellectual 
dystopia in which commer-
cialism has run rampant and 
human rights have been eroded 
away. It is a dark sci-fi comedy, 
but the humor is tempered as 
the film grows more relevant by 
the year.

“Minority Report” (2002)
Steven Spielberg has always 

striven to be a visionary 
filmmaker, with futuristic 
films like “Close Encounters 
of  the Third Kind,” “Juras-
sic Park,” and most recently 
“Ready Player One.” His 
adaptation of  Philip K. Dick’s 
novel carries a warning about 
the ongoing tension between 
law and order and individual 
liberties. While much of  the 
future shown in the film still 
looms, its portrait of  an over-
ly commercialized surveil-
lance state is already playing 
out in real time.
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Ahead of their time? 
Here are 6 movies 
that proved to be

NEIL MORRIS
Film Critic

Courtesy of MGM

The movie poster for ‘2001: A Space Odyssey,’ Stanley Kubrick’s 1968 film.

Siler City mayor signs proclamation honoring Day of Prayer
CN+R Staff Reports

SILER CITY — Siler 
City Mayor John Grimes 
signed a proclamation on 
Monday observing the 
National Day of  Prayer. 

In 1952, President 
Harry S. Truman signed 
into law that the United 
States would honor a 
National Day of  Prayer 

each spring upon the 
urging of  North Caro-
lina evangelist the Rev. 
Billy Graham. The law 
required that each sub-
sequent President must 
reaffirm the date. In 1988, 
President Ronald Reagan 
signed an amendment to 
the law that would order 
the day be recognized 
on the first Thursday of  

May.
The Siler City Mayor-

al Proclamation states 
that the “National Day 
of  Prayer is a day that 
transcends differences, 
bringing together Amer-
icans of  all faiths to pray 
for our nation.”

The theme for the 2020 
National Day of  Prayer 
is “Pray God’s Glory 

— Across the Earth,” 
based upon Habakkuk 
2:14. Habakkuk was a 
prophet who is honored 
in the Jewish, Christian 
and Muslim faiths. For 
Christian scholars, the 
Book of  Habakkuk is 
an important section as 
it contains a dialogue 
between Habakkuk and 
God where he questions 

God’s inaction in an 
unjust world before even-
tually turning to prayer 
and praise. 

Habakkuk was not 
mentioned by name in 
the Qu’ran, but is con-
sidered in the faith to 
have heralded the com-
ing of  the Prophet Mu-
hammad in the Torah, 
the Jewish Holy Book. 

Islamic authors will also 
mention Habakkuk as 
a prophet in tradition-
al writings. There is a 
shrine in Iran that is 
believed to Habakkuk’s 
burial place.

Because of  COVID-19 
restrictions, there will be 
no official events for the 
National Day of  Prayer in 
Siler City.

This National Nurses Week, UNC Health is honoring and recognizing the inspiring qualities all of 
our nurses possess. Compassion for patients. Expertise in delivering care. Courage in the face of 
great adversity. But above all else, tremendous heart that uplifts our patients and community.

National Nurses Week is May 6 - 12

Compassion. Expertise. Courage.  
And above all, Heart.

#NursesWeek2020
unchealth.org

CALDWELL UNC HEALTH CARE • CHATHAM HOSPITAL • JOHNSTON HEALTH • NASH UNC HEALTH CARE
ONSLOW MEMORIAL HOSPITAL • PARDEE UNC HEALTH CARE • UNC LENOIR HEALTH CARE • UNC MEDICAL CENTER
UNC PHYSICIANS NETWORK • UNC REX HEALTHCARE • UNC ROCKINGHAM HEALTH CARE • WAYNE UNC HEALTH CARE
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for the next few weeks, 
according to Christina 
Harvey, Agriculture Mar-
keting Specialist with the 
N.C. Dept. of  Agriculture.

“This year’s crop is 
looking pretty good,” 
Harvey said.

“Of all years,” she add-
ed  — acknowledging the 
unexpected challenges 
growers faced because of  
the coronavirus pandemic 
getting their products to 
consumers this season.

But Harvey has been 
helping the state’s straw-
berry farmers adjust to 
the unique challenges of  
selling their products.

North Carolina has 
about 2,000 acres of  straw-
berry production, accord-
ing to N.C. State’s Exten-
sion Service. The state’s 
strawberry industry is 
“highly decentralized and 
almost entirely based on 
small- to medium-size 
family farms, selling at 
U-pick and ready-pick 
roadside stands and in 
farmers markets in all 100 
counties,” according to 
Extension’s website.

The N.C. Strawberry 
Association, working with 
the N.C. Dept. of  Agricul-
ture, has helped establish 
guidelines for farmers to 
follow to mitigate corona-
virus exposure.

“A lot of  strawber-
ry farmers are doing 
curbside sales,” Harvey 
said. “A lot of  them have 
established online stores 
so customers can place 
orders in advance of  com-
ing out to the farm. Pick-
your-own locations are 
keeping customers apart 
in the fields one or two 
rows. They’re sanitizing 
buckets.”

Copeland, likewise, has 
made adjustments to the 
way she normally does 
business, establishing 
drive-thru service and 
other changes.

“We take pre-orders 
a day ahead,” Copeland 
said, “and we have them 
ready in bags so when 
they come they just drive 
up.”

Sales at Jean’s Berry 
Patch — she’s offering 
strawberries at $5/quart 
and also has jams, jellies, 
honey and pound cakes 
available for purchase 
— are limited only to 
drive-thru and curbside 
service, she said. 

She and her employees 
are wearing masks and 
gloves — the business’ 
website encourages cus-
tomers do likewise — and 
they’re regularly sanitiz-
ing surfaces, including 
their credit card machine 
and the cards they swipe.

Copeland three years ago 

stepped away from growing 
berries, contracting since 
for her supply with a cou-
ple of farmers in Wake and 
Johnson counties, and she 
said she’s pleased with this 
year’s crop.

“We have excellent 
strawberries this year,” 
Copeland said. “I’ve got a 
good relationship with the 
farmers, and they know 
I don’t sell bad berries. 
They’re all picked fresh, 
every morning.”

Since launching her 

2020 season in mid-April, 
Copeland’s business has 
been good, with consum-
ers eager for the sweet 
spring treat.

“Oh my goodness,” Co-
peland said. “It’s probably 
four times as busy this 
year as it has been.”

She attributes the 
significant uptick, in part, 
to more people staying at 
home and, with produce 
availability uncertain or 
in limited supply at gro-
ceries, demand for fresh 

and local produce high.
“I think a lot of  people 

are craving fresh foods,” 
she said. “And people have 
more time to come out to 
the farm. They’re staying 
at home more, with a lot 
of  people not working at 
an eight-hour job at an 
office. And they have more 
time to make things with 
the strawberries.”

Business, likewise, 
has been good at Phillips 
Farms of  Chatham, at 
1282 Hanks Chapel Rd., 

Pittsboro, which also has 
implemented drive-thru 
service.

“We want to thank ev-
eryone for your phenome-
nal support of  our family 
farm’s strawberry sales,” 
Phillips Farms posted on 
its Facebook page last 
week. “We certainly feel 
the love and we are so 
appreciative of  our local 
folks. We sold 500 lbs. of  
strawberries in about 30 
minutes today [April 29], 
and had lots more folks 
who were disappointed.”

But with “many berries 
still in the field waiting 
to ripen,” Phillips Farms 
expects to have strawber-
ries available for several 
more weeks.

Both Phillips Farms 
(their “strawberry up-
date” telephone number 
is 919-542-9974) and Jean’s 
Berry Patch (919-362-5800) 
advise customers to call 
ahead to ensure availabil-
ity of  product and deter-
mine operating hours.

Copeland said her 
“greatest joy” working in 
the strawberry growing 
and selling business over 
the past 40 years has been 
the social aspect, getting 
to know her customers, 
hosting school groups at 
her east Chatham County 
farm.

And while COVID-19 
safety requirements are 

keeping her and her em-
ployees at a bit more of  a 
distance from customers 
this season, Copeland 
said it’s still gratifying to 
supply them with a fresh 
product they enjoy.

“The best part is we 
have met so many won-
derful people and we’ve 
established so many 
friendships,” she said. 
“It’s been a great experi-
ence to deal with a public 
that’s grateful for the 
product they’re getting.”

N.C. Agriculture Com-
missioner Steve Troxler, 
who revealed in a post of  
the N.C. Department of  
Agriculture’s Facebook 
page that strawberry sea-
son “happens to be one of  
my favorite seasons,” said 
North Carolina consum-
ers can continue to expect 
good berries for the dura-
tion of  the season.

“They are abundant at 
this time,” Troxler said, 
“and there will be more 
and more at local road-
side and farmers markets 
in the coming weeks.”

The N.C. Strawberry 
Association offers con-
sumers a “farm locator” 
on its website — ncstraw-
berry.com — to help find 
farms by region.

Randall Rigsbee can be 
reached at rigsbee@cha-
thamnr.com.

CROPS
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Agostino Gabucci’s “Aria and 
Scherzo” on the clarinet.

Rose Pate — the director of  
the JMArts Foundation, orga-
nizer of  the #JMCoronaConcert 
and media coordinator at Jor-
dan-Matthews — said the event 
“meant a great deal” to her.

“One of  our big concerns as 
teachers during the transition 
to at-home learning has been 
for our students’ social and 
emotional states,” Pate said. 
“We wanted to create a space 
where our performers could 
share something that was 
meaningful to them, but still 
remain part of  the JMArts 
community.”

Chatham County is home 
to its fair share of  artists of  
all kinds, but performing and 
creative outlets for children 
and teenagers have become a 
common method of  coping with 
the COVID-19 pandemic and its 
resulting stresses.

At least, that’s what Tammy 
Matthews has found. As the 
artistic director of  Pittsboro 
Youth Theater, she was respon-
sible for getting five stage plays 
and musicals into performanc-
es. But when North Carolina’s 
stay-at-home order went into 
effect, and restrictions on mass 
gatherings were enacted, plans 
had to be changed.

Matthews said the differ-
ent groups have been doing 
virtual group rehearsals, but 
they’re “not as productive.” So 
she began conducting one-on-
one half-hour acting training 
sessions over a phone call or 
FaceTime.

“A big part of  it is connecting 
one-on-one with somebody,” 
she said. “Some of  them just 
adore it because it’s someone to 
connect with.”

Matthews said she feels it’s 
been a good outlet for her teen-
age students.

“The kids look depressed,” 
she said. “A parent will email 
me and say, ‘This is the high-

light of  their week.’ We’re 
trying to keep them upbeat and 
excited when their life is literal-
ly on hold.”

Another avenue for individu-
als across the county — not just 
kids — to engage in the arts 
was the 18th Annual ClydeF-
EST, put on by the Chatham 
Arts Council. But instead of  
a kids’ event centered around 
Bynum folk art legend Clyde 
Jones, Chatham residents were 
encouraged to pick up wooden 
“critter” cut-outs and art sup-
plies at Chatham Marketplace 
in Pittsboro or Oasis Market in 
Siler City and decorate them. 
On April 25, participants were 
asked to post photos on their 
social media pages with the 
hashtag #ClydeFestToGo.

Speaking to the News + 
Record prior to the event, Cha-
tham Arts Council Marketing/
Public Relations Leader April 
Starling said the organization 
hoped the opportunity would 
“provide creative expression 
for kids and adults alike” in the 
time of  a pandemic.

“We’re all living through a 
pretty stressful time right now 
and even though we couldn’t 
gather for the 18th annual 
ClydeFEST, we wanted to do 
something to connect people 
(virtually) and bring a little 
cheer,” Starling said. “To be 
honest, we are doing our best to 
make lemonade out of  lemons. 
Staying home and practicing 
social distancing are the best 
things we can do right now, but 
that doesn’t mean they’re easy.”

JMArts sent out a tweet on 
Thursday, with the hashtag 
#ArtsMatter. It read: “In this 
difficult time, many people have 
discovered — and the rest of  us 
are reminded — how essential 
arts are to our culture and our 
lives.”

“Expressing and appreciat-
ing the arts lets us connect as 
humans,” Pate said. “They give 
us a way to share experiences 
and perspectives, and that’s 
even more important in a time 
where since we are physically 
distant, it would be easy to 
become emotionally distant as 

well.  We’ve all had the experi-
ence with a song, or poem, or 
picture, where we thought, ‘Yes, 
that’s how I feel, too.’”

Matthews said being creative 
and finding connection during 
a time like this is “the most 
important thing anybody can 
do” right now.

“Watching Netflix all day is 
just not going to do — we have 
to make something exciting in 
life,” she said. “I think it’s im-
portant that we keep connect-
ing with each other creatively 
as much as we can.”

Reporter Zachary Horner can be 
reached at zhorner@chathamnr.
com or on Twitter at @Zach-
HornerCNR..

Submitted photos

Pittsboro Youth Theater student Savannah Stober, left, takes private instruction Wednesday 
from theater Artistic Director Tammy Matthews over FaceTime. PYT has made adjustments 
to not being able to meet in person, including these one-on-one acting training sessions for 
students.

Jordan-Matthews High 
School student David 
Gonzalez Hernandez plays a 
song on the clarinet during 
the JMArts #CoronaConcert, 
held over Twitter on March 
31. The #CoronaConcert 
featured multiple JM 
students and faculty showing 
off musical talent from home.

Screengrab from Twitter
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Jean Copeland, Shelby Hatcher, Donna Smith of Jean’s Berry Patch await 
their next customers as demand for fresh strawberries remains high this 
season.

32 Powell Place Lane, 
Pittsboro, NC 27312
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Group comes together to make 1,000 
masks for those who need them most

BY KIM HAWKS
News + Record Staff

What is it?
Masks for Many is a 

project created by Mike 
Wiley in conjunction with 
the Chatham Arts Coun-
cil designed to create face 
masks for vital workers 
— many of  them people 
of  color — employed at 
medical facilities, gro-
cery stores, drug stores, 
and in delivery services. 
Many of  those workers 
don’t have the equipment 
they need to protect 
themselves, leaving them 
at significant risk for 
infection.

How does it work?
By partnering with a 

consortium of  concerned 
citizens, Masks for Many 
is seeking donations that 
will be used to cover 
materials costs and pay 
a small stipend to artists 
to create cloth masks for 
donation to local busi-
nesses, essential workers, 
healthcare facilities, 
and more. The project 
is being done with the 
help of  local textile and 

costume artists who are 
also struggling with the 
huge economic impact of  
the pandemic. The masks 
are made from two layers 
of  100 percent cotton 
and are machine-wash-
able. Though they’re not 
medical grade, they are 

designed with the Centers 
for Disease Control and 
Prevention recommenda-
tions.

How did Masks for Many 
get started?

Wiley, a Pittsboro-based 
author, playwright and 

activist, in collaboration 
with Holly Ewell-Lewis, 
community activist and 
fundraiser, and Holly 
Brown, marketing con-
sultant and copywriter, 
created Masks for Many. 
The three have worked 
together for more than 

a decade on a variety 
of  projects and decided 
to team up to bring to 
fruition Mike’s idea of  of-
fering free masks for vital 
workers while at the same 
time providing revenue 
for artists whose incomes 
have been suddenly and 

adversely affected by the 
pandemic. 

“COVID-19 has im-
pacted our community 
in a dramatic way,” 
Ewell-Lewis said. “Peo-
ple who provide basic 

BY CASEY MANN
News + Record Staff

When Victoria Brewer start-
ed her job two years ago as an 
administrative assistant with 
Chatham County Agricultural 
Extension, she didn’t know it 
would later lead to her dream 
job — or that one day she’d 
have a role in teaching more 
than a thousand students from 
around the world. 

As someone who has raised 
chickens at her home just 
outside of  Siler City for years, 
Brewer seized the opportu-
nity, early in her time as an 
administrative assistant with 
Extension, to accept when 
asked to assist with the coun-
ty’s 4-H Chicken Embryology 
Program.

A year later, Brewer is 
Chatham County’s 4-H Youth 
Development Extension Agent 
— which is another role at the 
Agricultural Extension — and 
she’s currently leading and 
expanding the embryology 
program near to her heart to 
reach educators and students 
not only in Chatham but 

across the country and the 
world.

For eight years, Chatham 
County 4-H has partnered 
with the Pittsboro-based 
nonprofit Livestock Conser-
vancy to provide Chatham 
County elementary school 
teachers with free equipment 
and guidance to teach their 
students about the life cycle of  
chicken eggs. The Livestock 
Conservancy, which focuses 
on protecting endangered 
livestock and poultry breeds 
— also called heritage breeds 
— from extinction, provides 
the program with fertilized 
eggs and this year is assisting 
with programming. 

Prior to the shutdown of  
schools under N.C. Gov. Roy 
Cooper’s order on March 14, the 
program had 20 teachers regis-
tered for the program. After the 
order, Jeannette Beranger, the 
senior program manager for 
the Conservancy, approached 
Chatham County Agriculture 
Extension about continuing the 
program virtually. 

The team decided that the 
best way to move forward 
would be to create pre-recorded 
YouTube videos and provide 
optional assignments for teach-
ers during distance learning. 
Brewer and Beranger would 
take turns producing the 12 
individual lessons for the four-
week series.

After announcing the free 
online program, registrations 
jumped to nearly 1,000 people 

from 46 states and four coun-
tries including Mexico, Canada 
and Australia.

“A lot of  those registered 
are teachers,” Brewer said. 
“We’ve asked them to send 
as much information about 
their students so that we can 
learn who they are and make 
sure that our organization is 
serving citizens of  all commu-
nities and providing benefi-
cial programming to diverse 
audiences.”

For Brewer, it was her first 
time producing and editing 
videos. Serendipitously, the 
N.C. State Cooperative Ex-
tension had offered a two-day 
class on video editing last 
May. Brewer attended the 
sessions to increase her skills, 
though admittedly, she wasn’t 
sure at that time how she 
might be using them in the 
future. Less than a year later, 
she was putting her new video 
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Chatham 4-H program goes international
Chatham 4-H ‘From 
Embryo to Chicken’ 
Victoria Brewer, Chatham 
County 4-H extension 
agent

PHONE: 919-545- 8303

EMAIL: victoria.brewer@
chathamnc.org

REGISTRATION: www.cc4-
Hembryologyprogram.
eventbrite.com
Website for video and material links: 
www.livestockconservancy.org/
index.php/what/internal/classroom-
chicken-project 

Victoria 
Brewer, 
Chatham 
County’s 
4-H Youth 
Development 
Extension 
Agent, is 
collaborating 
on a virtual 
chicken 
embryology 
program 
which is 
being viewed 
by nearly 
1,000 people 
from across 
the country.

Staff photo by 
Peyton Sickles

MASKS FOR MANY

Staff photo by Kim Hawks

Mike Wiley, center, founder of Masks for Many, poses with Holly Ewell Lewis, 
left, and Holly Brown with masks made to help Chatham residents during 
COVID-19.

Staff photo by Peyton Sickles

Victoria Brewer, Chatham County 4-H Youth Development 
Extension Agent, teaches the students to ‘act as the mother 
hen,’ turning the eggs each day, to support development.

Submitted photo

Students learn about the parts of the egg and an eggs 
development, mainly for elementary student biology lessons.

Staff photo by Peyton Sickles

Brewer tends to her own 
chickens at her Chatham 
County home, using those 
eggs to feed her own family.

See 4-H, page B3

Staff photo by Kim Hawks

Jodi Wiley, the supervisor of chimpanzees, lions, 
lemurs and giraffes at the N.C. Zoo in Asheboro, 
connects with Jonathan while wearing a Masks for 
Many creation.

See MASKS, page B2



N.C. heads toward Phase 1 of restriction 
loosening as precautions still stressed

BY ZACHARY 
HORNER

News + Record Staff

Gov. Roy Cooper indi-
cated Monday that North 
Carolina was headed in 
the right direction toward 
loosening some of  the re-
strictions put in place to 
attempt to halt the spread 
of  COVID-19.

But in Chatham Coun-
ty, public health officials 
indicated that no end is in 
sight for the virus — and 
that perhaps the peak of  
infections in Chatham 
has not been reached yet.

“We cannot predict 
when the spread of  the 

virus will peak in the 
community,” said Layton 
Long, the county’s public 
health director. “We can 
only continue to press on 
doing what we can to slow 
and contain the virus as 
we and our many part-
ners work with the public, 
congregate living facili-
ties, healthcare providers, 
essential employers and 
other high-risk groups to 
prevent infection, sick-
ness and death.”

Chatham County 
reached double digits in 
deaths Monday and has 
seen more than 300 report-
ed positive COVID-19 cases 
since the county was home 

to the second positive test 
in the state in early March. 
County officials declared a 
state of emergency later in 
the month.

Cooper said Monday 
that statewide, there had 
been positive steps in the 
areas of tracing, testing 
and trends — three places 
where state officials said 
there must be progress be-
fore the state’s stay-at-home 
order and various business 
closures could be lifted.

“We’re hoping to enter 
Phase 1 this weekend,” 
Cooper said Monday. 
“Very soon, we’ll be an-
nouncing the specifics on 
Phase 1. We’re still analyz-

ing our indicators talking 
with healthcare experts. 
We’re getting a lot of  ad-
vice from businesses.”

Phase 1, as present-
ed by state officials on 
April 23, would keep 
things mostly normal 
with a couple exceptions: 
re-opening parks that had 
been closed due to mass 
gathering limitations and 
modifying the state’s stay-
at-home order to “allow 
travel not currently de-
fined as essential allowing 
people to leave home for 
commercial activity at 
any business that is al-
lowed to be open, such as 
clothing stores, sporting 
goods stores, book shops, 
houseware stores and 
other retailers.”

An update on April 30, 
showed the state’s per-
centage of  tests returning 
positive were decreasing 
and a leveling of  hospital-
izations occurring, and 
that the state had created 
a collaborative to improve 
contact tracing ability.

“North Carolinians 
have made tremendous 
sacrifices and it is making 
a difference,” Cooper 
said at that update. “We 
remain hopeful that the 
trends will be stable 
enough to move into 
Phase 1 next week.” 

Mandy Cohen, the state 
secretary of  health and 
human services, said it 
was vital to keep social 
distancing guidelines and 
other preventative mea-

sures in place.
“We need keep up the 

actions that will slow 
the spread of  the virus,” 
Cohen said April 30. “The 
good news is that we 
know we can do this. If  
we stay home now to pro-
tect our loved ones and 
our communities, we can 
put ourselves on a path to 
begin easing restrictions 
and moving forward as 
planned.”

Long shared the same 
message in a long state-
ment last week. He said 
each resident “holds 
the key...in our own 
limited way” to limiting 

the spread and keeping 
people healthy.

“We plead for the 
public to stay home, 
avoid close contact with 
anyone outside of  their 
household, wear a face 
covering when you must 
go out and practice social 
distancing,” Long said. 
“We realize these mea-
sures are inconvenient 
and a nuisance but they 
are also one of  the keys to 
stopping this virus.”

Reporter Zachary Horner 
can be reached at zhorner@
chathamnr.com or on Twit-
ter at @ZachHornerCNR.
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services, such as checkout 
and restocking clerks in 
grocery stores, employees 
working in local phar-
macies and drug stores, 
trash pickup, etc., often 
are not given any sort of  
mask or single-use plastic 
gloves to protect them-
selves.”

Together, with the help 
of  the Chatham Arts 
Council and beneficiaries 
of  the program, Masks 
for Many partnered with 
interested artists and 
makers to create cotton 
masks to share with em-
ployees who do not have 
that protection. In return, 
these artists and makers 
receive a small stipend for 
their work. The goal is to 
make 1,000 masks. Right 
now, there are enough 
artists making masks — 
the project needs dona-
tions in order to get more 
supplies for more masks.

Who are some of the 
people making masks?

Andrea Akin of  
Pittsboro had a sewing 
machine in her attic for 
10 years, given to her by 
her husband. When the 
pandemic hit local-
ly, Andrea decided to 
retrieve the sewing ma-
chine, still in its original 
box, and make masks 
for some of  her nursing 
friends. She found out 
about Masks for Many 
from her friend Wiley 
and began helping out. 
A self-employed photog-
rapher, Akin set up shop 
and is making dozens of  
masks for people who 
continue to go to work 
every day and need pro-
tection.

Rachel E. Pollock is the 
first person those who 
want to sew Masks for 

Many speak with. She’s a 
furloughed costumer with 
Playmakers Repertory 
Company and teaches at 
UNC-Chapel Hill in the 
costume production MFA 
program. She also designs 
and makes elaborate cos-
tumes and hats for actors 
in the Playmakers Reper-
tory Company. She and 
others in the Playmakers 
Repertory Company 
at UNC are discussing 
how to adapt their MFA 
program to “the times of  
COVID.” 

What are some of the or-
ganizations getting masks?

Communities In 
Schools of  Chatham 
County is part of  a 
national organization 
that provides mentoring 
and counseling to at-risk 
students identified by 
teachers and principals. 
CIS specialists visit 
Chatham County schools 
on a weekly basis. Wiley 
initially delivered 25 
masks to CIS Schools to 
families who had family 
members infected with 
the coronavirus. As more 
masks are made, CIS will 
provide them to families 
in need.

Jodi Wiley and her 
chimpanzee zookeepers 
at the North Carolina 
Zoo in Asheboro re-
ceived cotton protective 
masks from Masks for 
Many to supplement dis-
posable masks provided 
by the zoo. Zookeepers 
are considered essen-
tial workers during the 
pandemic.

How can people get 
masks? How can people 
help?

Masks for Many wants 
to hear from Chatham 
County-based compa-
nies who need masks for 
their employees. Please 
go to the Chatham Arts 
Council website (www.

ChathamArtsCouncil.
org) and fill out the form 
requesting masks for 
your employees. There is 
no charge for the masks.

At the site, you can also 
make a financial donation 
or request masks for your 
employees. 

Feathers, roosters, 
daisies, planets, baby 
chicks, even Harry 
Potter — just a sampling 
of the designs of the 
Masks for Many cloth 
face masks, made 
for the COVID-19 
pandemic.

Staff photo by Kim Hawks

Staff photo by Kim Hawks

Rachel Pollock, a furloughed costumer with 
Playmakers Repertory Company in Chapel Hill, 
made this mask out of one of her leotards. She is 
one of several people participating in Masks for 
Many.
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Maria Soto, Shirille Lee and Jazmin Mendoza Sosa with 
Communities In Schools in Chatham County show off 
their Masks for Many creations. The trio help provide 
case management for Chatham County students in 
need.
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Andrea Akin of Pittsboro has a great 
diversity of material to choose from as she 
makes masks as part of the Masks for Many 
initiative.

MASKS
Continued from page B1
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Mike Wiley is a Pittsboro-based actor, 
playwright and activist who began the 
Masks for Many campaign.

What was the impetus for 
MFM?

I saw so many people 
of  color as well as those 
who were dying from 
COVID-19 and I wanted to 
do something locally that 
could help. I noticed that 
so many of the essential 
workers are black and 
brown. I wanted to help 
them, well as the poor and 
most vulnerable among 
us. So out of  a natural fear 
of  contracting COVID-19, I 
decided to be proactive.

How’s it happening — can 
you talk about the materials, 
the making of the masks, and 
the plans for distribution?

I have connected with 
handful of  costume artists 
from area theaters that 
have shut down. They 
have no income. I thought 
if  we could employ these 
“stitchers” through 
donations we’d be help-
ing artists as well as the 
community. Many of them 
have stockpiles of  their 
own materials that they 
are using — all 100 percent 

cotton, machine washable. 
There are a couple of  de-
signs and tons of  patterns. 
Some even have a pocket 
for a filter. We are part-
nering with Bob Pearson 
and the NAACP branches 
in Chatham, as well as the 
Chatham Health Alliance. 
We wanted as few hands 
to touch the actual masks 
as possible. The masks 
are made by one person, 
then individually bagged. 
Groups can request masks 
on the site. The masks are 
then mailed, either USPS 
or FEDEX to the organiza-
tion in need. 

 
How do you need help? 
We need donations. Our 

current goal is to build 
and donate 1,000 masks in 
Chatham County. 

How did you end up part-
nering with the Chatham 
Arts Council on this?

I have a long-lasting re-
lationship with CAC and 
I saw this as the perfect 
opportuntity to exemplify 
why art matters.

Q&A: MIKE WILEY ON MASKS FOR MANY 

Graphic courtesy of NC Governor’s Office

The N.C. state government is following a phased approach for ‘re-opening’ 
the state in response to the COVID-19 pandemic. Phase I could begin as 
early as this weekend and would include these steps.
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skills to the test.
Brewer converted the 

den in her home into a 
makeshift studio. She’s 
placed dark screens on 
her windows to prevent 
light fluctuations that 
could interfere with 
filming. Using Post-it 
Notes, she covered her 
walls with instructive 
graphics she drew her-
self. There she records 
videos which include 
a deep dive into the 
incubation process and 
the embryonic life cycle 
of  chicken eggs, includ-
ing how to take care of  
chicks and “tidbits” of  
information for when 
those chicks grow into 
chickens for the 4-H 
Embryology Program.

“It took some time turn-
ing my house into a stu-
dio,” Brewer said. “And to 
learn how to video myself  
and edit it. It required 
me to step outside of  my 
comfort zone and learn 
new skills.”

Her first videos 
were edited by Tiffany 
Hancock, the county 
Extension’s marketing 
and media support spe-
cialist. But because the 
video needs of  the entire 
Extension’s office has 
expanded, Brewer start-
ed editing the videos on 
her own using iPhone 
applications.

Beranger, likewise, 
has made adjustments 
in her home to accom-
modate the new task. 
She’s converted two of  
the three bedrooms in 
her home for use in cre-
ating the instructional 
videos. She purchased 
video editing software 
that she is “just starting 
to learn” to make the 
videos as professional 
as possible. She is also 
working to get each of  
the videos close-cap-
tioned so those with 
learning deficits can 
still participate and 
learn.

“We’re developing 
a whole bunch of  pro-
gramming that will be 
web-based,” Beranger 
said. “It’s a lot of  work. 
Producing a 12-minute 
video can take days to get 
done.”

Despite all the work, 
both women are deter-
mined to continue to 
serve the teachers and 
students who use the 
program.

“There was a sur-
vey several years ago 
of  teachers who took 
part in the program,” 
Beranger said. “The 
level of  absenteeism 
went down to almost 
zero and science grades 
improved. Kids had an 
increased interest in 
science and agriculture. 
It was a highlight for the 
kids and it had a mean-
ingful impact. And it is 
an opportunity to teach 
kids where food comes 
from.”

“This program 
touched a place in my 
heart,” Brewer said. 
“This program was my 
first experience with 
4-H and where I realized 
it was my dream job. 
This is my opportunity 
to share this program 
that is so special to me. 
And we’re able to share 
it beyond county or 
state boundaries. That’s 
why it’s so exciting 
and fulfilling, but also 
a little scary. To think 
about the nearly one 
thousand people across 
the world...it’s crazy. 
It takes time, but it’s 
worth it.”

Casey Mann can be 
reached at CaseyMann@
Chathamnr.com.

4-H
Continued from page B1
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Victoria Brewer, 
Chatham County’s 4-H 
Youth Development 
Extension Agent, has 
chickens of her own at 
her Chatham County 
home. The program was 
a natural fit.

Curb-Side, Take Out, & Delivery: 
SOME OF YOUR LOCAL OPTIONS

*Disclaimer: All content subject to change, please contact restaurant directly for up-to-date information, consider supporting local restaurants by purchasing gift cards for future use, 
and please remember to tip as you would if dining at the restaurant.

ALLEN’S BBQ: Full menu currently available but subject to change (based upon availability), served at front walk up window, call ahead ordering is available, stay informed of our specials via 
our Facebook page: https://www.facebook.com/AllenSonBbq/ or give us a call: 919-542-2294, Hours 11am-6 pm Mon, 11am-7pm Tuesday-Friday, 11 am-6 pm Saturday (subject to change if 
we sell out, please call ahead to confi rm), 5650 US-15N, Pittsboro NC 27312 website: http://stubbsandsonbbq.com/location/pittsboro-allen-son-bbq/
 
ANGELINA’S KITCHEN:  Pre-Orders only, offering curbside delivery (please remain in your vehicle),  local delivery with special arrangements. Open Wednesday-Saturday 10 am - 4 
pm (later, if arranged), offering immune boosting meals, packaged cold with instructions for reheating, check online menu at https://www.angelinaskitchenonline.com, email orders to 
angelinaskitchenpittsboro@gmail.com, 919-545-5505, 23 Rectory St, Pittsboro NC
 
BEST FOODS CAFETERIA & HAYLEY BALES STEAKHOUSE: Cafe line is still open for take out ONLY, offering daily selection of 6 meats and 10 veggie selections, our menu is updated 
daily on our Facebook page: https://www.facebook.com/BestfoodSilerCity/ & online www.bestfoodsilercity.com, $20 FAMILY STYLE MEALS (feeds 4-5) & Hayley Bales WEEKEND 
SPECIALS, Offering pies, frozen chicken pie, and fresh ground hamburger, call ahead ordering available (required for Hayley Bales Steakhouse), gift cards are available for purchase, Daily 
hours: Cafeteria 11 am-2pm & 4:30 pm - 8pm Monday to Saturday, 11 am - 3pm Sunday; Steakhouse 4:30 pm - 8 pm Daily, 220 E. 11th Street, Siler City NC 27344, Phone: 919-742-6033 

BROWNIE LU’S: Open Monday-Friday 7am-5pm and Saturday 7am-noon for take out and curb delivery. Full menu & daily specials available. Keep up with our daily specials on Facebook, 
like us while you’re there! 919 N. Second Avenue (Siler City), 919-799-7250

CAROLINA BREWERY: Weekly specials: Fried Chicken Wednesdays, Thirsty Thursday beer special ($6 Pilsner 6-packs), & FAMILY SPECIAL: ($12 Nacho Kit, comes with all toppings, 
select beef or pork, available May 5-May 10). MOTHER’S DAY a la carte menu (available Friday-Sunday, Shrimp & Grits, Strawberry Salmon Salad, Phoenix Bakery Mini Cheesecakes, take 
home mimosa kit). Kids eat free* on Monday (*from the kid’s menu w/ purchase of an adult meal, phone orders only). Limited menu posted on website (carolinabrewery.com) and social media 
(@carolinabrewerybrewpubs on IG and FB @ carolinabrewery on Twitter). Beer Delivery now available! To-go beer specials including: 1/2 barrel kegs, 1/6 barrel kegs. FREE coozie and logo 
pint glass with a gift card purchase for future use either at our pubs or our online store. Funds from gift cards are used as relief fund for our staff. Amended daily hours (Chapel Hill 4pm-8pm, 
Pittsboro 11 am-8pm). Chapel Hill Location: 460 W. Franklin Street, Tel: 919-942-1800 Pittsboro Location: 120 Lowes Drive #100 Tel: 919-545-2330 Call ahead ordering or ORDER & PAY 
via our mobile app: HEARTLAND GUEST (Apple & Android); contact-free gloved curbside pickup. Inquiries: info@carolinabrewery.com

COMPADRES: FAMILY MEALS now available!! All meals come with chips & salsa, too! See our Facebook page for all info!Serving full menu (subject to availability) for CALL AHEAD take 
out orders and curbside delivery. Open daily 11:30am-9pm, Local delivery  within 10 mile radius, minimum delivery of $30 (fees may apply), now offering 1/2 gallon margarita mixes in your 
favorite fl avors (just add ice & liquor) and beer to go, Follow us on Facebook https://www.facebook.com/ CompadresTequilaLounge/, http://www.compadresnc.com Locations: 193 Lowes 
Drive, Pittsboro 919-704-8374 or 115 Siler Crossing, Siler City 919-663-5600

COPELAND SPRINGS FARM & KITCHEN: Prepared farm to table meals from our kitchen on our farm. Eggs, cheese & Certifi ed Naturally Grown vegetables also available. Curbside 
pick up Thurs-Sun 4-6pm and free delivery w/in 10 miles. 193B Lorax Ln, Pittsboro, NC 27312 Phone: 919-261-7211 Delivery details, new menu for May & ordering online at: https://www.
copelandspringsfarm.com, Regular updates via Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/copelandspringsfarm/ and Instagram: https://www.instagram.com/copeland_springs_farm/
 
ELIZABETH’S PIZZA OF PITTSBORO: Full menu available for take-out, curbside service, and  delivery. We will be offering delivery within 5 mile radius with a $35 minimum order (add $2 
delivery fee). Gift certifi cates are available in restaurant or purchase by phone. Hours are subject to change (closed Tuesdays), so please call ahead. 
160 Hillsboro Street, Pittsboro NC, Phone: 919-545-9292, Online: elizabethspizzapittsboro.com or Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/elizabethspittsboro/ 
 
ELIZABETH’S OF SILER CITY: Currently accepting call ahead or walk-in orders (allow 30 minutes) of full menu, offering delivery within 10 mile radius with minimum of $35 order (allow 45 
minutes), open regular hours but delivery cut-off times apply (Sun-Thursday 9 pm, Friday & Saturday 10 pm). Visit us online at https://www.elizabethsrestaurant.com
Facebook https://www.facebook.com/ElizabethspizzaSilerCity/  119 Siler Crossing Siler City NC Phone: 919-663-5555
 
GREEK KOUZINA: Full menu available for take-out and curbside service. Open daily 11 am-8pm. Your support of our restaurant allows us to pay it forward and donate to local nonprofi ts 
providing outreach to our community! 964 East Street, Pittsboro NC, 919-542-9950, Online: http://greekkouzina.com or 
Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/Greek-Kouzina-288058741212128/
 
NERICCIO’S FAMILY RESTAURANT: Open Tuesday-Saturday with amended temporary hours of 11am-7pm. Offering takeout and free delivery within 10 miles (call ahead ordering 
available). Follow us on Facebook (https://www.facebook.com/Nericcios-Family-Restaurant-101180477933858/) ATTENTION ALL TRUCKERS, we have a large parking lot and look forward to 
seeing you soon. Phone: 919-799-7647 • 1110 North 2nd Street in Siler City (site of the old Copper Penny Restaurant)
  
OASIS MARKET & DELI: Open Tuesday-Friday (11am-3pm) & Saturday (noon-3pm), Come inside to shop our market, refi ll your growler with local beer, or place your take-out order. Also 
offering curbside delivery, call ahead to order. THIS WEEK’S SPECIAL: Oak Island Crab cakes & shrimp-n-corn chowder.
You may also PREORDER fresh baked pies and cakes, soups, chowders, salads, sides, cold cuts, chicken salad, and egg salad by the pound. Call us or check our website for pricing. Also 
offering organic vegetables (tomatoes, lettuce, onions, & mushrooms), daily specials, local honey, coffee beans, wine, beer, and a wide selection of local favorites. Keep up with us, our 
menu, and specials on Facebook at https://www.facebook.com/OasisMarketnDeli/ Want us to shop for you? Let us know your order and we’ll bring it to your car when you arrive! https://
oasisfreshmarket.com 117 South Chatham Avenue Siler City, Phone: 919-799-7434 

PITTSBORO ROADHOUSE: Offering pickup or delivery for items on a limited menu including Family Meals and a la cart items as long as we can. Order from 11 am-5pm for pickup 
between noon-7pm. RECENTLY ADDED: front room “convenience store” complete with beer, wine, family games, local products (including Carolina Cravings), pork, micro greens, lettuce, 
cheese, beef, chicken and even TP! Expanding regularly! Our menu is updated daily. Please visit our website for the most up-to-date daily menu and bookmark the page for future reference: 
PittsboroRoadhouse.com/pickup-and-delivery/  We operate a commercial kitchen and bar, a small fl eet of delivery vehicles, and licensed to provide food, wine, and beer deliveries. If you can 
pick up your order, please do. We’ll deliver curbside to your car at your request. Located at 39 West Street, Pittsboro NC 27312, Phone: 919-542-2432 (Gift cards available) If the phone is 
busy, send email to takeout@pittsbororoadhouse.com with your name and phone and ask us to call you to get your order.
Stay up to date with us via https://www.facebook.com/PittsboroRoadhouse/
 
ROJO CANELA MEXICAN CUISINE: Open Monday-Saturday 11am-9pm for curbside & take out. Serving our full menu (https://www.facebook.com/rojocanelamexicancusine/) including 
appetizers, vegetarian options, classic & favorite Mexican selections, sandwiches, soup, children’s menu, and desserts. Call ahead for faster service 919-799-7733. 
315 E. Third Street (Siler City)
 
SMALL B&B CAFE: Operating on a call ahead basis, so please contact us to place ALL orders (take out & delivery) Continuing to offer delivery within 10 miles of the cafe with minimum 
order of $20 (addl $3 fee), Please call our phone number to place ALL orders. We are planning to be open Wednesday thru Sunday (7:30 am- 2 pm) Keep up to date with us & menu options 
via Facebook (https://www.facebook.com/Small-BB-Cafe-128435270586175/) or our website (http://smallbandbcafe.com/cafe-menu/pick-up-order-menu.html) Located at 219 East St, 
Pittsboro, NC 27312, Phone: 919-537-1909 

THE MODERN LIFE DELI: Open Tuesday-Saturday from noon-8pm for carry-out or curbside delivery. Currently serving our full menu and pizza. We’ve added PIZZA KITS you can make 
and bake at home (dough, sauce, cheese, pepperoni, and basil). Gift cards are also available. Our menu is online at www.themodernlifedeli.com Keep up with us on 
Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/TheModlife/ Feel free to call ahead to place your carry-out order. 46 Sanford Road, Pittsboro Phone: 919-533-6883

THE PHOENIX BAKERY: DELIVERY PROGRAM, visit our website delivery page for all info! Currently open Tuesday-Friday (8:30am-5pm) & Weekends (8:30am-2:30pm), providing 
full breakfast & lunch menu to-go as well as breads, pastries, and cakes. Come in & shop or order ahead for curbside delivery. Let’s connect on Facebook! (https://www.facebook.com/
ThePhoenixBakery/)  You’ll be able to fi nd the ordering menu, pricing, delivery limitations, and details on our website: http://www.thephoenixbakerync.com
664 West Street, Pittsboro, 919-542-4452, email us: thephoenixbakery@yahoo.com

THE ROOT CELLAR CAFE & CATERING IN PITTSBORO AND CHAPEL HILL: GROCERY BOX TO GO: For $40.00, you get a grocery box that includes a variety of fresh veggies, such 
as carrots, yellow and zucchini squash, broccoli, and lettuce; berries and other fruits; 1/2 gallon low fat Maple View Milk and 1 dozen eggs from Latta’s Egg Ranch. **Box contents will vary 
weekly depending on availability.Order safely and securely online here: https://rootcellarchapelhill.com/groceries-to-go/ by Wednesdays at noon and pick up on Fridays between noon 
and 2 pm. Curbside pickups available in Chapel Hill and Pittsboro. MEALS: What’s Available: Family Dinner Meal Program How it works: Provides 1 week’s worth of prepared meals, serves 
2 people. Simply heat and eat. Choose from: Regular (meat entrees), Vegetarian, Paleo (follows Paleo diet), or MicroMeals (3 entrées, serves one person, microwavable) Menus and how to 
order: Menus updated weekly. Order safely and securely at https://rootcellarchapelhill.com/family-dinners Deadline to order: Fridays and Saturdays, Add-ons: Kids meals can be added 
onto any order, as well as breakfast items, coffee beans, wine, & 6-packs of beer (more to come) Curbside Pickup: Available in Chapel Hill (750 Martin Luther King Jr. Blvd) and Pittsboro (35 
Suttles Road) on Mondays and Tuesdays AVAILABLE TO ORDER: Mother’s Day Brunch! Visit website for menu & ordering info! Have questions: email hello@rootcellarchapelhill.com

TOWN HALL BURGERS & BEER: DELIVERY via Take Out Central website (www.takeoutcentral.com) or CURBSIDE pickup via ChowNow (www.chownow.com), if available in your area. 
Limited To-Go menu offered from 11am - 8pm daily includes shared plates, salads, sides, burgers, tacos, and wings (see our menu at https://www.facebook. com/thbbbc/). Call ahead ordering 
with curbside pickup only with credit card payment (must pay in advance by phone) GIFT CARDS available, we are taking care of our fi rst responders and have also set up a fund to help our 
part-time employees (contact the restaurant for more info), 58 Chapelton Ct, Suite 140 (Chapel Hill) Phone: 984-234-3504 ONLINE: https://townhallburgerandbeer.com/locations/briar-chapel/
 
VIRLIE’S GRILL: Call ahead orders (pick up inside, one person at a time, please wait under awning or in your vehicle), full menu and daily specials are being served 11 am-7pm Monday-
Friday (closed temporarily on weekends), gift cards available  58 Hillsborough Street, Pittsboro NC 27312 Phone: 919-542-0376
Follow us on Facebook at: https://www.facebook.com/Virlies-Grill-410167659129954/ or online at https://virliesgrill.com
  
WILLY’S CINNAMON ROLLS AND MICHAEL’S BREADS: Offering assorted breads and baked goods for take-out only, Come in & make selections for take out or call ahead with special 
orders (curbside delivery available upon request), Open Mon-Fri 8-5, Sat 8-2, Gift cards available, 35 W. Chatham Street (Pittsboro), 252-305-9227, Email us: willysrolls@gmail.com, Online: 
https://willysrolls.com and https://www.michaelsbreads.com Follow us on Facebook at: https://www.facebook.com/willyscinnamonrolls/ and https://www.facebook.com/pittsborobread/
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Siler City’s parks working amid COVID challenges 
BY CASEY MANN
News + Record Staff

SILER CITY — When Jack 
Clelland showed up for his first 
day as Siler City’s parks and 
recreation director on Feb. 24, he 
had no idea that one month later, 
many of the activities he would 
oversee would come to halt.

Within a month of  Clelland’s 
arrival, the COVID-19 pandemic 
ceased all youth athletic activi-
ties, festivals and events in Siler 
City, and closed all the play-
grounds in town parks. It also 
forced the town to furlough the 
three part-time maintenance 
workers who assisted Gregg 
Blevins, the department’s 
maintenance supervisor. Now 
Clelland and Daniel Spivey, the 
department’s administrative 
support specialist, are mow-
ing, weed-eating, cleaning and 
doing whatever else they can to 
keep them maintained in addi-
tion to other parks duties.

“It’s challenging, it’s some-
thing no one faced before,” 
Clelland said. “It’s not like I’m 
alone. We’re all trying to navi-
gate this pandemic.”

The town’s parks are still 
open — so residents can use 
the ballfields, open space and 
greenway —  but the gyms and 
play equipment are closed. As 
natural areas, the parks still 
need year-round maintenance, 
but Clelland said his depart-
ment is using this time for 
other things as well. 

“Right now in Siler City 

we’re taking this time to do 
smaller projects that needed to 
be completed,” Clelland said. 

This includes new dugouts 
in Field 1 at Siler City’s Bray 
Park and a shade structure, 
both of  which were upgraded 
using grant money. They have 
also “deep-cleaned” and “re-
cleaned” all the facilities.

Clelland is hoping that youth 
athletics may be able to return 
in the fall. Since filling the ath-
letics director position — the 
role Clelland held before being 
named director in February — 
is not a priority, he has been 
focusing on organizing to get 
those programs back up and 
running as soon as N.C. Gov. 

Roy Cooper’s executive order 
allows. 

Since those orders now 
specifically prohibit use of  
public pools, Clelland has been 
working with Carolina Pool 
Management, the company the 
town contracts with to main-
tain and operate the Aquatic 
Center at Bray Park. They are 
“still moving forward in getting 
prepared” for the pool to open.

“We don’t know when or even 
if  we will get to open,” Clelland 
said. “Rules may be modified, 
once again, it depends on the 
executive order. But we are 
going to be ready if  that hap-
pens.”

The team is also working on 

future events. Clelland said the 
staff typically works “three, six 
or eight months in advance” for 
event planning. While the 2nd 
annual Spring Chicken Festival 
— originally set for this Satur-
day — was postponed earlier 
this year, Clelland notes that 
almost all of  the vendors for 
this year’s event have commit-
ted to participating next year. 
This includes the bands, the 
kids attractions and the Ferris 
Wheel. All the vendors have 
been “every understanding and 
accommodating,” he said. 

He is also hopeful that the 
department will still be able 
to host Friday Night Flicks, a 
weekly series of  family friendly 
movies at Bray Park in August, 
a popular series that has been 
running for two years. And 
Spivey has been working on 
online programs for crafts and 
other activities for parents and 
children to do on the depart-
ment’s Facebook page.

“We are staying busy, but 
re-prioritizing,” Clelland said. 
“We try to be creative, explor-
ing alternative options for rec-
reational activities that adhere 
to social distance guidelines.”

Each week, Clelland connects 
with parks and recreation 
departments from across the 

state. They share what they are 
doing, challenges and creative 
ideas, to help keep all North 
Carolina parks’ departments 
going during the pandemic. 

“One of  the nice things about 
North Carolina is that parks 
and recreation is a big commu-
nity,” Clelland said. “Everyone 
staying up to date like a big 
family.”

Working right now is a “chal-
lenge, but challenge is good.”

“It opens you up to great pos-
sibilities and opportunities,” 
he said. “It keeps you on your 
toes and keeps you evolving. 
Our old normal may no longer 
be normal and we are going to 
have to adjust and modify what 
we’re doing as a department.”

Clelland added his team is 
continuing to look for oppor-
tunities to offer programs and 
events and providing quality 
service and quality product 
while keeping everyone safe.

“We want people to utilize 
the parks, but be safe,” Clelland 
said. “We take the safety and 
health of  our citizens very seri-
ously. We continue to build and 
grow. We’re not going to stop. 
We keep moving forward.”

Casey Mann can be reached at 
CaseyMann@Chathamnr.com.
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Staff photo by Peyton Sickles

Even though Siler City playgrounds and youth athletics have been canceled because of 
COVID-19, the parks still require year-round maintenance.

Staff photo by Peyton Sickles

Jack Clelland, Siler City’s Parks and Recreation Director, 
has been helping keep the parks maintained after COVID-19 
closures resulted in the town furloughing its part-time Parks 
and Recreation employees.

Staff photo by Peyton Sickles

Even though the pool at Bray Park is not able to open yet, 
crews still work to keep the area clean. Siler City Parks and 
Recreation Department staff said that when and if the state 
determines it can open, it will be ready.

See Us For:
Commercial Refrigeration

Heating & Air Conditioning
Sales & Service

LANGLEY
Refrigeration Company

Ph: 742-2777

• Install and Repair Septic Systems

• Pump Existing Septic Tanks

• All Sorts of Backhoe Work

• Specializing in Bush Hogging

• Ponds, Ditches & Driveways

Call Monty Justice 
@ (919) 545-4107

CROSSROADS BACKHOE SERVICE ASHEBORO TIE YARDS, INC
Mushroom Compost • Shredded Hardwood Mulch 
Pine Mini Nuggets • Brick Chips • Sand • Top Soil 

Black, Brown & Red Mulch • White Pea Gravel • Railroad Ties
205 Hanner Town Rd. Bear Creek 

(2 miles South of Bonlee on Old 421)
Hours: Mon.-Thurs. 7 AM - 4 PM, Fri. 7 AM - 12 PM

(919) 837-2822 • We Deliver!

Locally Owned and Operated by Greg and Donna Kennedy

Licensed and Insured

Offi ce: 919-742-4587 Cell: 919-427-2374

D & G     
Plumbing Problems?

Commercial and Residential Installation and Service

Located in Siler City

GRADING AND HAULING

Siler City, NC • 919-548-3064
CHRIS CAVINESS

GRAVEL • TOPSOIL • POND • MULCH • FILL DIRT
DRIVEWAY • LAND CLEARING • SITE DEVELOPMENT

Advertise Your Business in the Service Directory 

for ONLY $20 PER WEEK!

Find the help you need in the Services Directory of

SMSelectNature’s

1992Creat ing Heal thy Soi ls  S ince

Biological Lawn, Shrub and Tree Care
Fertilization & Weed Control    Shrub & Tree Care

Mosquito Control    Lawn Aeration & Seeding

(919) 240-4239   MySelectLawn.com

First application just $19.99*

*Offer good for lawns up to 10K sq ft. Larger pro-rated

Mention This Ad To Redeem

Call Advertising @ 919-663-3232919.730.2616



My 
first ba-
gel was 
eaten 
at the 
table of  
Michael 
Weiss, 
an old 
boy-
friend.

I was 
11.

I love 
all things bread. So when 
Michael’s mom gave us 
bagels and a block of  
cream cheese, I was as 
intrigued as a bear facing 
its first salmon. 

I’d also never eaten 
straight cream cheese 
before, either.

It was a complete, un-
qualified success. I went 
home and begged/de-
manded my mother begin 
stocking the larder with 
bagels and cream cheese 
for schmearing.

The Kid has loved 
bagels since I handed 
them out, fresh out of  the 
freezer, to soothe tender, 
teething gums.

This week, my child, in 
quarantine, made a batch. 
The recipe is from Seriou-
seats.com.

We were lucky enough 
to be gifted a couple. 
Guess what we had for 
dinner that night?

Thanks for your time.
Contact me at dm@

bullcity.mom.
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Got a schmear 
for a mother?

DEBBIE 
MATTHEWS
The Curious 
Cook

Photo courtesy of Debbie Matthews

Serious Eats Bagels, crafted by Debbie Matthews.

Serious Eats Bagels
Yield: makes 8 three-inch bagels

Active time: 30 minutes
Total time: 25 hours

For the Yukone:
3/4 cup cold water
3/4 cup bread flour

For the Dough:
2 3/4 cups bread flour
1 tablespoon sugar
2 1/2 teaspoons kosher 

salt (for table salt, 
use half as much)

1 teaspoon instant dry 

yeast, not RapidRise 
or active dry

1/2 cup minus 1 
tablespoon ounces 
water

To boil:
4 teaspoons barley 

malt syrup, or an 
equal amount of 
honey

For the yukone: In 10-inch skillet, whisk water 
and flour over medium heat until thick, like 
mashed potatoes, about 2 minutes. Scrape onto 
plate, spread into a 1-inch layer, cover, and cool 
until to about 75°F, around 30 minutes.

For dough: Pulse flour, sugar, salt, and instant 
yeast in food processor fitted with metal blade. 
Once combined, add cooled yukone and water. 
Process until dough is silky smooth, and a small 
piece can be stretched into a sheet without 
tearing; about 90 seconds. The exact timing 
will vary with power and capacity of a given 
machine. For smaller machines, the reduced 
capacity and power will necessitate dividing 
dough in half to process in stages.

To shape: Turn dough onto clean, un-floured 
surface, divide into 8 roughly equal portions, 
and cover with plastic. Cup a portion of dough 
beneath your palm and work in quick, circu-
lar motions to form tight ball, with only a tiny 
seam along bottom. If seam is large or irreg-
ular, continue rounding until bottom is nearly 
smooth. Keep shaped dough covered in plastic 
and let rest 15 minutes.

To form bagels, poke a hole into the center of 
each portion with a damp fingertip, then gently 
stretch into 3 Ð-inch ring, wetting your hands 
in cold water as needed to prevent sticking. 
Arrange on well-greased, parchment-lined half 
sheet pan, cover with plastic, and refrigerate 24 
to 48 hours, depending on your schedule.

To boil: Adjust oven rack to lower-middle 
position and preheat to 425°. Fill stainless steel 
pot with about 3 inches of water, stir in barley 
malt syrup, and bring to boil over high heat. 
Meanwhile, line baking sheet or cutting board 
with thick layer of paper towels. Working two 
or three at a time, boil bagels about 30 seconds 
per side. Drain on paper towels for two or three 
seconds, then transfer to parchment-lined half 
sheet pan (if left on paper towels too long, ba-
gels will stick; if this happens, quickly dip bagel 
back into hot water, and the wet paper towel 
will peel right off).

To finish: Bake bagels until blistered and 
golden brown all over, about 25 minutes. Cool 
at least 15 minutes. To serve, split horizontal-
ly with serrated knife. Uncut, bagels can be 
stored up to 48 hours in paper bag (or loosely 
wrapped in parchment), then sliced and briefly 
toasted to serve.

Submitted photo

A big ‘thank you’
Ryan Yoder, a sixth-grader at Pollard Middle School, made this chalk drawing last week in honor of 
his teachers, who, he says, are ‘stilll making school interesting.’ Ryan is the son of Kevin Yoder and 
Lisa Collins, who works as a nurse at UNC Hospitals. Ryan’s grandmother, Eleanor Yoder Herndon, 
shared this photo with the News + Record.

call (919) 663-3232 or go to 
chathamnewsrecord.com/subscribe/

ONE YEAR FOR ONLY
$45 in county / $50 outside county

Worth knowing.

The Creative Goat:  We are open for CURBSIDE PICKUP!  It’s perfectly acceptable to shop from home while wearing your 
favorite pajamas, we won’t judge!Much of our inventory is available online at  https://thecreativegoat.com, so get comfy & order 
directly from the site or give us a call...we’re here for you. We’ll schedule a convenient time for you to retrieve your order via 
curbside delivery. On Facebook?  Give us a like & follow us for info on new items, crafty ideas, and eventually, updates about 
our classes!You may message us via Facebook @Creative_Goat, email us at info@thecreativegoat.com, send us an inquiry 
via our website (https://thecreativegoat.com), or give us a call (919-542-1938). As always, but more now than ever before, we 
appreciate your ongoing support of local small businesses like us! Stay crafty! 630 East Street, Ste 9 (Pittsboro)
 
Pittsboro Toys: We are open for curbside pickup! We have crafts, activities, puzzles, games, and more available. We will work 
with you to keep your family entertained! Call or text us at 919-545-1546, https://www.pittsborotoys.com, 
15 Hillsboro Street (Pittsboro)
 
Starrlight Mead: Open for business, but no tastings! We have 3 options available for you to get your favorite beverage. The 
meadery is still open (M-Sat 12-6, Sun 1-5) for to-go bottles or curbside pickup! Stop by when you need to get out of the house 
& grab up a few bottles to-go. Don’t want to get out of your car? Give us a call, we’ll take an order with a credit card over the 
phone (919-533-6314) and bring it out when you get here! Don’t want to leave the house? No problem, we have bottles available 
online delivered by UPS direct to your doorstep, no need to get out of your jammies! Purchase at: https://www.starrlightmead.
com/buy-our-meads-online  Right now, we are offering 50% off shipping on 3 or more bottles to help you get the mead you 
need! Got questions? Email us at info@starrlightmead.com or give us a call 919-533-6314. Bee Well! 130 Lorax Lane (Pittsboro)

Vino Wine Shop: Open for HOME DELIVERY and CURBSIDE PICKUP on Tuesdays and Fridays. HOME DELIVERY: There 
is a 6 bottle minimum requirement and it costs $10 (we are welcoming back our employees & delivery fees are paid to them). 
Delivery is within a ten mile radius of the shop. Outside ten miles, we may still deliver but the delivery fee will be applied. For 
same day delivery, order must be received by 3 PM. CURBSIDE PICKUP: There is no minimum requirement for curbside. 
Pickup time is between 11-3 PM on Tuesdays and Fridays. Our inventory can be found online at www.vinowineshopnc.com. 
Since we’re not always at the shop, you may email (anna@vinowineshopnc.com), send an inquiry via our website, or give us a 
call (919-542-3922). Don’t know our wines? No problem - we are more than happy to make recommendations based on your 
likes and budget. Thanks for supporting local businesses during this strange time. Stay healthy!
89 Hillsboro Street, Ste D (Pittsboro) This week’s case deal is our “South American ‘Off the Beaten Path’” case. A great mix 
of classic varietals that represent some great values that South America is known for and a handful of wines from a new, rising 
group of talented winemakers pushing the boundaries and raising the bar for the kinds of wines for which the region is typically 
known. The case is preassembled, so no substituting allowed. Regular price is $184.99. Case deal is $149.99 (plus tax)! You 
must email or call your order in by Thursday at 3PM (these wines will only be in the shop based on orders received). For info 
on included wines: https://mailchi.mp/vinowineshopnc/winedelivery-delivery-wine-delivery-curbsidedelivery-southamerica-
southamericancase-chile-argentina 

New Horizons West: Open Monday-Saturday with strict social distancing rules in place. Facebook ordering available 
(www.facebook.com/NewHorizonsWest) For details, please call (919) 542-5487 or email (onlinenewhorizons@gmail.com) 
674 West St, Pittsboro
New Horizons Downtown: Check out our daily themed Facebook LIVE Sale: Monday-Friday at 1 pm, Facebook ordering 
available(www.facebook.com/NewHorizonsDowntown), Pickup/delivery arrangements may be arranged by contacting the store, 
Phone:919-542-7366, email (onlinenewhorizons@gmail.com) 52 Hillsboro St, Pittsboro
 
Reclamation: Private shopping sessions by appointment! Schedule yours by calling or visiting our Facebook page (https://
www.facebook.com/ReclamationHomeFurnishings/)We have gloves and hand sanitizer available for use in the shop and we are 
wiping down doors and commonly used surfaces frequently. Shop from home by joining our Facebook group Reclamation to Go 
(click on Visit Group at the top of our Facebook page, offers secured payment). We are posting items for sale on a regular basis. 
We offer curbside pickup, free delivery within 5 miles, or you may request your purchases to be held until business returns to 
normal. 919-200-2176, 136 Fayetteville St, Pittsboro

Gathered Home Decor: OPEN for curbside pick up, local delivery, on-line ordering, PRIVATE SHOPPING APPOINTMENTS, 
and shipping! Keep in mind we are continually adding merchandise to our website, so check back often. We also have gift 
cards available! We are usually in the shop Tuesdays, Wednesdays, and Thursdays 2-5! Thank you so much for supporting 
local businesses during this trying time. Please call 919-533-6357 with any questions or to schedule your private shopping 
appointment, or visit our website at www.shopgatheredhomedecor.com

Oak City Hemp: For your safety & convenience, we have added hand sanitizer and toilet paper to our current inventory! 
We have always placed great effort on operating compliantly which is our commitment to YOU! We have made necessary 
adjustments to our Standard Operating Procedures (SOP) to comply with the Centers for Disease Control (CDC) which helps 
keep us all safe. We wear gloves when packaging your products; Call Ahead to pull up & pick up...stay in your car and we will 
safely transact your order & bring it out to you (pop your trunk & we will place your purchase there if you prefer); Want delivery? 
Order online or call ahead to place your order. Once processed, we will safely deliver your order to your door; ORDER ONLINE 
at www.oakcityhemp.com just please remember to wear gloves when opening your packages and to sanitize your countertops 
and hands after opening. 220 Lorax Lane (Pittsboro) 919-880-8164 • Wed-Sunday Noon-6pm

Fair Game Beverage: Open for business 10:00a-6p Monday-Friday and noon-6p on Saturdays and Sundays. Open for pickup, 
socially distanced shopping, and local delivery. Selling bottles of spirits, cocktails to go, NC specialty food products, growlers, 
bottles of wine, NC ciders, and hemp sanitizer. Gift baskets and crates are also available. 193 Lorax Lane (Pittsboro beverage 
district), 919-245-5434. Check us out on Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/fairgamebevco
We’re also shipping online orders: https://www.fairgamebeveragecompany.com/shop

FRAGMENTS: Upscale Resale featuring artwork, home décor items, furnishings and other fi ne treasures. Looking for something 
special? Call or text and we can help you fi nd it! Visit us at www.facebook.com/fragments to see some of our treasures. We are 
currently open by appointment or chance and we offer curbside pickup! Text or call Linda (919-548-6651), 
Trudy (919-704-6184) or Sherry (919-548-2168), 210 N Chatham Ave., Siler City

Let’s Shop: A Locals Guide

Look for these businesses on our Facebook page! Want to include your business? 
Contact Dawn at dawn@chathamnr.com for info.

Information Below Is 
Updated Weekly



CN+R Staff Reports

People in Chatham want to 
help their neighbors.

That’s been one clear 
signal since the launch of  
ChathamNeighbor2Neighbor, 
a collaborative effort by the 
Chatham News + Record, 
Abundance NC and the Care-
mongering Pittsboro Facebook 
group.

The program connects 
people in Chatham County 
who have the capacity to help 
with those who need help the 
most using a simple online 
form. Any Chatham County 
resident who wants to vol-
unteer to help can access the 
site from this URL: https://
bit.ly/ChathamNeigh-
bor2Neighbor

Once there, visitors com-
plete a simple contact form 
which includes options for 
ways they can help. At the 
same time, any Chatham 
County resident who needs 
help can, through the same 
site, complete a form seek-
ing assistance. Volunteers 
are then “matched” with the 
neighbor in need.

There is also a version of  
the same form translated into 
Spanish called Chatham Veci-
noAVecino, which can be found 
at https://bit.ly/ChathamVeci-
noAVecino.

“The Neighbor2Neighbor 
program has been deeply 
rewarding for me personally 
and a very different type of  
work for Abundance NC,” 
said Abundance’s Tami 
Schwerin, who’s helping to 
lead the effort. “The pan-
demic has brought us many 
obstacles and of  course 
opportunities. As we were a 
bit side-swiped about plan-
ning Abundance NC events in 
the near future, Bill Horner 
and Chatham News + Record 
came to us with this great 
idea — matching people that 
want to help with people that 
need help.”

Within days of  the launch 
last week dozens of  Chatham 
County neighbors answered 
the call, signing up to help 
their fellow neighbors. 

“As we expected, it was 
harder to find the people that 
needed help,” Schwerin said. 
“We know they are out there, 
but it’s tricky to get this form 
to the appropriate organiza-
tions and agencies.”

“Many people are hesitant 
to ask for help,” News + 
Record reporter Casey Mann 
said. “There is an element 

of  shame for some who have 
worked their entire lives only 
to be put in a tough situation. 
That’s why confidentiality is 
so important for the pro-
gram.”

In its first week, the 
team was able to make four 
“matches” of  people in need 
with volunteers willing to 
help. One woman was home 
sick with COVID-19 with her 
5-year old child and small 
dog. None had not been 
out in a few weeks and she 
urgently needed food, sup-
plies and medicine. Since 
she spoke Spanish, Marcela 
Slade, Abundance NC’s event 
coordinator and art director, 
called and translated her list 
to a volunteer. Within two 
hours, a volunteer delivered 
almost everything on her list 
along with a box of  healthy 
ready to eat meals donated 
by Pittsboro’s Angelina’s 
Kitchen.

“It was a beautiful thing to 
know this woman was taken 
care of,” Schwerin said. “A 
lot of  love and care went into 
helping her.”

Another person wanted 
someone to talk to and a 
licensed counselor called 
her same day. One woman 
needed food and utilities. 
Again, the team called on 
the volunteer list and these 
needs were met. One wom-
an only wanted to receive 
groceries, which she needed 
badly, if  the volunteer would 
accept something in return, 
like housecleaning. 

“No one is looking for a 
handout,” Mann said. “Just a 
little help to get them through 
a very tough time for all of  us. 
I think it’s incredibly brave for 
them to reach out instead of  
suffering in silence which will 
ultimately make the situation 

worse.”
“We are continuing to 

reach out to folks that need 
help,” Schwerin said. “The 
list is full of  people who can 
offer time, walk animals, 
run errands and all sorts of  
things. Many of  the people 
are paying for the groceries. 
I think we all feel so thank-
ful if  we do have food on our 
table and a roof  over our 
heads and that we can help 
our neighbors during this 
unprecedented time.”

Getting involved

How can you help? Access 
and complete the Chatham 
Neighbor2Neighbor form 
using the weblink https://bit.
ly/ChathamNeighbor2Neigh-
bor, or the Spanish version 
https://bit.ly/ChathamVeci-
noAVecino. 

For more information, email 
news@chathamnr.com and 
your message will be directed 
to volunteers.

POLICE REPORTS
STATE HIGHWAY 
PATROL

Dre’ Pugh of  Siler City 
was cited April 29 for 
failure to reduce speed 
and reckless driving on 
U.S. Highway 64 in Siler 
City.

Ronald Hart of  Win-
ston-Salem was cited 
April 29 for driving while 
license revoked on U.S. 
Highway 64 in Siler City.

Chunyao Liu of  Durham 

was cited April 30 for 
failure to maintain lane 
control on Grandale 
Road in Pittsboro.

Craig Hunt of  Pittsboro 
was cited April 30 for 
failure to maintain lane 
control on U.S. Highway 
64 in Pittsboro.

Ernest Andrews of  Sta-
ley was cited April 30 
for failure to maintain 
lane control on U.S. 
Highway 64 in Siler 
City.
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Sheriff’s office: Raleigh teen 
drowns in Jordan Lake on Tuesday

CN+R Staff Report

A male teen drowned in Jordan 
Lake Tuesday, the Chatham Coun-
ty Sheriff’s Office said in a news 
release.

Fuad Nagi Busisou, 19, of  Raleigh 
was swimming in the lake near 
Clark Poe Road when a witness 

observed him “struggling to stay 
above the waterline.” Multiple first 
responder agencies, including the 
sheriff’s office and Moncure and 
North Chatham Fire Departments, 
responded to the scene to assist.

The victim’s body was found 
at 6:35 p.m. No other victims are 
believed to be missing.

“Our deepest sympathy is with 
the family and friends of  the victim 
at this time of  unexpected and trag-
ic loss,” Sheriff’s Office spokesman 
Rik Stevens said in the release. “We 
are grateful for the outpouring of  
support offered by our public safety 
partners in this search and rescue 
effort.”

Won’t you be my neighbor?  
Chatham helping residents in need

CHATHAM NEIGHBOR2NEIGHBOR 

Chatham Neighbor2Neighbor is ‘matching’ Chatham 
residents in need with neighbors who have the capacity to 
help.

Submitted photo

Submitted photo

Angelina’s Kitchen in Pittsboro has donated prepared meals for some of the neighbors 
matched in the Chatham Neighbor2Neighbor program.

919-770-7308 • www.harriscleaningservices.com

The importance of 

Disinfecting your home 

or business has never been greater!

Get in touch to see how we can  help!

Ask about DISCOUNTS!

    Residential            
  and 
Commercial

Product not available in all states. Includes the Participating Providers and Preventive Benefi ts Rider. 
Acceptance guaranteed for one insurance policy/certifi cate of this type. Contact us for complete 
details about this insurance solicitation. This specifi c offer is not available in CO, NY; call 1-888-799-
4433 or respond for similar offer. Certifi cate C250A (ID: C250E; PA: C250Q); Insurance Policy P150 
(GA: P150GA; NY: P150NY; OK: P150OK; TN: P150TN). Rider kinds B438/B439.
6154-0120

Call today for all the details.

844-903-1784

Get the dental care you deserve with dental insurance from Physicians 
Mutual Insurance Company.  It can help cover the services you’re most 
likely to use –

Dental Insurance

Product not available in all states. Includes the Participating Providers and Preventive Benefi ts Rider. 
l

l

Here’s the information
you requested on Dental insurance

FIRST-CLASS MAIL

Fillings Crowns DenturesX-raysCleanings

Call now to get this FREE 
Information Kit!

dental50plus.com/chatham

Preventive care starts right away

Helps cover over 350 services

Go to any dentist you want – but
save more with one in our network

No deductible, no annual maximum
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NCAA to allow third-party compensation for 
athletes starting in 2021-22 academic year

BY ZACHARY HORNER
News + Record Staff

After years of  resisting 
allowing payment of  athletes, 
America’s universities are on 
the verge of  giving a little bit.

The NCAA Board of  Gover-
nors has supported rule chang-
es that would allow student-ath-
letes to be paid for “third-party 
endorsements both related to 
and separate from athletics,” 
the organization said in a press 
release last Wednesday. Individ-
uals could identify themselves 
by sport and school, but schools 
should not pay them for using 
their names and likenesses.

The NCAA’s three divisions 
are expected to adopt the rules 
changes by January, with the 
stipulations taking effect at the 

start of  the 2021-22 academic 
year.

Michael V. Drake, the Board 
of  Governors’ chairman 
and president of  Ohio State 
University, called the move 
“uncharted territory” and said 
the NCAA would engage with 
Congress on “moderniz(ing) 
our rules around name, image 
and likeness.”

“We will do so in a way that 
underscores the Association’s 
mission to oversee and protect 
college athletics and college 
athletes on a national scale,” 
Drake said in the news release.

U.S. Rep. Mark Walker 
(R-N.C.), Chatham County’s 
representative in Congress, has 
been vocal within the last year 
about his desire to allow stu-
dent-athletes to be compensat-

ed for use of  their name, image 
and/or likeness. He released 
a statement last Wednesday 
saying the move could be one of  
two things.

“Today is either the day that 
a wall of  injustice around stu-
dent-athletes started to crum-
ble, or the day the NCAA used 
more tactics to bait and switch 
young men and women from 
some of  America’s most vul-
nerable communities,” Walker 
said in the statement. “My 
hope is the former and that the 
proposal on name, image, and 
likeness is genuine. If  enacted 
in good faith, this move will 
save the college sports we love 
by creating equity, transparen-
cy, and opportunity.”

Walker introduced a piece 
of  legislation last year — the 

Student-Athlete Equality Act — 
with U.S. Rep. Cedric Richmond 
(D-La.) to change the definition 
of  a “qualified amateur sports 
organization” in the U.S. tax 
code “to remove the restriction 
on student-athletes using or 
being compensated for use of  
their name, image and likeness 
— forcing the NCAA to change 
its current model,” the press 
release stated. 

The NCAA’s board of  gover-
nors said it will be seeking a 
“safe harbor” for the organi-
zation “to provide protection 
against lawsuits filed for name, 
image and likeness rules” and 
“ensuring federal preemption 
over state name, image and 
likeness laws.” Last October, 
California lawmakers passed 
a law that would allow stu-

dent-athletes in the state to sign 
endorsement deals. The rule 
would go into effect in 2023.

Walker said he was con-
cerned about the organization’s 
“implied request” for “an-
ti-trust exemptions.”

“The NCAA has spent 
decades using their lawyers to 
keep young men and women 
from receiving basic consti-
tutional rights, even as they 
grew to a billion-dollar-a-year 
organization,” he said. “I am 
sure those same lawyers can 
help them navigate this action 
without congressional inter-
vention.”

Reporter Zachary Horner can be 
reached at zhorner@chathamnr.
com or on Twitter at @Zach-
HornerCNR.

Submitted photos courtesy of Stefanie Hunt

NCAA ENDORSEMENT RULING 

Injured owl rescued
Stefanie Hunt and Jeremy King were driving on N.C. 
Hwy. 42 toward Ramseur from Bennett last Thursday 
afternoon when this owl flew toward the truck in which 
they were traveling and struck the truck’s antenna. ‘We 
saw it land in a ditch at a home on the corner of Hwy. 42 
and Chatham Street,’ Hunt reported. The couple got out 
of the truck to check on the bird. ‘It was pitiful,’ she said. 
“I knew its wing was broken. We tried not to alarm the 
owl, but we had to keep it from going into the road.’ At 
a nearby shop, a call was made to the county’s Animal 
Control staff. Within a few minutes, Animal Resources 
Officer Kelly Rouse arrived. ‘He explained that he 
needed to catch it and get it to a rescue center,’ Hunt 
said. ‘I helped carry the transport cage while he netted 
the bird.’ Rouse took the owl to Claws Inc., a birds of 
prey rescue near Chapel Hill, according to the Chatham 
County Sheriff’s office. Rouse had several years of 
experience with Chatham County Animal Control before 
he came to the Sheriff’s Office a few years ago, rising to 
the rank of Corporal in the Detention Center; he’s now 
returned to the field as an Animal Resources Officer 
since the Sheriff’s Office took over the county’s Animal 
Resources Center last year. Rik Stevens, the Sheriff’s 
Office legal advisor, says, ‘From what we have heard the 
bird is doing well.  Unfortunately owl strikes by vehicles 
are fairly common, but often the birds glance off and 
are only stunned. That seems possibly to have been the 
case here.’ Hunt said she hopes the bird can be released 
back in the same area soon. ‘This is the second owl I’ve 
gotten to help save. It’s just sad it was our truck that 
injured the owl. Office Rouse made this owl a priority 
and was legitimately worried about its saftey. He cared 
as much as we did about it.’

Bowen Insurance Agency is located at:
1345 Thompson Street
(formerly APC Insurance)
 
Give us a call at 919-444-2499

Bowen
Insurance 
Agency has a 
new location 
in Pittsboro 
(formerly APC 
Insurance)! 

We are an independent insurance agency 
founded in Wake County in 2001 by Brad 

Bowen. We are thrilled to be expanding into 
Chatham County! The new location will be managed 
by Pittsboro resident,  Jennifer McLaurin.



B8   |   Chatham News + Record   |   MAY 7-13, 2020

Subscribe Today 
919-663-3232

Chatham YMCA

287 East Street, Suite 412, 
Pittsboro, NC 27312

More Info: 919-545-9622

• CHATHAM YMCA SCHOOL HOLIDAY CAMP
• YMCA DAY CAMP: PITTSBORO 

ELEMENTARY SCHOOL
• YMCA DAY CAMP: PERRY HARRISON SCHOOL

© 2020 by Vicki Whiting, Editor     Jeff Schinkel, Graphics     Vol. 36, No. 22

Imagine you had to run an ad to hire someone 
to replace your mother. Write a classified ad 
for a mom. Look at the classified ad section of 
the newspaper to see what those ads look like. 
Calculate the cost to run your ad. Can you 
rewrite it to cost less?
Standards Link: Writing: Use stylistic and rhetorical aspects of writing.

Classified Mom
Wanted: Mom

Write a classified 
“Help Wanted” ad for 
a mom just like yours.

The noun keepsake means 
a gift or item someone saves 
to remember fond memories.

KEEPSAKE

Try to use the word keepsake 
in a sentence today when 
talking with your friends 

and family members.

Molly made her grandmother 
a scrapbook page as a 

keepsake of Mother’s Day.

This week’s word:

Standards Link: Investigation: Extend patterns.

Circle the object that should come next in each row.

Standards Link: Letter sequencing. Recongized identical 
words. Skim and scan reading. Recall spelling patterns.

MOTHER
KEEPSAKE
SCRAPBOOK
PICTURE
CRAYONS
CODE
SPECIAL 
SMILE
WOMAN
SCISSORS
SHARE
MEMORY
PAPER
YOU
GIFT
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ANSWER: Because the kids have to play inside.

… taking the time to make 
something for another person.

1. If a typical scrapbook page is 
12 inches by 12 inches, what 
shape is it?

________________________

2. Julio’s mother is forty-one 
years old. His grandmother is 
seventy-two years old. How 
old was Julio’s grandmother 
when his mother was born?

________________________

3. Jacob’s grandmother has six 
children whose ages are 18, 
22, 25, 32, 34 and 37. What 
is the total age of all six 
children?

________________________

4. Vivien bought her mother 
eighteen roses for Mother’s 
Day. She dropped five of them 
on her way home. How many 
roses did she have left to give 
her mother?

________________________

5. Anastasha’s mother collects 
dolls. Her goal is to have 
sixty-four dolls. She has four 
from France, sixteen from 
Russia, seven from Jamaica, 
and three from Liberia. How 
many more dolls does she 
need to reach her goal?

________________________

Answers: 
1. square
2. 31
3. 168
4. 13
5. 34

Standards Link: Mathematical Reasoning: 
Use a variety of strategies to solve problems.

Standards Link: Writing 
Applications: Write 

friendly letters.

Cut out letters from 
the newspaper and 
use them to write 
a mystery note to 

your mother.

Mystery 
Note for 

Mom

Follow instructions and complete the activities on today’s page to 
create a keepsake scrapbook page for your mom, aunt, stepmother, 
grandmother or another special woman in your life.

Standards Links: Reading Comprehension: Follow multiple-step written directions.

Stuff you’ll need:
• Kid Scoop
• Newspaper
• Glue Stick
• Crayons
• Scissors
• Construction Paper

Write your name and color this page topper:

Describe your mom or other special person with words you 
find in the newspaper that start with each letter of the word 
“mother.” Arrange the words to spell out “mother” vertically.

Spaces with two dots, color red, and the spaces with one 
dot, color yellow to reveal a special message.

Use the secret code to 
complete this message:

Find pictures and words in the newspaper to paste in the boxes above of your mom or other 
special person’s favorite things and dream vacation.

Complete the activities in the scrapbook boxes on today’s page.

Cut out each box.

Paste the boxes on a large piece of construction paper.

Add photographs or draw a picture of you and your mom doing 
something together. Or, write about a special memory that you 
two share.

Present your gift and watch your mom smile!

CREATED BY:

CREATED BY:
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A special birthday parade for Jay
News + Record  

Staff Report

SILER CITY — It’s 
tough having a birthday 
during a pandemic. But 
thanks to the Siler City 
Police and Fire Depart-
ments, one child got a 
little boost on his special 
day.

Jeremiah “Jay” Martin 
turned 11 years old last 
Friday. Jay is a student at 
Virginia Cross Elementa-

ry where his mom, Robin, 
works as a teacher’s 
assistant.

For his birthday, Jay, 
who is on the autism spec-
trum, wanted something 
a little different. His mom 
and dad, Darius, reached 
out to the Siler City Police 
and Fire Departments, 
who threw him a “pa-
rade.” Several squad cars 
and a fire truck passed 
by his house on Friday 
with lights on to celebrate 

Jay’s special day. The two 
departments purchased 
two metal buckets full of  
fruit for Jay, who prefers 
the natural treat over 
cake or candy.

Jay’s parents say 
their son is a musician, 
a swimmer and a whiz 
with an iPad. He seemed 
to thoroughly enjoy his 
special day. 

— Casey Mann and  
Peyton Sickles

Staff photo by Peyton Sickles

Jay sat in his special viewing seat while his mom, Robin, waved and 
recorded his birthday parade.

Jay’s 
family 
decorated 
the 
family’s 
pick-up 
truck to 
create a 
special 
viewing 
area 
for his 
birthday 
parade.

Staff photo 
by Peyton 
Sickles

Jay holds 
hands with 
his dad, 
Darius, 
during just 
following 
the ‘parade’ 
of first 
responder 
vehicles 
for his 
birthday.

Staff photo by 
Peyton Sickles

The first 
responders 
brought 
Jay 
buckets 
of fruit as 
he prefers 
the natural 
treat over 
cake or 
candy. 
The first 
responders 
signed the 
buckets for 
him.

Staff photo 
by Peyton 
Sickles

Squad 
cars and a 
fire truck 
from Siler 
City drove 
past Jay’s 
home to 
help him 
celebrate 
his 11th 
birthday.

Staff photo 
by Peyton 
Sickles

Staff photo by Peyton Sickles

Jeremiah ‘Jay’ Martin (bottom right) turned 11 years old last Friday. He got some help celebrating his special day with the help of his family and the Siler 
City police and fire departments.

Staff photo by Peyton Sickles

Jay’s grandfather, Lynn “Pop” Martin, watched the 
parade from a tractor.

reclaim your weekend     |     visitnc.com/parks



REAL ESTATE
LAND FOR SALE: 7.65 Acres - 
Located approximately, 5 miles 
from Siler City, near Stockyard. 
Would be great for pasture 
land, and/or Residence. Can 
be split into smaller tracts, 
as well. Call: 336-588-2497 for 
more information. N14,tfnx

OFFICE SPACE RENT
OFFICE SPACE FOR RENT, Ap-
proximately 2000 sq ft recep-
tion area, conference  room, 
six offices, kitchenette and 
restrooms. Siler Business Park, 
919-930-1650. Jn15,tfnc

RENTAL APARTMENTS
POWELL SPRINGS APTS - Ever-
green Construction introduces 
its newest independent living 
community for adults 55 years 
or older, 1 and 2 bedroom ap-
plications now being accepted. 
Office hours: Mon, Tues & 
Thurs, 8:30 – 4:30. Call 919-533-
6319 for more information, TDD 
# 1-800-735-2962, Equal hous-
ing opportunity, Handicapped 
accessible, A2,tfnc

ACCEPTING APPLICATIONS Now 
for one bedroom apartments, 
adults 55 years or older. Water 
included, appliances furnished, 
on-site laundry, elevator, key-
less entry. Section 8 accepted. 
$486/mo, no security deposit. 
Application fee $25 per adult. 
Call Braxton Manor, 919-663-
1877. Handicap accessible. 
Equal Housing Opportunity. 
A2,tfnc

LIVESTOCK & PETS
USE DD-33 to kill fleas on dogs 
and cats on contact. Pleasant 
odor. Quicker Kill! JR Moore & 
Son, 919-898-2998. (www.hap-
pyjackinc.com). A23,30,My7,3tp 

AUTOS FOR SALE
2007 FORD TAURUS V6, 85K 
Miles, $4,000. Call 919-545-1594 
or 919-663-3672. My7,1tc

AUCTIONEERS
AUCTIONEER SCOTT L. HARRIS 
at JHA. One Call... We sell it 
all!!! Real Estate, Personal 
Property, Estate Settlement, 
Farms & Land, Business Liq-
uidation. JHA has been con-
ducting auctions in the state 
of NC since 1989. Fully licensed 
Real Estate and Auction Firm. 
NCAL #8420 Firm #8086 www.
JerryHarrisAuction.com, 919-
498-4077, A2,tfnc

RICKY ELLINGTON AUCTION-
EERS - Equipment, Business, 
Liquidation, Estates, Land, 
Houses, Antiques, Personal 
property, Coins, Furniture, Con-
signments, Benefits, etc., NCAL 
#7706, 919-548-3684, 919-663-
3556, rickyellingtonauctions@
yahoo.com, A2,tfnc

SERVICES
HENDRICK SERVICE, Lawn Care, 
mowing, small back hoe. Will 
dig up bushes, do storm drain 
pipes, drive way pipe, cut 
trees, clean up leaves. 919-548-
4609, A2,tfnc

JUNK CARS PICKED UP Free of 
charge. Due to many months 
of low steel prices and unsta-
ble steel markets, we cannot 
pay for cars at this time. Cars, 
trucks, and machinery will be 
transported and environmen-
tally correctly recycled at no 
charge. 919-542-2803. A2,tfnc

I PAY IN CASH FOR Junk Cars 
and trucks. Prompt courteous 
service. Call 910-464-5434 or 
Cell: 910-639-5614. God Bless! 
J9,tfnc

CARPENTRY WORK – all types, 
repairs, renovation, installa-
tion, windows and doors. Call 
Robert Clark, 919-742-3194. 
My25,tfnc

LETT’S TREE SERVICE - tree 

removal, stump grinding, lot 
clearing. Visa & Master Card 
accepted. Timber. Free esti-
mates. 919-258-3594 N9,tfnc

HELP WANTED
LPN NEEDED! AULDERN 
ACADEMY, a girls therapeutic 
boarding school, in Siler City 
needs a flexible, permanent, 
on call LPN to cover when RN 
is on vacation or for additional 
coverage. Please send resume, 
to include salary expectations, 
to cindy.koszulinski@sequely-
outhservices.com or fax to 
919-837-5284. A30,My7,2tc

MISC
VEGETABLE PLANTS and Ger-
man Johnson Tomato Plants 
are READY at Vestals, 969 Poe 
Road, Siler City. Call 919-200-
3755, A23,30,My7,14,4tc

LEGALS

NOTICE TO CREDITORS
20 E 171
NORTH CAROLINA
CHATHAM COUNTY
Having qualified a Executor 
of the Estate of DORIS YATES 
GOODWIN, deceased, of Cha-
tham County, North Carolina, 
the undersigned does hereby 
notify all persons, firms, and 
corporations having claims 
against the estate of said 
decedent to exhibit them to 
the undersigned on or before 
July 16, 2020 or this notice 
will be pleaded in bar of their 
recovery. All persons, firms and 
corporations indebted to the 
said estate will please make 
immediate payment. 
This the 16th day of April, 2020.
Roger Goodwin, Executor
1318 Olives Chapel Road
Apex, NC 27502

A16,A23,A30,M7,4tp

NOTICE TO CREDITORS
20 E 86
NORTH CAROLINA
CHATHAM COUNTY
Having qualified a Adminis-
trator of the Estate of VICKIE 
HEARNE BEDNAR, deceased, 
of Chatham County, North 
Carolina, the undersigned 
does hereby notify all persons, 
firms, and corporations having 
claims against the estate of 
said decedent to exhibit them 
to the undersigned on or be-
fore July 16, 2020 or this notice 
will be pleaded in bar of their 
recovery. All persons, firms and 
corporations indebted to the 
said estate will please make 
immediate payment.
This the 16th day of April, 2020. 
Joni Bowling, Administrator
PO Box 446
Pittsboro, NC 27312

A16,A23,A30,M7,4tp

NOTICE TO CREDITORS
20 E 175
NORTH CAROLINA
CHATHAM COUNTY
Having qualified a Executor 
of the Estate of LOUISE W. 
BROOKS AKA LOUISE WEBB 
BROOKS, deceased, of Cha-
tham County, North Carolina, 
the undersigned does hereby 
notify all persons, firms, and 
corporations having claims 
against the estate of said 
decedent to exhibit them to 
the undersigned on or before 
July 23, 2020 or this notice 
will be pleaded in bar of their 
recovery. All persons, firms and 
corporations indebted to the 
said estate will please make 
immediate payment. 
This the 23rd day of April, 2020.
William W. Brooks, Executor
512 W Elk St.
Siler City, NC 27344 

A23,A30,My7,My14,4tp

NOTICE TO CREDITORS
20 E 172
NORTH CAROLINA
CHATHAM COUNTY
Having qualified a Co-Adminis-
trators of the Estate of JEANIE 
MAE RAY, deceased, of Cha-
tham County, North Carolina, 

the undersigned does hereby 
notify all persons, firms, and 
corporations having claims 
against the estate of said 
decedent to exhibit them to 
the undersigned on or before 
July 23, 2020 or this notice 
will be pleaded in bar of their 
recovery. All persons, firms and 
corporations indebted to the 
said estate will please make 
immediate payment. 
This the 23rd day of April, 2020.
Co-Administrators:
1. Adam Ray 
829 Moncure Flatwood Road
Moncure, NC 27559
2. Shawn Ray
202 Seastone St
Raleigh, NC 27603 

A23,A30,My7,My14,4tp

NOTICE TO CREDITORS
20 E 173
NORTH CAROLINA
CHATHAM COUNTY
Having qualified a Co-Adminis-
trators of the Estate of LARRY 
DON RAY, deceased, of Cha-
tham County, North Carolina, 
the undersigned does hereby 
notify all persons, firms, and 
corporations having claims 
against the estate of said 
decedent to exhibit them to 
the undersigned on or before 
July 23, 2020 or this notice 
will be pleaded in bar of their 
recovery. All persons, firms and 
corporations indebted to the 
said estate will please make 
immediate payment. 
This the 23rd day of April, 2020.
Co-Administrators:
1. Adam Ray 
829 Moncure Flatwood Road
Moncure, NC 27559
2. Shawn Ray
202 Seastone St
Raleigh, NC 27603 

A23,A30,My7,My14,4tp

NOTICE TO CREDITORS
20 E 301
NORTH CAROLINA
CHATHAM COUNTY
Having qualified a Adminis-
trator of the Estate of PHILLIP 
ALLEN COOLEY, deceased, 
of Chatham County, North 
Carolina, the undersigned 
does hereby notify all persons, 
firms, and corporations having 
claims against the estate of 
said decedent to exhibit them 
to the undersigned on or be-
fore July 23, 2020 or this notice 
will be pleaded in bar of their 
recovery. All persons, firms and 
corporations indebted to the 
said estate will please make 
immediate payment.
This the 23rd day of April, 2020.
Administrator, 
Alexander James Cooley
309 S. Bloodsworth
Raleigh, NC 27601

A23,A30,My7,My14,4tp

CREDITOR’S NOTICE
NORTH CAROLINA
CHATHAM COUNTY 

Having qualified on the 17th 
day of April, 2020, as Admin-
istrator of the Estate of ELLIS 
MAX MANSFIELD, deceased, 
late of Chatham County, North 
Carolina, this is to notify all 
persons, firms and corpora-
tions having claims against the 
decedent to exhibit the same 
to the undersigned on or be-
fore the 30th day of July, 2020, 
or this notice will be pleaded 
in bar of their recovery. All per-
sons, firms and corporations 
indebted to the estate should 
make immediate payment.
This the 23rd day of April, 2020.
David Mansfield, Administrator 
of the
Estate of Ellis Max Mansfield
191 Moncure Flatwood Rd
Moncure, NC 27559
Attorneys:
Law Offices of W. Woods 
Doster, P.A.
115 Chatham Street, Suite 302 
Sanford, NC 27330

A30,My7,My14,My21,4tc

NOTICE TO CREDITORS
NORTH CAROLINA
CHATHAM COUNTY 
Having qualified as Execu-
trix of the Estate of DORIS G. 
CROSS aka DORIS ANN CROSS, 
deceased, late of Chatham 
County, North Carolina, the 
undersigned Executrix does 
hereby notify all persons, firms 
and corporations having claims 
against the Estate of said dece-
dent to present such claims 
to Judith Jean Meinhalt at 214 
Mountain Maple Drive, Cary, 
NC 27519 on or before the 30th 
day of July, 2020, or this notice 
will be pleaded in bar of their 
recovery. All persons, firms and 
corporations indebted to the 
said Estate will please make 
immediate payment to the 
Estate.
This, the 30th day of April, 
2020. 
Judith Jean Meinhalt, Executrix
214 Mountain Maple Drive
Cary, NC 27519
C. Terrell Thomas, Jr.
Kirk, Kirk, Howell, Cutler & 
Thomas
Post Office Box 729
Wendell, NC 27591
Attorney for the Estate 
(919) 365-6000

A30,My7,My14,My21,4tp

NOTICE TO CREDITORS
Estate of Priscilla D. Holmes
NORTH CAROLINA 
CHATHAM COUNTY 
Having qualified as Executor 
of the Estate of PRISCILLA D. 
HOLMES late of 300 Clynelish 
Close, Chatham County, North 
Carolina, the undersigned 
does hereby notify all persons, 
firms, and corporations having 
claims against the estate of 
said decedent to exhibit them 
to the undersigned at 100 Euro-
pa Drive, Suite 271, Chapel Hill, 
North Carolina 27517, on or be-
fore the 31st day of July, 2020 

or this notice will be pleaded 
in bar of their recovery. All 
persons, firms, corporations 
indebted to the said estate will 
please make immediate pay-
ment to the undersigned.
This is the 30th day of April, 
2020
Thomas P. Holmes, Executor 
of the
Estate of Priscilla D. Holmes
Dori J. Dixon
Schell Bray PLLC
Attorney for the Estate
100 Europa Drive, Suite 271
Chapel Hill, North Carolina, 
27517

A30,MY7,MY14,My21,4tc

NOTICE OF SERVICE OF PRO-
CESS BY PUBLICATION
STATE OF NORTH CAROLINA 
CHATHAM COUNTY
FILE NUMBER: 20 SP 50
TO: Unknown Father of female 
child, born to Emily A. Jackson, 
on the 24th day of January, 
2020 at UNC Hospital in Orange 
County, NC. 
Please take notice that Peti-
tioners herein filed a Petition 
for Adoption of the Minor 
Child in this matter with the 
Clerk of Superior Court for 
Chatham County, North Car-
olina on the 17th day of April 
2020. You must file a written 
response to this petition with 
the Clerk of Superior Court of 
Chatham County, NC within 
forty (40) days after service 
of this notice in order to 
participate in and to receive 
further notice of the proceed-
ing, including notice of the 
time and place of any hearing. 
A copy of your written 
response must be served on 

Petitioners’ attorney by hand 
delivery or by first-class, 
postage prepaid addressed 
to Gunn & Messick, LLP, 90 W. 
Salisbury Street, P.O. Box 880, 
Pittsboro, NC 27312. Failure to 
file a response to this petition 
may result in an Order being 
entered against you or your 
interest granting a Decree of 
Adoption for Petitioner. 

PLACE YOUR AD HERE FOR $5 PER WEEK. CALL 919-663-3232 
Up to 25 words — additional words 20¢ each

PLUS: Your ad is posted on chathamnewsrecord.com for FREE!

CLASSIFIEDS
CLASSIFIED 
INFORMATION
Line ad deadline  
Tuesday — Noon
Display ad deadline  
Monday — 5 p.m.
Rates and payment
Minimum charge of 
$5 for each classified 
advertisement of 25 words 
or less per week.  For each 
additional word, no matter 
how many insertions, add 
20¢ per word. Payable in 
advance.
Blind ads
No information will be 
given out by this office 
to the identity of person 
placing “keyed” or “blind” 
ads.
Errors
In advertisements that run 
more than one week, we 
are responsible for errors 
appearing in the first 
week only. If you find an 
error in your ad, report it 
immediately.
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Visit www.chathamnc.org  
and click on Jobs 

Career       
Opportunities 

Available  

Now accepting applications for 2BR, 1.5BA
Range, refrigerator, dishwasher are included in the 

rent. Rent starts at $630 and up.
400 Honeysuckle Dr., Pittsboro, NC 27312

919-542-5410
TDD 1-800-735-2962

Email: pittsborovillage@ECCMGT.com
EQUAL HOUSING OPPORTUNITIES

APARTMENTS SOCIAL

SECURITY

DISABILITY

BENEFITS

LUNG CANCER?

N
o
 R

isk.  N
o
 M

o
n
e
y o

u
t o

f P
o
cke

t.  

Product not available in all states. Includes the Participating Providers 
and Preventive Benefi ts Rider. Acceptance guaranteed for one insurance 
policy/certifi cate of this type. Contact us for complete details about this 
insurance solicitation. This specifi c offer is not available in CO, NY; call 
1-888-799-4433 or respond for similar offer. Certifi cate C250A (ID: C250E; 
PA: C250Q); Insurance Policy P150 (GA: P150GA; NY: P150NY; OK: P150OK; 
TN: P150TN). Rider kinds B438/B439.
6154-0120

Call today for all the details. 

844-496-8601

Get the dental care you deserve with dental insurance from 
Physicians Mutual Insurance Company.  It can help cover the 
services you’re most likely to use –

Dental Insurance

Fillings Crowns DenturesX-raysCleanings

Call now to get this FREE 
Information Kit!

dental50plus.com/ncpress

Preventive care starts right away

Helps cover over 350 services

Go to any dentist you want – but
save more with one in our network

No deductible, no annual maximum

NEED HELP
ON THE STAIRS?

1-866-523-6254
*Terms and Conditions apply. Call for details.

An Acorn Stairlift 
is the safest way 

to use the stairs if 
you suffer from:

Arthritis or COPD

ü
Joint pain
Mobility issues

ü
ü

$250*$250*
TOWARD A NEW 

ACORN STAIRLIFT!

SPECIAL OFFER

CALL TO RECEIVE

A+
Rating

Satellite Internet That is Unlimited 
With No Hard Data Limits!2

1-877-313-1415
HughesNet is a registered trademark of Hughes Network Systems, LLC, an EchoStar Company.
2  If you exceed your monthly plan data, you will experience reduced data speeds until the start of your next billing period. Reduced speeds will typically be in the range 
of 1 – 3 Mbps and may cause Web sites to load more slowly or affect the performance of certain activities, such as video streaming or large downloads/uploads. 

CALL TODAY - LIMITED SPECIAL OFFERS IN YOUR AREA!

25 Mbps Download Speed
25mbps download and 3mbps upload1

No Hard Data Limits2

Wi-Fi Built-In
Connect your wireless devices at home

Call For Special Offers In Your Area
Pricing varies by region

NO MORE GUTTER CLEANING, 
OR YOUR MONEY BACK – 
GUARANTEED!

CSLB# 1035795  DOPL #10783658-5501  License# 7656  License# 50145  License# 41354 License# 99338  License# 128344  
License# 218294 License# 603 233 977 License# 2102212986  License# 2106212946  License# 2705132153A  License# LEAF-
FNW822JZ  License# WV056912  License# WC-29998-H17  Nassau HIC License# H01067000  Registration# 176447 Registra-
tion# HIC.0649905  Registration# C127229   Registration# C127230 Registration# 366920918 Registration# PC6475  Registra-
tion# IR731804 Registration# 13VH09953900  Registration# PA069383  Suffolk HIC License# 52229-H   

FINANCING*

SENIOR &
MILITARY
DISCOUNTS0 % %

OFF15AND!

Promo Number: 285
1-877-649-1190FREE ESTIMATES!

Mon-Thurs: 8am-11pm, Fri-Sat: 
8am-5pm, Sun: 2pm-8pm EST

*Contact us for additional details

ORDER NOW! 1.855.247.9392 ask for 61086DLV
www.OmahaSteaks.com/dinner208

*Savings shown over aggregated single 
item base price. Standard S&H applies. 
©2020 Omaha Steaks, Inc. Exp. 5/31/20

$238.91* separately   

COMBO PRICE  
$6999

+ 4 MORE BURGERS FREE
THAT’S 20 MAIN COURSES!

THE BUTCHER’S BUNDLE
4 (5 oz.) Butcher’s Cut Filet Mignons
4 (4 oz.) Boneless Pork Chops
4 (4 oz.) Omaha Steaks Burgers
4 (3 oz.) Gourmet Jumbo Franks
4 (2.8 oz.) Potatoes au Gratin
4 (4 oz.) Caramel Apple Tartlets
Omaha Steaks Seasoning Packet



This 30th day of April, 2020. 
Paul S. Messick, Jr., Attorney 
for Petitioner 
Gunn & Messick, LLP
90 W. Salisbury Street 
P.O. Box 880 
Pittsboro, NC 27312 
Telephone: (919) 542-3253 
Facsimile: (919) 542-0257
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NOTICE TO CREDITORS
20-E-177
NORTH CAROLINA
CHATHAM COUNTY
The undersigned, William 
Childress, having qualified as 
Administrator of the Estate of 
NICOLE LYNN SANDERFORD, 
deceased, late of Chatham 
County, this is to notify 
all persons having claims 
against said estate to present 
them to the undersigned on 
or before the 30 day of July, 
2020, or this notice will be 
plead in bar of their recov-
ery. All persons indebted to 
said estate will please make 
immediate payment to the 
undersigned.
This the 28 day of April, 2020.
William Childress,
Administrator for the Estate
C/O Shanelle K. Edmonds
Attorney for the Estate
Hopper Cummings, PLLC

Post Office Box 1455
Pittsboro, NC 27312

My7,My14,My21,My28,4tp

NOTICE TO CREDITORS
20-E-176
NORTH CAROLINA
CHATHAM COUNTY
The undersigned, William 
Childress, having qualified as 
Administrator of the Estate of 
JOHN PAUL SANDERFORD, JR., 
deceased, late of Chatham 
County, this is to notify all 
persons having claims against 
said estate to present them to 
the undersigned on or before 
the 30 day of July, 2020, or 
this notice will be plead in bar 
of their recovery. All persons 
indebted to said estate will 
please make immediate pay-
ment to the undersigned.
This the 28 day of April, 2020.
William Childress
Administrator for the Estate
C/O Shanelle K. Edmonds
Attorney for the Estate
Hopper Cummings, PLLC
Post Office Box 1455
Pittsboro, NC 27312
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NOTICE TO CREDITORS
19-E-347
NORTH CAROLINA

CHATHAM COUNTY
The undersigned, Carey Wil-
son, having qualified as Exec-
utor of the Estate of MILDRED 
B. WILSON, deceased, late of 
Chatham County, this is to noti-
fy all persons having claims 
against said estate to present 
them to the undersigned on or 
before the 30 day of July, 2020, 
or this notice will be plead 
in bar of their recovery. All 
persons indebted to said estate 
will please make immediate 
payment to the undersigned.
This the 28 day of April, 2020.
Carey Wilson
Executor for the Estate
C/O Shanelle K. Edmonds
Attorney for the Estate
Hopper Cummings, PLLC
Post Office Box 1455
Pittsboro, NC
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NOTICE TO CREDITORS
20 E 180
NORTH CAROLINA
CHATHAM COUNTY  
Having qualified a Adminis-
trator of the Estate of ANGELA 
DAWN CLARK, deceased, 
of Chatham County, North 
Carolina, the undersigned 
does hereby notify all persons, 
firms, and corporations having 
claims against the estate of 
said decedent to exhibit them 
to the undersigned on or 
before August 7, 2020 or this 
notice will be pleaded in bar 
of their recovery. All per-
sons, firms and corporations 
indebted to the said estate 
will please make immediate 

payment. 
This the 7th day of May, 2020.
Kay P. Clark, Administrator
PO Box 143
Goldston, NC 27252
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TOWN OF SILER CITY 
PUBLIC HEARING NOTICE
The Board of Commissioners 
will conduct a public hearing 
on May 18, 2020 at 7 pm in the 
City Hall Courtroom located at 
311 N. 2nd Ave. on the follow-
ing requests: 
1. Wallick Asset Management, 
LLC requests a conditional 
use district rezoning to rezone 
~15.141 acres from Heavy-In-
dustrial (H-I) to Office-Institu-
tional-Conditional Use (O-I-C).  
The proposed conditional 
use is an 84-unit multifamily 
residential apartment devel-
opment for persons of low or 
moderate-income.  The subject 
property is located at 226 
Campus Dr. and is identified as 
a portion of tax parcel # 14380; 
and
2. Glandon Forest Equity, LLC 
proposes to rezone ~1.13 acres 
from Office-Institutional (O-I) 
to Highway-Commerical (H-C).  
The subject property is located 
at 610/618 N. 2nd Ave. and is 
identified as parcel # 73467 & 
61129.
The proposed items are avail-
able for review by contacting 
the Planning and Community 
Development Director at 
jmeadows@silercity.org or 919-
742-2323. 
Due to mass gathering restric-

tions outlined in the Gover-
nor’s Executive Order, the 
public will not be allowed to 
physically attend this meeting.  
If you are interested in the 
outcome of the application, 
you are invited to attend the 
meeting electronically by 
zoom. To be admitted into 
the zoom meeting, present 
comments, testimony, exhib-
its, evidence, arguments, or 
ask questions email the Town 
Clerk at jjohnson@silercity.
org no later than 3 pm on May 
18, 2020. All information will 
be presented to the Board of 
Commissioners.
The Planning Board will meet 
on May 11 @ 6:30 pm by zoom 
to consider recommendations 
to the Town Board.
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NOTICE TO CREDITORS
20 E 162
NORTH CAROLINA
CHATHAM COUNTY
Having qualified as Executrix 
of the Estate MAUREEN WOODS 
GRAFF, deceased, of Chatham 
County, North Carolina, the 
undersigned does hereby 
notify all persons, firms, and 
corporations having claims 
against the estate of said 
decedent to exhibit them to 
the undersigned on or before 
August 7, 2020 or this notice 
will be pleaded in bar of their 
recovery. All persons, firms and 
corporations indebted to the 
said estate will please make 
immediate payment. 
This the 4th day of May, 2020.  
Katie Graff Wright, Executrix
8800 Oxford Court
Chapel Hill, NC 27516
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REQUEST FOR BIDS 
Chatham County COUNCIL ON 
AGING is accepting bids for 
in-home aide services for fiscal 
year beginning July 1, 2020. 

Interested agencies may see 
details at www.chathamcoa.
org. Closing bid date is May 22, 
2020 at 5 p.m. 
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STATE OF NORTH CAROLINA
COUNTY OF CHATHAM
IN THE GENERAL COURT OF 
JUSTICE
DISTRICT COURT DIVISION
FILE NO.: 19 JT 4
IN RE: “S.G.”
DOB: 12/21/18
NOTICE OF SERVICE BY PRO-
CESS OF PUBLICATION
TO: Biological father/Father of 
the above female child born 
December 21, 2018 in Orange 
County, Chapel Hill, NC to 
Heather Holdren.
PLEASE TAKE NOTICE that 
a Petition has been filed to 
terminate your parental rights 
to the above-referenced minor 
child. You have forty days from 
May 6, 2020, the first date of 
publication of this Notice to 
respond to said Petition by 
filing a written answer to the 
petition with the Chatham 
Clerk of Court. Your parental 
rights to the juvenile will be 
terminated upon failure to 
answer the petition within the 
time prescribed.
Any attorney appointed previ-
ously in an abuse, neglect or 
dependency proceeding and 
still representing you shall con-
tinue to represent you. If you 
are indigent and not already 
represented by an attorney, 
you are entitled to a court-ap-
pointed attorney. 
STEPHENSON & FLEMING, L.L.P.
BY: /s/ ANGENETTTE STEPHEN-
SON,
Attorney for Petitioner, 
CHATHAM COUNTY DEPART-
MENT OF SOCIAL SERVICES
109 Conner Dr., Suite 208
Chapel Hill, North Carolina 
27514
Telephone: (919) 869-7795
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SUBMISSION OF THE
CHATHAM COUNTY BUDGET
The Chatham County budget 
for 2020-2021 has been 
submitted to the Board of 
Commissioners and a copy is 
available for public inspec-
tion in the Office of the Clerk 
to the Board, Courthouse 
Annex, County Manager’s 
Office, 12 East Street, Pitts-
boro. The Board of Commis-
sioners will hold a public 
hearing on the budget at 6:00 
p.m. on May 18, 2020 at the 
Chatham County Agriculture 
and Conference Center, 1192 
US 64 Business W, Pittsboro. 
Residents wishing to submit 
public comment on the 
budget may email com-
ments to Clerk to the Board 
Lindsay K. Ray at Lindsay.
ray@chathamnc.org by 4:00 
p.m. on May 18, 2020 and the 
Clerk will read the comments 
into the record at the public 
hearing. Residents may also 
speak in person at the public 
hearing by signing up in the 
lobby of the Chatham County 
Agriculture and Conference 
Center between 5:00 p.m. and 
6:00 p.m. on May 18, 2020. 
Residents are allotted three 
minutes each for comments. 
A copy of the budget is online 
at www.chathamnc.org.
May 7, 2020, Lindsay K. Ray, 
Clerk to the Board
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call 
(919) 663-3232 

or go to 
chathamnewsrecord.

com/subscribe/

ONE YEAR 
FOR ONLY
$45 in county 
 $50  outside 

county

Check Us 

OUT on

(@chathamnr)

(chathamnewsrecord)

would like to acknowledge & thank 
our online advertisers. 

Visit (our site) to connect 
with them!

www.chathamnewsrecord.com

M
McMastersRealty

YOUR AD can be promoted in multiple markets with one easy 
and affordable ad placement. Your ad will be published in 114 
NC newspapers for only $375. You reach 1.7 million readers 
with the North Carolina Statewide Classified Ad Network. Call 
this newspaper’s classified department at 919-663-3232 or 
visit www.ncpress.com.

AUCTION ALERT! National 
Manufacturer Relocation 
Auction | 200+ Well-
Maintained. Lots Include 
Forklifts, Pallet Wrappers, 
Tools, Cabinets, Vacs & Much 
More | Ends Tues., May 19at 
11 a.m. | Bid Online at motleys.
com | Motleys Industrial | 
877-MOTLEYS | NCL5914

ATTENTION DIABETICS!  
Save money on your diabetic 
supplies!  Convenient home 
shipping for monitors, test 
strips, insulin pumps, catheters 
and more!  To learn more, call 
now!  855-667-9944

Recently diagnosed with 
LUNG CANCER and 60+ 
years old? Call now! You and 
your family may be entitled to a 
SIGNIFICANT CASH AWARD. 
Call 844-865-6247 today. Free 
Consultation. No Risk.

DENTAL INSURANCE from 
Physicians Mutual Insurance 
Company. Coverage for 
[350+ ] procedures. Real 
dental insurance - NOT just a 
discount plan. [Don’t wait!] Call 
now! Get your FREE Dental 
Information Kit with all the 
details! Call 1-844-496-8601 
for details. www.dental50plus.
com/ncpress 6118-0219

DONATE YOUR CAR TO 
CHARITY.  Receive maximum 
value of write-off for your taxes.  
Running or not!  All conditions 
accepted.  Free pickup.  Call 
for details: 866-412-0719

Eliminate gutter cleaning 
forever! LeafFilter, the most 
advanced debris-blocking 
gutter protection. Schedule 
a FREE LeafFilter estimate 
today. 15% off Entire 
Purchase. 10% Senior & 
Military Discounts.  Call 1-877-
649-1190

High-Speed Internet. We 
instantly compare speed, 
pricing, availability to find the 
best service for your needs. 
Starting at $39.99/month! 
Quickly compare offers from 
top providers. Call 1-866-925-
1505

TRAIN ONLINE TO DO 
MEDICAL BILLING!  Become 
a Medical Office Professional 
online at CTI!  Get Trained, 
Certified & ready to work in 
months!  Call 833-990-0354.  
(M-F 8am-6pm ET)

COMPUTER ISSUES? 
GEEKS ON SITE provides 
FREE diagnosis REMOTELY 
24/7 SERVICE DURING 
COVID19. No home visit 
necessary. $40 OFF with 
coupon 86407! Restrictions 
apply. 844-401-1673

Stay in your home longer with 
an American Standard Walk-In 
Bathtub. Receive up to $1,500 
off, including a free toilet, and 
a lifetime warranty on the tub 
and installation! Call us at 
1-855-393-3307 or visit www.
walkintubquote.com/nc

DISH Network $59.99 For 
190 Channels! Add High 
Speed Internet for ONLY 
$19.95/month. Call Today for 
$100 Gift Card! Best Value & 
Technology. FREE Installation. 
Call 1-877-920-7405 (some 
restrictions apply)

Applying for Social Security 
Disability or Appealing a 
Denied Claim?  Call Bill 
Gordon & Assoc., Social 
Security Disability Attorneys, 
1-888-989-4947! FREE 
Consultations. Local Attorneys 

Nationwide [Mail: 2420 N St 
NW, Washington DC. Office: 
Broward Co. FL (TX/NM Bar.)]

SOCIAL SECURITY 
DISABILITY BENEFITS. 
Unable to work? Denied 
benefits? We Can Help! 
Strong, recent work history 
needed. Call to start your 
application or appeal today! 
888-351-1231 [Steppacher 
Law Offices LLC Principal 
Office: 224 Adams Ave 
Scranton PA 18503]

Over $10K in debt? Be debt 
free in 24-48 months. Pay a 
fraction of what you owe.  A+ 
BBB rated.  Call National Debt 
Relief 844-314-8819.

Donate your car, truck or 
van. Help veterans find jobs 
or start a business. Call 
Patriotic Hearts Foundation. 
Fast, FREE pick-up. Max 
tax-deduction. Operators are 
standing by! Call 1-866-955-
1516

SAVE BIG on HOME 
INSURANCE! Compare 
20 A-rated insurances 
companies. Get a quote within 
minutes. Average savings 
of $444/year!  Call 866-414-
8635!  (M-F 8am-8pm Central)

BATHROOM RENOVATIONS.  
EASY, ONE DAY updates!  
We specialize in safe bathing.  
Grab bars, no slip flooring 
& seated showers.  Call for 
a free in-home consultation:  
877-898-3840

Life Alert. 24/7. One press of 
a button sends help FAST! 
Medical, Fire, Burglar. Even 
if you can’t reach a phone! 
FREE Brochure. 
CALL 844-902-2362

Attention: Auto Injury Victims. 
If you have suffered a serious 
injury in an auto accident, call 
us! Our attorneys have the 
experience to get you the full 
compensation you deserve! 
Call Now: 844-545-8296

BOY SCOUT 
C O M P E N S A T I O N 
FUND - Anyone that was 
inappropriately touched by a 
Scout leader deserves justice 
and financial compensation!  
Victims may be eligible for a 
significant cash settlement.  
Time to file is limited.  Call 
Now!  919-802-7784

A-1 DONATE YOUR CAR TO 
UNITED BREAST CANCER 
FOUNDATION! Your donation 
helps education, prevention & 
support programs. FAST FREE 
PICKUP - 24 HR RESPONSE 
- TAX DEDUCTION 833-833-
2720

Attention Viagra users: 
Generic 100 mg blue pills or 
Generic 20 mg yellow pills. 
Get 45 plus 5 free $99 + S/H. 
Guaranteed, no prescription 
necessary.  Call 855-890-1647

LOOKING TO EXPAND 
INTO THE COMMERCIAL 
MARKET?? Coatings 
manufacturer looking for 
company to install coatings 
on commercial roofs, in North 
& South Carolina. CALL 740-
656-0177.

OCEAN ISLE BEACH IS 
OPEN! Avoid the crowds. 
Beautiful family beach. Eat 
fresh seafood, fish, swim,enjoy 
the island! Great rates, private 
homes. www.cookerealty.com 
1-800-NC Beach

Statewide Classified

AT&T TV: Requires high speed internet. Recommend minimum Internet 25 plan (min 8 Mbps per stream for optimal viewing). Limit 3 concurrent AT&T streams. See att.com/tv 
for details. *$19.95 ACTIVATION, EARLY TERMINATION FEE ($15/M). FOR TV) FOR EACH MONTH REMAINING ON AGMT., EQUIPMENT NON-RETURN & ADD’L FEES APPLY. Price Incl. 
ENTERTAINMENT AT&T TV Pkg., 1 AT&T TV device & is after $10/mo. bundle discount on TV for up to 12 mos. Pay $49.99/mo. + taxes until discount starts win 3 mos. New 
residential customers only, excluding DIRECTV and U-verse TV customers. Rest’s apply.

Iv Support Holdings LLC

1-855-548-9839

INTRODUCING

$ 3999
MO.

For 12 mos. plus
taxes & Regional
Sports Fee
when bundled.

PACKAGES STARTING FROM

W/24-mo. agmt & other qualifying AT&T svc (min. 
$39.99/mo. + taxes and fees). TV prices higher in 2nd 
year.* Regional Sports Fee up to $8.49/mo. is extra & applies.

INTRODUCING

For 12 mos. plus
taxes & Regional

when bundled.

PACKAGES STARTING FROM

CALL your AT&T Dealer Today!

All your favorite entertainment, together in one place, 
including: Live TV & Sports, On Demand, Cloud DVR, and 
access to HBO, Netflix, Pandora & more!1

1 Req's separate subscription/login for HBO,® Netflix and Pandora..



B12   |   Chatham News + Record   |   MAY 7-13, 2020

Clinic pivots to provide mental health services via video
El Futuro, which has 

offices in Siler City and 
Durham, is 
a nonprofit 
outpatient 
clinic that 
provides 
comprehen-
sive mental 
health 
services 
for Latino 

families in a bilingual 
environment of  healing 
and hope.

This week, we speak 
with Executive Director 
Dr. Luke Smith about El 
Futuro’s programs and 
how its delivery methods 
are changing during the 
COVID-19 crisis. Dr. Smith 
was raised in Arkansas 
and moved to North Car-
olina for training in child 
and adult psychiatry. 
After volunteering in the 
community and perceiving 
a need for Spanish lan-
guage services, he helped 
mobilize the community to 
create El Futuro, begun as 
a volunteer effort in 2001 
and as a nonprofit in 2004.

Dr. Smith is El Futu-
ro’s executive director 
and medical director, 
and provides psychiatric 
care to both children and 
adults. Each year, he and 
his staff provide services to 
more than 1,500 children 
and families who come for 
help. He is double board 
certified in both adult 
psychiatry and in child 
and adolescent psychiatry. 
In addition to being active 
with direct services and 
shaping policy at the local 
and state level, Dr. Smith 
leads the organization in 
research efforts through 
projects funded by the 
NIMH and PCORI with a 
focus on creating evidence 
based practices that are 
especially targeted to help 
the North Carolina Latino 
Community.

Thinking back to your 
own upbringing…what 
impact did it have on your 
desire to do the kind of work 
you’re doing and the kind of 
people you serve?

I grew up in the South 
where race separated us 
visibly and invisibly in so 
many ways. My parents 
encouraged us to prac-
tice the golden rule and 
constantly emphasized 
acts of  service as a love 
language — one we need-
ed to learn, but not the 
only language. They also 
enrolled us in Spanish 
classes.

Ironically where I 
grew up in Arkansas, 
nobody actually spoke 
Spanish! It wasn’t until 
I went off to college that 
I met people who spoke 
Spanish and later I came 
to North Carolina for 
training in Psychiatry 
and put my Spanish to 
use. I discovered that 
many people who spoke 
Spanish didn’t have 
access to mental health 
services in their primary 
language or what I would 
call their heart language. 
I’m still working on my 
Spanish, which often has 
an Arkansan accent, but 
my patients are forgiving 
and even encouraging 
to me as they help me 
when I get stuck. I guess 
you could say that both 
languages my parents 
helped me learn are ones 
that I now use every day 
and I’m building my flu-
ency which is a lifelong 
endeavor.

 
Can you talk about El 

Futuro’s mission and goals, 
specifically how those relate 
to Chatham County?

Our mission is “to 
nurture stronger familias 
to live out their dreams.” 
Latino families come 
to our community with 
dreams of  a better life — 
to find work, provide for 
families, get education, 
and have things better. 
Often those dreams are 
sidelined by incredible 
adversity and hardship. 
When mental illness 
strikes, it’s often the last 
straw and devastating.

Our goal is to nurture 
and rehabilitate those 
who are suffering and 
help them get back on the 
path they set out on. More 
and more this involves 
helping them not only 
with the depression, anxi-
ety, post-traumatic stress, 
insomnia or ADHD, but 
also thinking about what 
in their environment is 
negatively impacting 
them or giving them 
stress. We work to con-
nect people with resourc-
es because it’s often not 

what you know but who 
you know. When you’re 
in a new place and don’t 
have social networks you 
are at a real disadvantage 
and so we try to help 
people get connected. 
Many times that involves 
helping someone with 
a translation or being 
aware of  an opportunity.

 
What all falls within the 

scope of “culturally-re-
sponsive mental health 
services”?

We constantly scan 
what we’re doing to see 
how we can be more 
welcoming. Often times 
it is the little things that 
make a difference — how 
to make eye contact, a 
short word or phrase 
in Spanish to be polite, 
asking about the country 
of  origin, or talking about 
food!

People who are fluent 
in Spanish can actually 
be culturally off-putting 
with certain mannerisms 
and attitudes if  they’re 
not careful. Ironically, 
others who can barely 
say a word in Spanish are 
can nonverbally show 
warmth and welcome. We 
used to use the phrase 
“cultural competence” 
but don’t prefer it any 
longer because the idea 
of  competence commu-
nicates having figured it 
all out. In reality, nobody 
completely understands 
the many nuances of  
culture — so instead of  
being competent and 
completely understand-
ing, we instead always 
need to be listening and 
learning.

We prefer the term 
“cultural humility” in-
stead because we should 
be flexible in our under-
standings and always 
open to listen and learn. 
It’s important to realize 
that everyone is unique. 
When we think in rigid 
stereotypes it puts up 
barriers to understanding 
and gets in the way of  
offering helpful, effective 
mental health services. 
When we take the time 
to listen and learn about 
each person in a cultural-
ly humble manner, then it 
might take more time but 
the mental health treat-
ment provided is more 
impactful.

 
El Futuro’s clinics are in 

Durham and Siler City. Why 
those communities, and why 
are the needs so great in 
Chatham?

We began our work in 
Siler City in 2006 because 
of  the explosive growth 
of  the Latino community 
who came in the 90s and 
early 2000s. There were no 
mental health services for 
the community, however. 
Our little clinic on South 
Chatham Avenue in Siler 
City received so many re-
ferrals and we opened up 
school-based services at 
Chatham Middle School.

After the chicken 
factories in Siler City 
closed down we thought 
maybe the Latino families 
would leave but they had 
put down roots and liked 

living in Siler City. They 
looked to us for support 
and help and we were 
glad to be there. There 
are some big challenges 
for those families even 
still. Transportation and 
relatively low wages make 
it hard for many to get 
their footing so they are 
often living at or below 
the poverty level with 
anxiety about how they 
will pay the rent or pro-
vide food for their family. 
Many youth feel pressure 
to work to support their 
family. 

 
Can you walk us through 

the process through which 
clients/patients are referred 
to El Futuro, how treat-
ment plans work, and what 
happens after treatment is 
completed?

People are referred 
to El Futuro by school 
teachers, primary care 
providers, immigration 
attorneys, soccer coach-
es, and many others. 
Our main source of  re-
ferrals though are from 
friends or family mem-
bers who have received 
services at El Futuro 
and now recommend it 
to others. For us that 
is a marker of  success 
because winning and 
keeping the trust of  the 
community is of  para-
mount importance.

When someone comes 
we meet with them in 
their heart language...
for many that is Spanish 
but for an increasing 
number, especially the 
youth, it is English. Or 
sometimes a mixture of  
the two which we refer 
to as Spanglish! After 
the assessment session 
we decide whether or 
not receiving services 
at El Futuro is the best 
option or maybe refer the 
person somewhere else if  
it isn’t a mental health or 
substance use issue.

A treatment plan is 
formed which includes 
meetings with a therapist 
and/or a psychiatrist. We 
might also include some 
sessions with a case man-
ager who gets to know 
the person and finds out 
more about needs that 
could include connecting 
the person to job train-
ing, education, or child-
care support. We clarify 
goals that the person and 
their family want to ac-
complish with treatment. 
This could be sleeping 
through the night, feeling 
less depressed, stopping 
alcohol use, or some-
thing else. We provide 
treatment as long as the 
person needs it and then 
are available for booster 
sessions or maintenance 
in the future.

There aren’t as many 
people coming with 
schizophrenia or bipo-
lar disorder because 
we don’t see those more 
severe mental illnesses 
as frequently in new 
immigrant communities. 
Often people with those 
disorders aren’t healthy 
enough or mentally able 
to make such a long jour-
ney here. 

So how have things 
changed at El Futuro with 
the spread of the corona-
virus?

In March we decided to 
close our clinic because 
of  the coronavirus. We 
provide services that 
mostly can be offered 
via video and the state 
and federal government 
authorized relaxed 
encryption standards 
and offered competitive 
reimbursements.

Within a week of  our 
transition we were offer-
ing almost 100 percent 
video services. For four 
weeks now we have been 
at or above capacity with 
regards to our productivi-
ty expectations, essential-
ly not seeing any drop off 
in our services. Many of  
our patients have difficul-
ty with transportation, 
childcare or other issues 
that make it hard to phys-
ically come to the clinic so 
this new video approach 
has been helpful. Unfortu-
nately, the extra stress of  
the virus, job insecurity, 
and alarming news sto-
ries have really distressed 
the Latino community so 
I’m glad El Futuro is here 
to help. 

In addition to mental 
health and substance 
use treatment services, 
we are also partnering 
with other nonprofits to 
raise awareness of  and 
support for many fami-
lies who are financially 
struggling right now. We 
are doing this through the 
Solidarity Fund which is 
collecting donations to 
redistribute to some of  
the most vulnerable in 
our community.

We are also working 
with the Health Depart-
ment, Piedmont Health 
Services, Chatham 
Hospital, El Vinculo His-
pano and others to help 
communicate import-
ant messages about the 
coronavirus to the Latino 
community so that they 
will know how to protect 
themselves and their 

families and not spread 
the virus.

We’ve seen reports from 
law enforcement agencies, 
including Chatham County’s 
Sheriff’s Office, that domes-
tic violence cases are on 
the ride during this stay-at-
home order. What are you 
seeing?

El Futuro isn’t a crisis 
or DV organization. Of  
course, Intimate Partner 
Violence (IPV) is some-
thing we see in our work, 
either directly as some-
thing that is happening or 
something that happened 
in the past that caused a 
person to feel a certain 
way and so now we’re 
helping them to cope and 
overcome. But, when 
situations arise, people 
generally are alerting law 
enforcement and are get-
ting directed to domestic 
violence organizations 
who specialize in crisis 
and stabilization. We 
then later get referrals 
for mental health and 
substance use disorder 
assessments and treat-
ment.

Over the last month, 
we have been at the table 
with those who provide 
services and they de-
scribed a eerie quiet 
during the first of  April, 
like the quiet before the 
storm. And during the 
last two weeks of  April 
the reports and referrals 
started coming in. So, that 
confirms what the Sher-
iff’s Office was reporting 
to you. We are further 
downstream so haven’t 
seen those come to us yet 
but I know we will.

And what about incidents 
of depression and anxiety?

With regards to 
depression and anxiety, 
we’re seeing a number 
of  responses. Some are 
feeling better. School chil-
dren don’t feel the stress 
of  school, the drama of  
peers, and the intensity of  
life like they knew it be-
fore. And for some this is 

a welcome relief  at a time 
of  year when we often 
see so many referrals of  
children who are feeling 
overwhelmed. They have 
turned to crafts, being 
outside in nature, and 
have been with family 
more.

There are others who 
are having a worsening 
of  symptoms as they are 
more isolated and in envi-
ronments that aren’t very 
healthy. They also worry 
about the stability of  their 
family. Not many children 
are worried about the 
virus itself  because they 
don’t feel like it really is a 
physical threat to them.

Some worry about 
grandparents. With the 
adults it’s a different 
situation. Many of  the 
adults we treat haven’t 
taken off from work 
because they continue 
to work factory jobs, 
construction, house-
keeping, and other jobs 
that haven’t been offered 
reprieve. When factories 
have shut down, it has 
been very very stressful 
for the workers because 
they are pushed to the 
breaking point as eco-
nomic resources dry up.

For those who don’t 
have citizen benefits and 
no stimulus benefit is 
coming to them, it’s quite 
concerning. That stress 
in the family affects the 
adults and the children 
alike. I think some of  us 
got a taste of  that when 
our toilet paper rolls ran 
low and we worried about 
getting the next roll. For 
many of  the families we 
help, the scarcity is not 
just with toilet paper 
but with food, medicine, 
rent payments and light 
bills. This has been a 
really hard time for the 
Latino community and so 
depression and anxiety 
has increased. We’re 
seeing an increase in the 
demand for our services.

For more information, 
go to https://elfuturo-nc.
org
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Dr. Luke Smith, executive director of El Futuro, which has clinics in Siler City 
and Durham.

Smith

Here’s a great way to show off : we’ll provide a high-
quality 18 x 24 full-color yard sign for your home AND a 
print ad in the Chatham News + Record for just $39! For 
an extra $10, we can include your grad in a Facebook 
post on our page! 

Student Name Here

Student 
Name Here

Spotlight the 

grad in your 

family!
Want to recognize your                      
 graduating senior?

Email dawn@chathamnr.com to place your order.

*We will need a high quality digital file or picture of your 
graduate to produce sign/ad.

Reserve your 
sign & ad space 

by May 22!  


